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mar Richard,
●

I have had the opporbmity b revi~ the rmst recentcmmmication frcm
WallaceO. Green,Dq?@ Under Secretary,Territorialand International
Affairs,to President~ta Kabua,tiereincertain“clarifications”axe
detailedby Mr. BruceW. Wachholz,genmne to the propsed agr~ t of
March 27, 1980 for the mdical sumey of the inhabitantsof Likiep
Atoll. I fid theseclarificationsmst WlCUW sincethey .spxify,to
a degree,the proposed“biochemicalsmeening profile”.

Before~~ wifi=lly on th=n,I must appraiseyou of sane
generalconsiderationsin lightof our April 23, 1980meetingwith
representativesof the Deparhkmt of Energy (~) , BrookhavenNational
Lalxratory(BNL), and the @par&mm t of Interior. I ako found thiS

meting helpfulW informative,specificallydiscussionswith ~.
Pratt,whose ~ive medicalexperiencead data gatheringat the
MarshallIslardsclearlydetailedmajor foreseeabledifficultieswith
the propsed studiesby the Deparhmt of Interiorand the Departmentof
Energy.

/
It is blatantlyclearthat interpretationof biochemicalanalysesre ‘
W= a references~ of Cunparisonnorxmlvalues. Sinplyput,
such a norml standardcuzmmtly does not exist for the Marshallese
mulation at large. Dr. Pratt informedus that severalprior atta@s
of gatheringbiochemical.and hmtologi~l data fm ~ulations in the
MarshallIslands,other than l?mgelapand Utirilc, to be used as norml
stardaxdreference,couldnot be ~ul.ly interpretedfor two reasons:

1)

2; -

The P!!-cgi
one other

The data obtainedvariedconsiderablyfran established
norms,and

the quanti~ of data collectedwas not largeenoughto
be statisticallysignificant.

27 P~s~ F as ym bOw, pkns on studyingLikiepAtoll and
atoll,as a “cmparison ~ulation”. 1 find it difficultto
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this small sadi.nq of axmtherstill,will movide a
M@arisonstandard,if, af~ “2iyears of medical-follow”up study” of
* inhabitantsof Rm@ap ard U*ik, no standardon otheratollshas
yet been established.

The entirepmblm of establishinga stan3ardrefermoe for mmals, is
~ complicatedby a mre basic issue. Even if one were to as,smm

—— the current availabili~ of a prehensive henatological- biochemical
standard,it, k itself,my not be truly “mrml” becauseof possible-,
~ or indirectprioreffectof radiationexposureon this “standard”

‘, pqulation.

There are severalo&ier intrinsicskrtml@s of the proposedstudy: ‘

1.

2.

3.

4.

--

---.--

The prqosal outlinesa singlesmeening attmpt at one
pint in tine. Sinceradiationiduced carcinogenicity
entailsa lengthylatencypericd,futureinternalscreen-
ing of tie same~ulation would be rquired to assess
possibleradiationrelatd healtheffects.

No provisionis mde for anthropmtric data mllectim
and assessment.

The term “clinicalstidies”as prcposed,is gmeric ti
nobspecific. If it truly inpliesa qlete physical
examination,it shouldbe so stated. Paragraphfour
(indicd= as “2.“ in the March 27 1980Pqd) should
not read “ll?he~t of Energywill send b LikLepa
physicianfor the purpse of examingthe populationwith
respectto detectingthe *stence of thyroidnodules”
but shouldread: “me ~t of ~=q till =d tO
Likiep@ otheratollsp~icians to carryout qlete ‘/
physicalexaminationson the population.”

The prqosal, as writti, pruvidesthat “medicalproblems”
(whetherpossiblyradiationrelatd or not)will be referred
ta a @cd officerof the HealthServicesof the Govern-
ment of the MarshallIslandsand that treabnmt funding
will be the responsibililqof the DepaMmmt of the Interior/
!hnlst!lkrritoryof the PacificIslfi. I fti this clifficult
to axpreherd sincethe mdical officersof the Eqarbwnt
of Energyad Bmokhaven NationalLdmratcxy advisedus at
our April 23, 1980meting, that they have in the past
providedrquisite treatxent,inchding statesidetransport,
~ery at U.S. HoWiMs, etc., for even “rem@ly possible
radiationeff~“.

. . .
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T#S Hti HTGd ~tions are mt prcpc6es3as general
SCr_ parZ~S, hlt “as ~~~ to follq mid
CarcilnKEl”. The *lication is that anly Mtiduals with
the establisheddiagmsis of a carcinxm of the thyroidor .
mspeckd thyroidcarcixrm on cliniml grounds,will be
biochemicallytested;this is unacceptable.

As prqmsed, the Eparbmnt of Energywill be responsible
for the preparation,~ ard transportationof bie
chemiml analysesof the collectedsaqles. Shouldhandl-
in9J trq~tion ~ ==lysis be rathercarriedout, by
an independentmajor laboratory?As you are aware,Cllrrmtly,
such arrangermksare be- finalizedW cost analysesare
~ pr=p=d. ,

Having outlined smE of ny objectims to the prwpcsedLikiepstxdy,I
think thatwith appropriate@f ication,it nevertheless,shouldbe
institutedwith the clearunderstandingthat it would representan
initialphaseof screeningand data collectionin preparationfor m
pfiaXEewith pUbliCIaw 96-205.

The preliminmy inclusions gleanedfrun the prqosed studywuld, ax-d
should,be used to directfurtherplaming and in@mmtition of cun-
prehensivehealthme b the peopleof each MarshallIslandsatoll ●

thatwas qsed to radiation— which I gatherfrm Dr. Wachholz’
~ts in our neetingof April 23, 1980,includesthe entire~ation
of the MarshallIslands. Since such care has been clearlymandatedby
(lxqressand the President,the prqosed Likiepscreeningstudycould
well be used as an initialstep.
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