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TRUST TZRRITORY OF THZ PACIFIC ISLANDS -
I ~artment of Health Services v -
.a@jurc, Marshall Islands : e

8 Novamber 1877

To: District Administrator, Marshalls .

From: | District Director of Health Services, larshalls
Subject: FReport of Trip to Japtan, Enewetak

Gecause of increased in number and type of Lealth problens affacting
the health of people on Japtan, Enewetak which caused great concern

to the Commending Officer and his staff, Enewetak and the District
fdministrator, Marshalls, Mr. Oscar ceBrum, the District Administrator
of larshall Islands District asked me and lir. Murphy Ownbey to ao°*to.
Enewstak to meet with Colonel Edcar J. Mixan, the District Administrator
Representative, Japtan and the Health Assistant, Japtan to discuss the
health situation on Japtar and to evaluate the health assistant progras
and recomand cource of action to be taken by all concern in the future.

iir. Nurpny Ovnbey couldn't come on this trip to Enewetak because his
vife was sick. So, I proceeded to Enewetak on Hovember 4, 1977. As
soon as I arrived Enewetak, Colonel Mixan arranged a brief meeting at
his office. The meeting was attendad by Colon2) Edgar J. ifixan, the
Cormending Officer, Enewetak, LTC John R. Sitten, Dr. Joseph E. Thorpe,
N.0., John Ismail and myself. The topics of discussion during our
mezting were health education program on Japtan, district medical

* referral proceedures and rmedical referral patients from Japian to USAF
Clinic on Enswetak and medical referral patients and escorts from USAF
Clinic to Kwajalein or Majurc. After a brief meeting, the aroup had
lzunch. After launch, we visited Japtan dispersary, the toflet
facilities on the island and the ceneral sanitary condition of the
village. Uoon our return from Japtan, Colonel Mixan decidad to have
another m2eting at 5:00 p.m. to discuss health problems on Japtan
relative to toilet facilities, drinking weter, method of carbacge
dispesal and medical emergency referral patients and medical referral
policies to be followed, including proper medical referral slips for
patients and escorts. In the mean tirme shown below is a 1ist of medical
supplies and eguipment avajlable at Japtan Dispensary.

1. Elxier of theophyl1in ceieeennnnnnnnn. cececcecns . 1 cal
2. Vaeppectate ....... reccecccen tececsesesncossnnaes 1 gal
3. Ty1linol suspension ..... cetesescntentonassacaaans 1 cal
LI 0.0 SRR 1. 1-3 < S 2033s
5. Amphogel Tiquid ...ovne..... ceceettcconvesecennans 12 pints
6. Amphogel tablets ...... ceenan Ceeecsccnancanacscane 2030s
7. hscorbic acid tablets ......... cetcmreenerreanmnn No0s
E. Hexavitamin tablets ...cvviivinenernrnnnnennenann 6000s
S. Gantrisin tablets ..cereiiiiiiiireiririieaaraens 20005

10. Amesec capsules ...... tetecsenceens cecaccnreanons 500s



11. Greseofulvin tablecs ......cee.... eereeaeraoas JN0s

12. Achromycin capsules 25000 cececrvsccvoncncenes ... 500s

13. Biscody) tablets ..ccceeicriiiicnerencnes cecenne . 10081

14. Antihistamine tablets ...ccocvvucvcnnns ceceacen .é. 500s. -
15. Thorazine 25ng tablets ....ceciveerennnann.. ve.ee 1000s:"
16. Tempura suspension 1/2 oz ....... ceeenesataans ... 60 bottles
17. Fro. Penfcillin € ........ tevenaanes cesnesesine.. 60 vials
18. Dramamine S0mg tablets ......cccen.e.. cetevens ... 1000s

19. Actifed tablets civeiieneeicieceinrecenecnceceeess 10005
B - 12 bottles
21. Imferon fnjection coeeiriiiiiirnnicieienreennnnnns 1 box

22. Adrenalin fnjection cciciirriinirinieennnacnnes ..-9 boxes
23. Thorazine injection, 1€C cvvirrrrenenencnnennnnes 1 box

24, Xylocain 18, 500C cieennriieeeeenoceccnccononnnas 6 bottles
25. Yater for injections, 50CC c.cverivreennenennncnes 30 bottles
26. Analoesoc Balmoint. . iiiiiiniiiiieieeinenennn 6 tubes
27. Po]ymaan, rycitracin & KDO"yCIn oint ceseecnees. b tubes
25. MiTk of Magnasfa 30 M1, 95 ..ueveeleoenoncennnns & boxes
202, Rubbing 23coho) .ottt it et ciieaeaaeaa, 1/2 cal
3D. Baby vitamin 1iquid ..oveirrenienennnn. feeeee 32 bottles
31. Ferrous sulfate tablets ... .o ciiiiirinenrennan.. 2000s

32. Diaroy 2590z tabiets .oceiiana... cecscecsannna 100s

32. 17 Pydrocortisone cream. 1b c.ieieenriinnnnnnnans 1 jar

34. Sulfarylon ointhent, 1 1b, jJar cccvevinrennennnn. 1 3ar

35, EPSOm SATt ciceniiriii i i ettt eieneaeae 11b

36. I.V. sets .eecen..... tesesscencaccsctastacesacnns - 22 each
37. Infusion set 25g needle ....iiceeeciennnennananne 22 each
30. 500 cc normal saline .ovcieriiineennnnenencneenes 1 case
33..1030cc norral saline, 65 .cceeecnennncnnenncaneas 1 case
B0, 500CC 225 D/ et et iieiitacecrerneenenanee 1 case
41. 1000cc Jactated FiNger ..civiieneennnnnnecneenes 2 bottles
42. Surogeon Gloves, 73 STZe c.vvececenicnenconnocnans 20 pzirs
B3, Arbu-has ciiiiiiiiitic it c it i et e i e ea e, 1 set

L SR X1 - -3 o PRI 10 each
45, Bandagas 1 9nch cuiiiiiiiii it i i iici e 3 boxeas
LE. Bandenes 3 INCheS cocriririierciaeirernnanonoaes €3 boxes
7. Chromic "“0" SULUPreS cevinrereeenncancccncaccannns 1 box

43. Chromic- “00° sutures with needles ..ieeveenncnn.. 1 box

£2. SiTk "0 sutures with n2edies ...cevevrinnnnnnnn. 2 boxes
. UnbilicTle a0 it iiiii it iie ittt 2 borxes
L3 BRI -3 o o T 1 each
£2. Rectal thermometer covevereeererenanennsceacnnnes 1 dozen
53. 0ral thermometer cuviieririeeceeeeasenanecaseenes 1 dozen
58, Pelvimeter (it ettt 1 each
55. Minor sets ........ L 1:1 4
17T 1 SO 1 R 2 sets
57 SYPINERS 2 B0 vveieiieieereecnesnccscenocananenns £ each
50, AOMeSIVE L2Pe L iiiiiiiiiirriereacattentaeaneann 1 scool
55. BlooC Pressure Cuff «.ceeireeeoimecncecncnnannns 1 each
60. Benzyl-benzoate ....iiiiitiicieitacetaancaaaaan 1 pint
€1. Silver pitrate sticks coceiinreicneiaiinnnnennnn. 2 bottles
E2. RobTtUUSIE SYrUD L ovi.itiniiierrcncnennanacnccnane 4 bottles

BS. Eandage SCISSOrS ceceiiiiininrarececnanennanecens J pair
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| Stove, ¥zrosenz. fo sterilizirg instruments ... ° 2ch
. Ceri so"° CAPSUILS tieirevevocccnnnnoronnacennnns U

6G. F]agy] tablets c.eeiiiciiireiieeriioecnaiitnenan 0

67. Arpicfllin capsules ..oeiieerienniiniiineann... .. 0

68. I.N.H. tablets ...cc.cn.... cescseee cecvencane erme-0

69. Chloromycetin 250 mg €CaP ccvvvevroccccsene eeleaess O

70. Solu-cortef 100mg or 350 mg amp .....ccevevecsnes O

71. Antepar tablets ........... sescaces ceceenes «ee-.. O

72, Tylinol tablets ceevennvcnnniennn... ...:.:...;... 0

Next day 1 met again with the DistAd Rep., Japtan and the Health
fssistant to reeﬂphasize the referral proceedures to be followed.
I also asked tham to try to contact us at Majuro or the Distad Rep.
Kwajalein before sending any patients to Kwajalein. I also asked
Dr. Thorpe to give me a 1ist of all Micronesian patients that were
seen and treated at the USAF Clinic on Enewetak for the perfod of
October 2, 1977 to Noverter 3, 1977. The only significant thing
about this list is the fact that 20 visits were made by the Marshallese
werking and 1ive on Enewetak, two stool examinations but patients were
treated by the Health Assistant on Japtan, three patients were referped
to USAF Clinic by the Health Assistant for further evaluztfon and
treatment, one patfent visfited USAF Clinic twice without the Health
kEssistant ‘s knowledce, and six emergency medical referrals who were
evacuated to Kwaialein except one died before medical evacuation.
refused to be treated by the Health Assistant and she -
requested treatment at either Kwajalein or Majuro. She had pneuronia
which could have been treated on Japtan.

Recommendations:

1. ftass deworm of the populace cf Japtan soon as possible.

2. A team of two sanitarians from Hajuro to Japtan to construct three
water-sealed toilets for the community of Japtan and to reduce or
eliminate the rat population on Japtan for a period of one week.

3. Upgrade the fmrmunization program on all pre-school and school
children on Japtan. Initial vaccination be done by Pubiic Health
team from rejuro so that records can be documented. Arranganent
for storage of vaccines for the second and third series imunization
be requested through Colonel Mixan and his medical staff, including
“oinatrddvice 'andcéssistance Where 1t §s appropriated.

4. ‘hen medical emergency occurs and evacuating the patient becomes
necessary, the health assistant on Japtan after thorough consulta-
tion with the doctor USAF Clinfc on Enewetak may refer the patient
to Kwajalein or Majuro for further treatment.

5. Hedical referral patients who have not attained 18 years of age may
be permitted to have one adult parent or quardian accompany thenm.

6. Ko member of the family will be permitted to accompany an adult
patient at Government expense unless pzrmissfon is recuested and
granted by the District Director of Health Services, Marshalls.

7. A1l unauthorize madfcal escorts will be responsible for their owm
hotel accommodation on Ebeye, §ncluding meal.

8. A1l medfcal emsrgency referrals must have a referral form with
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proper signature of vie Health Assistant, Japtan anc Jhe medical
of ficér incharge of USAF Clinic, Enewetak.

9, Every effort should be made to contact the District Director of
Health Services, Marshalls and his med{cal staff, the Liafson
Officer, Kwajalein and DistAd Rep,, Kwajalein before evacuating any
redical emergency referzdls from Japtan, Enewetak. S

Conclusion:

The hospitality, assistance, logistfc support and cooveration I recefved
. from Colonel Edgar J. Mixan and all his staff was deeply appreciated.

I was oost impressed with the way they demonstratad their concern
regarding the velfare of the people of Japtan. However, Dr. Joseph E.
Thorpe and 1 didn't think that there was any epidemic of diarrhea or
flu existed on Japtan. Of course, layman will Jook at the sftuation
from a totally difference point of view. Mild upper respiratory
infectfon is not an unusual after field trip ship visit to an atoll.
Diarrhea of various causes is an epidemic disease in IMicronesia. .dhe
Health Assistant on Japtan has 211 the needed medicines and equipfents
in his dispensary to take care of about 90% of all cormon diseases on
Japtan. _
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hzﬂgiRiklon, RK.0.

DES, Marshalls

cc: Colonmel Edgar J. Mixan, Enewetiig:;jf’—"-_.

Dr. Joseph E. Throre, Emewstak.

DistAd Pep. Japtan/Enewetak

Health Assistant, Japtan/Enewetak

Fwajalein Liaison Officer, Kwajalein

D:;ector of Hzalth Services, Saipan .
File
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PITUZOVY RUNVAAAGIST 3390635-UUUU=-=RUHHD WA,

ZNR UUUUU ZOV RUHVAAAOIGE REROUTE OF RUHGSUGo 181 3336516

RUHIDBA T CoR JTG EWNEWETAK ATOLL HI/ZFCRA

P 6545162 DEC 77

Ri DISTAD MAJURO RAESHALL ISLAIDS

TO RUHVAAA/CDR JTG ENSWETAK ATOLL HI/FCRA

INFO ZERN/DISTAD REP JAPTAW WARSHALL ISLANDS

of

UiCLAS :

REUR P 221160 DEC 77, HeD TO KUOW HOW (iadY CHILDREIN o MONTHS UP TO

7 YEARS AWD 1OY NARY PLPOLE 8 YLARS UP TO 65 YEARS AND OVER AT JAPTAN

AND HOY (ABY CHILDRE W SORWED' SINCE 1367 TO 1977, WOl MEDICIHES AWD -

APPROPRIATE VACCIWzS WILL ok SENT SOON AoOVE IWFORMATION OBTAINED.

ONZ SANITARIAN AND THRELE WATER SkAL TOILLTD WILL sk UW FIRS[ FIELD TrnlIp

TO JAPTAH. REGUEST DISTAD ReP JAPTAN HAVe 345, v DOLLAH READY FOR PAY-

FEWT OF WATER ScAL TOILETS. DDHS SEHDS

dr .
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COR JTG EWEWETAK ATOLL MI//FCR
DISTAD MAJURO MARSHALL ISLANDS
UNCLAS ‘
COL MIXAN SENDS FOR OSCAR DEBRUM
SUBJ: REPORT OF TRIP TO JAPTAX, ENE:WEIAK
A. REFERZNCE LETTER, SUBJ: AS ABOVE, DATED 8 NOV 77 FROM DR.
RIKLON TO DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR
l. I HAVE RECEIVED AN INFORMATION COPY OF REF A, DR. RIKION'S
DETAILED REPORT REGARDING HIS & NOVEMBER.TRIP TO ENEWETAK ATOIJ..
2. I AM VZRY INTERESTED IN LEARNING WHAT ACTIONS ARE COMTEM-
PLATED RELATIVE TO DR. RIKLON'S RECOMMENDATIONS. 1 WOULD
APPRECIATE HEARING FROM YOU IN THIS REGARD AT YOUR EARLIEST

CONVENIENCE,

GERALD G. GARNER, MAJ, USA, ADMIN OFF
FCRA, 6~2114, 1 Dec 77

EDGAR J. MIXAN,COL,USA,CDR,FCR,6-2100
‘ UNCLASSIFIED
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