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A Summary of the Nedical Status of the varshallese as of March 1938, [Ttlj

four Years after Lxposure to “allout Asdiaticn,

The four-year anmual medicsl survey of the people of Aongelapn
Atell, Harshall islands, whe were expescd to radicoactive fallout im Xarch,
1954 was completed in March, 1938, 4An i& wan medical team was transported
to Rengzele» by Mavy 13T for the examimations,

Complete histore and vhysicml examinstioms, includiog growth angd
dzvelcpmea% atudies im the children, hematolicyigal cxaminaticns, ovn axt
paraszite survey, and whole body gamma speciroscopy for body burden uf iso=
topes were carried out, The cata has Aot yet been therougnly smalyzeq, and
only a few brief preliminary statements can ba mude =zt this time in regard
to the latest examinations,

ihe paonle were found to be generally in good health and their
sutrition satisfactory., A few residual changes wscre 3%131) presemt in the
skin of sone people at the former sites of more severe Dets burng, But
these changes wire nonesymptosatic and characterized only by mild atrophy,
scarxing, and pniguwent aberrations, ~No¢ evidence of any dre-malignant oz
malignant changes bave been scen, Hince cregrowth of hair, no furiher evi-
dences of enilation have buen noted, axcent for tha skin changes there
have been no cutwnrd evidence of any cadiation effects. There have beea
no syaptoms or discases that could bLe related to radiation effecrs. The
incidence of diseases wag found te be about the same in the i:radiated\ as
in the unirradiated Marshallese people used for comparisou,

There have been three desths in the irradiated group. In 5o case
could the cause of death be associated with racdistivo effects, This inci-
dence of doath sppears to be about the same a3 in unoxyposdd Karshalleae

peadle,
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Coaperative studies of srowth snd Jevelopment inm- irradiated andt
unirrsdiated children revealed a sugzestive trend of sixgét iag in growth
of the children wbo wers i{rradiated 8t ages between one and six ot seven
years. Yowever, the numbers of children fnvolved are tuo amall to sake
catlafactery sz;tﬁzticax analysis. The mest recent dets have mot been
mmalyzed yet,

Hesatolesical gtudies showed that the celluler levels #f the btlocg
bave roturned to the Jevels of unirraciated populastions with the »osszilile
exceptions of the Ivamphocytes and platelets which aggenz to be s5till very
siighatiy pelow the unirradiated levels. This siight lag in cemplate re=-
covery appears to be mainly ef academic interest since these ha? been o
indication of any ill effect assoclfated with this finding.

Lack of vitel stetiastics on the Marshallese people wakefit
difficult to evaiuate some findings satisfactorily, However, fertility
dees not aprear to have bDeen ;}ftctcé aince awut the same number of chil-
dren have been bora of irradiated as of unirradiated paxents. Pregoancizs
kave been normul with about the sane aumier of aiscacrriages or stillbicths
occurring in both greups, Infants born following ixt uterc irradiation
er born of ircaliated parerts anpeared normal,

No longe-terw effects of irradiation have been geen, %o malige
nancies or leukemia have been xeen; no increage in degengrative disesscs)
no premature aging or shorteniag of life span; ne radiation induced
Cateracts of the eyes; and no genetic eifects have buen noted.

The body burden of radivisctopes has dwindled rapidly, wud as

of March, 1937 conaisted mainly of C;137, 63144 - ?rl“ and 5290

in amounis
far below the accepted tolerance lewels. The preagnt body Lurden Appesrs

to be slizhtly increuged above lost year cue to slipbt enviroumental cogmw
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