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March o, 13¢1

Dr. John N. Wolfe, Chilef
Envirormental Sciences Branch
Division of Biology and Medicine
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Dr, Wolfe:

You have asked for our "reaction" to the "Addendum
orl Vegetation' to the 13960 medical report on the
Rongelapese. '

The first reaction was one of surprise at the in-
clusion of such & section in the medical report. The
second reaction; shared by Ralph Palumbo who has been
studying the vegetation at Eniwetok and Dick Walker the
plant physlologist from the botany department who has
been participating in the Rongelap studies, was that
wnile the observations reported are correct, as far as
they go, the lmplication that radiation has been the
Qrima§§ causative factor is without foundatio:.. and is
scarcely ncgated by the general statements in the pe-
nultimate paragraph (Ralph is also sending ycu his com-
ments). Unfortunately, the emphasis on radlation
eflects 1is given added credence merely by the inclusion
of the addendéum in a report by specialists in the area
of medical aspects of radiatlon effects. This is quite
a different proposition then the publication of similar
naterial by Fosberg who does not purpert to be a radlia-
tion expert. Fosberg at least has a backlog of obser-
vations recorded from other atolls, either as author or
editor, from whic: he has impllcated such other factors
as drought and the activities of birds as being of pri-
mary importance (there was no fallout in those areas)
in causing deleterious effects to the vegetation. When
more data are available he has the background to enable
him to reinterpret his observations and either change
his suspicions or affirm them as conclusive. Such u

HQRT

reinterpretation would presumably be communicated through

the same media Fosberg has used previously and the re-
cord would be clean.
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Rongelap and Lhe more heayll;, Lrracisued DAL, LAl a0
recovered to the level of the contrel populatvic. . Lol
3 19546 Rengelap had recoversc ¢ ek above Lhe ©We Con-
trols, Majuro and Ponepe. Bliini, fhiich recelved 5000
additional radiation in 195¢ belfore the collectlion was
made, was 8till low as compared tc Ponape or hongerd:

but only insimgdficantly lower tuaa the Hajuro control.
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¥e are not prepared to go into a full discussion Gl
he causative ageats in the deblllitatican ol the vegeta-
tion irn the norther: part of Rownsolap Atoll. Nor will wi
be for somne considerable time. ilovever, we can 1list souw
ol' the possiitilities that are beliug considered.

Radiation due to fallout ~ seed: of various plants have
Deer colleceea and greenouse culture tecinlques are
beine worized out in Seattle with a view to coatrolled
radiastion exporinenss (not »y this lab -~ Sparrou
(DIL) nas verbally expresscd interest in doing this).

Goils - seils from throughout the atoll are being classi-
fred. I% is clear that the beat soils of the aoria-
crn Lslands are oueh less well developed than in

“other parts ci’ the 25211 {e.g. 0.20 @ in the test
nortner. <oil ve 0.5/-1.71 ;i in the prevalent soll:
cf other islanda).

. . ey s ~ ., ; K IR tn et ;o orat 3 o
snra s - we have nebk worited out o satisfactory nwthod oo
T o

azgsessl.g the role of sprz, .

Selinivy Telerance - testc are in progress in the greea-
house. waux far Meszerscivnidia has been found to
be more tolerant Thoo Scaevola., There is putative
ciidence that Quettarda .3 sos: tolerant than
Scaevaela,

Cver weshing of 1slands - there 1o clear evidernce ol Ie-
ceny over waaning at lLomuilsl - e.3. glass floats,

umlece area found near the center of (ane Lsland.
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wind - the effect of wind on the isclated palms in the
north as compared to those i groves Ln the soutn
and east was repestedly pointed out by the resideny
agriculturalist.

- it bt :
Co may be "telesceping {at iy rate telescoplng o

kS
been obsarved at tiie norshors: islands) and iz a wel
oovn result off droushi.
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