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8 lfovember

To:

Fron:

Subject:

fi~c~use of
ths health

. ..
. . . . .

Distrfct Mnlnistrator, ?!arshalls ’ .“

Mstrfct Director of?+ealth Services, Harshalls

REport of Trip to Japtan, Enewetak

increased in nmber and type of health problem affact$ng
of people on Jap”~n, Enewetik which caused great concern

to the Comnmding Officer and his staff, Enewetak and the D~strict
Administrator, brshalls, Hr. Oscar de%m, the District Ad~inistrztor
of ?~arshall Islands District asked me and Mr. Mmphy Ownbey to goYo.
Enewetak to met with Colonel Edgar J. Rixm, the District Administrator
Representative, Japtzn and the Health Assistant, Japtan to discuss the
health situation GR Japta~ and to evaluate th heelth assistant progra~
and recommd course of action to be taken by all concern in the future.

.
l!r. I!urphy CMnbey couldn’t cor2 on this trip to Enewetak because his
wife was sick. So, I proceeded to Enewetak on Eovember 4, 1977. As
soon as I arrived Enewetak, Colonel Nixan arranged a brief meeting at
his office. The meting was attended by Colonsl Edgar J. ffixan, the
Corrmdlng Officer, Enek;eta~, LTC John R. Sitten, Dr. Joseph E. Tharpe,
.,.”., John Israil am! ryself.~! n The topics of discussion during our
meeting were health education program on Japtan, district medical

“ referral pmceedures and nedical referral patients from Jap’~n to USAF
Clinic on Enewetak and medical referral patients and escorts from WV

“Clinic to Kwajalein or U!juro. After a brief meeting, the oroup had
Izufich. After launch, we v~sited J@an dispensary, the toilet
facilities on the island and the general sanitary condition of the
village. L&m our return from Jap-an, Colonel l+ixan decided to have
another meting at 5:00 p.m. to discuss health pmbl-ms on Jeptan
relative to toilet fcc$ltties, drjnkin: wzter, metnad of garta~e
dis~osal and nedical emerc?ncy referral patients and medical referral
pOllCie5 to be followed, including proper fiedical referral slips for
patimts and escorts. In the mean tine shohm below is a list of medical
supplies and equipr-ent ava$lable at Japtan Dispensary.

Elxierof the~phyllin ....-...................... 1 gal
i’!!!?opec’dte . . . . . . . . . . ---- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 gal
Tylinol suspension . . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .- . . . . . . . . 1 gal
A.S.A. tablets . . . . --- . . . . . . . - .- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 2009s
lk~hogel liquid - - . . . . . - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 pints
~~phogel tablets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2CKK)S
Ascorbic acid tablets . . . . . . . . . ● . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4230s
Rexavitamin tablets . . .- . .- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6003s
Gantrisin tablets .,. -. . . . . - . . -. -. - . . . . . . . . . . . .- . . z~g~s
Ars3sec capsules . . . . . - . - . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500s
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11.

26.
27.

35.
36.
37.
3!?.

GreSeoful vin tabl ezs . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ...+. . ;?2s
Mmmycin capsules 253mg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500s
~iSCOdJ’~ tabl-s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . ● .-* .0 . . .** 1fxxh

Antlhistamlne tablets . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...0.... .* .*4. 500s.
Thorazine 25mg tablets . . ● . . . . . . . . . ● ● . . . . . . . . . .** 1000s. -”

Tempura suspension 1/202 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 bottles
Pm. Penicillin G

. .. . . ● . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..* ● . . ● .0 . . . . . 60 vfals

DrmaAne 5Gig tablets
. .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ● . -. . . c. . . ● 1000s
Kctlfed tablets “ 1009s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
VK-Pen

.-
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Icfemn lnject~on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Adrenalin Injection . . . . . . ..* . . . . . . . . . . .*. . . . . . . .
Thoraz$ne injection, Icc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Yylocain 1%, 59cc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . . . .
Mter for injections, 50cc --- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ana19esoc Balm oint. -- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . .
Polynaxin, rycitracin & Neomycin olnt . . . . . . . . . . .
Mlk ofl+agnasfa 30 Ml, % . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . . . .
Rubbino alcahol . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
&by v~tazfn Ifquii! . . . . . . . -- . . . .- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ferrous sulfa~e tablets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Diarax 25@ tablets . . .- .- . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .
l% HJ’dmcortisone crean. lb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sulfarylon ointrmt, 1 lb, jar .- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Epso? salt . . . . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
I.V. sets . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . .- . . .- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,
Infus40n set Z5g needle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
590 cc no~l sa~jne *. , -. * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

39..1OZ)CC nomal saline, 6s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
503cc Z?j LW!/S . . . . .- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
IUK)CC lactated ringer . . . . . . . . . . . . s.-... . . . . . . . .
Surgeon Gloves, % size .*...-.- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
A?bu-bag . . . . . . . . . . . . . -e ..-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
En~z set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3zntia~2s1 inch . . . . . . . *..-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . .
Elait582es 3 inches . --- . . . . . . . . - .- . . . - . . . . - . . . . . . .
Chronic “O” sutures . . . -. . . . .- - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Chrmic-i’092 sutures with needles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Silk ‘“C:: sutures with nszdles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
LMilicle ta~e . . . ---- . . .- . . . * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Stethoscope . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . .
Rectal the~ter . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. - .
Oral themeter -. . . . -- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Pelvineter . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . . . . . . -. . . . .
Minor sets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
O.E. Sst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . --- . . - . . -.s .-.. . . . . . . . . .
Syrinc9s 2 cc ..-.-..............................
l.~hesiw ‘tip? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bloat preSSUrIS Cuff . . . . . . . . . *-* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
~enq?-~enzoat~ . . .- . . . . . . . .- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Silver ni,trate sticks . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . . . - . . . . . .
- . . . . . . . . . -. . --- - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

---
12 bottles
1 box
9 boxes
1 box
6 bottles
30 bottles
6 tubes
6 tubes
6 boxes .
1/2 gal
32 bottles
2009s
~ ~~s

1 jar
1 jar
1 lb
22 each
22 each

1 czse
‘1 cise
1 case
2 bottles
20 pairs
1 set
10 each
3 boxes
-. boxes

box
boxes
box es
each
dozen
dozen
each
sets
sets
each
Stool
each
pint
bottles
bottl =S
pair
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PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED

~t5?e.. v:~s~~:. fc sterilizi~$ inst~mants . . . . ‘ =zct
CtrL2scIne capsules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Flagyl tablets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :
Ampicillin capsules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
I.?I.H. tablets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ● . . . . . . . . . . ...,.. :
Chloroqycettn 25D w cap

.
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 ““..:

solu-cortef ~~~9 or250w w ●-D*=0999900-:B=0 ~ . V;
Antepar tablets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .- . . .. m.-.. . .
Tyl Inol tablets ,.. :. *...-*.-. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*...... . . 0

tkxt day 1 net again with the DfstAd Rep., Jap.& and the Health
Assistant to reenphasfze the referral procedures to be followed.
I also asked them to try to contact US atl{ajuro or the Dfstad Rep.
Kwtiale~n before sending any patients to Kwajalein. I also asked
Dr. Thorpe to give me a list of all Micmnesiztn patfents that were .
seen and treated at the USAF Clfnic on Enewetak for the perfod of
October 2, 1977 to November 3, 1977. The only significant thing
about th~s list is the fact that 20 visfts were made by the !%rshallese
wcrking and live on Enewetak, twm stool exaniriatioas but patients were
treated by the Health Pisfstant on Japtan, three patients wsre refer~d
to UMF C7inic by the Health Assistant for further evaluat~on and
trea~=nt, one patient visited USAF Clin~c tw”ce wfthout the Health
Assistant ‘s knowledge, and six emergmcy medical referrals who were
evacuated to 13+ajalein except one died before mdical evacuation.

refused to be treated by the Health Assistant znti she “
requested treatment at either Kbajalein or Rajuro. She had pneumnta
whfch could have been treated on Japtan.

Reconnendatfons:

1.
2.

3.

Ikss deworm of the populace”cf Japtan soon ss possfble.
A team of two sanitarfans fm. Hafuro to Japtan to construct three
water-sealed toilets for the comuntty of Jeptan and to reduce or
eliminate the rat population on ila@n for a perjod of one week.
Upgrade the fmunization program on all pre-school and school
children on Japtan. Initfal vaccination bs done by Public Heelth
tean frm Ikjum so that records can be documented. Arrang&vent
for stora~e of vaccines for the second and third series immunization
be requested thruugh Colonel F!ixan and his medical staff. includifig

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Uhen medical mergency occurs and evacuat$kg the patfsmt beco~es
necessary, the health assfstant on Japtan after thorough consulta-
tion with the cioctc.r USAF Clinic on Enewetak ray refer the patient
to ?Wajaleln orlhjuro for further treatmnt.
Fiec!ical referral pat$ents who have not attained 18years of age ray
be permitted to have one adult parent or guardian accompany them.
Ro member of the farz$ly will be pe,miitted to acconpsny an adult
patient at Goverment expense unless psmission is requested and
gnnted by the District Director of Health Services, RarshaTls.
All unauthorized medical escorts will be responsible for their own
hotel acccmmdation on Ebeye, fncluding meal.
All medfcal emergency referrals cust. have a referral form with

PRIVACY/ICTMATERIAL REMOVED
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●



.

*

9.

propsr signattiw of LiIe M21th Assistant,Japtan am .he md~cal .
officer inchmge of USAF CTlnic, Enewetak.
Every effort should be made to ccm’tict the Dfstrict Dtrectorof
f+eal~h Services, Wmshalls and hfs medical staffslthe Lfafson “
Offfcer, Kwatalefn and Dfst4d F?ep., ?%ajalefn before evacuating arty
ned~cal emergency refere~ls from Jap~n, Enewetak. . ““

, . .

Conclusion:
-. .:

9

. .

..

IIW hospltaltty, asslstartce, Iogistfc support-and cooperation I recefved
frm Colonel EdgarJ. Mixan and all his staff was deeply appreciated.
I was rust impressed with the my they demonstrated their concern
re~arding ths ~lfare of the people of Japtan. However, Dr. Joseph E.
Thorpe and I didn’t thtnk that there was a~ ep~demic of dfarrhea Or . .
flu existed on Japtan. Of course, layman will look at the s?tuat~ort
from a totallydifference pofnt of view. Mild upper respiratory
fnfectfon is notan unusuzl after ffeld trfp ship visit to an atoll. ‘:4.
Diarrhea of various causes ?s an epidem$c disease in l!icronesia. ihe
Health Assfs’dnt on Jap’tan has all the neecied medicines and equfp.&nts
in his dispensary to take care of about 90% of all comon diseases on

/,,

r%iiv?fia.
IRS, t!arshatls

cc: Colonel Edgar
W. Joseph E.

J. Nixan, Enewetak
Thrope, Enewetak.

DistAd Rep. Japtan/Enewetak –
Jiealth Assistant, Japtan/Enewetak
I!!jalein L3aison Offfcer. hajalejn
Director of Health Services, Saipan
File
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PI’TULOW RUllVAhAGIUl 3390635 -U UUU--RUHHDIIIA.

TT6

ZNR UUUUU Z(IV RUHVAAAojti6 J7iXOUTii OF dUHtiLGGoldl 3.59b5 10
RUHllilHA T CUR JTG ii iiliL’iITAK ATOLL HIIFLXQ
P ti5tijluZi ijLC 77
IT] U 1ST ALI [IIAJUI{(I hiM5HALL 15LAi!US
TO RUHVAAA/Ci)R JTG ZiiZkUTAK ATOLL (dI/FCRA
INFO Z.Eii/D ISTAiJ REP JAPTAJ i’Ad5HALL ISLAIIDS
a
lNLLAS
REUR P 221 16L DEC 77. [hid) 10 K[lCJi! IIOU iiAit’( CHILGRL;I o NONTH5 UP TO

● 7 YEARS AND 1[0!! OjAliY l%POLE 6 YkAl15 UP TO 65 YL/\I?S AND OViS!l AT JAP’[AiJ
(Wi) HCJ!II [wHY CHILD 1’iiiJ JORIM.)’ SIiJCii 1967 “TO 1377. W(.)iih MIDIC1[KS AiW) -
APPROPRIATE VACCIi4i S \! ILL BE SEN”I S001/ ADOVE Ii; FORtlAIIOil OBTAINED .
ONE SAIJITAi? IAN AiW THI?LE WATER SEAL TOILiiTS !I!ILL UL UI~ FIRS[ FJELD “ItI11’
TO JAPTAil. llEQU!iST DISTAD RiP JAPTAN HAVi $23. Jw DOLLAR READY FOR PAY-
iIEdT OF WATER%AL TOILETS, DDHS SEWIS~ . .
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CDR JTG E:{EH~AK ATOLL

DISTAD tifiJUROMARSH4LL

UNCLAS

COL ?fLKkNSk22S FOX OSCAR DEBRu?f

SUBJ: REPORT OF TRIP TO JAP2Ax, ENEUETAK

HI//FCR

ISWDS

A. REFERENCE HER, SW: = ABCWRo DATED 8 NW 77 “FROMDR.

RIKLON TO DISTRICT ADMXNISTRATOR

1. I HAVE RECEIWH) AN INFORMATIONCOPY OF REP AJ DR. RIKLON‘S
●

@DETAILED PXPORT REGARDING MIS 4 NOVEMBER TRZP TO ENEWETAK ATO”LL.

2. I AM VEEY INTEREsTED IN LEAR:ING RHAT ACTIONS ARE COHTEP&

PLATED RELATIVE TO DR. RIKLON‘S RECOMMEM)ATIO!JS. I WOULD

APPRECIAT2 HEARING FROM YOU IN THIS REGARD AT YOUR EARLIEST

co.-IENCE.

G=L4LD G. GARNER, MAT, USA, ADMIx OFF
FCRA, 6-2114, 1 Dec 77

EDU J. MIX/W, COL,USA,CDR,FCR,6-2100

UNCLASSIFIED
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