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ULEQX%IONG
the Senate

Clerk of

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
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AN ACT c
To provids for certzin care and benefits to ths people of Rongelap ' *

snd Utirlk Atolls eoxposod to the March 1, 1954, H-Bocd fallout; to
provide for care and bsnoflts to certain other people from R:mgelzp
o end Utirik, 8Ild for other purposes.
BB IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF MICRCNESTA:
Section 1, Short title. This sct i3s knovn and may de cited

as' the Trust Territory Fallout Survivors Act.

1

2

5. Section 2. Statement of intent, As a result of the March 1,
e i, & 1954, "Bravo" shot of the Cestle Test Serles conducted by Joint
,Té;k Porce Seven at Bikini Atoll, 82 Rongelapese, 157 Utirikess, Es 5

2% Japansso fisherren, and 28 Amesrlcan servicemen wore exposed

' to 'rﬂdxaacuve fauout uhid. co“taminated their places of
b . 1 .y P LU [T TR AT emal e xr‘!.}

habxtation. It is thus the sense of the Ccngress of MWerenesia

that t:e oxposed Rongalapesa and Utdirikese represent miqus

- groups of poople in the Trust Territory bescause of théir experience.
It is tho further seaso of tho Congross that becauso of the spécial

‘and vnique effects of radiation vhich, in the case of the’ Rongelspess,

have been masifested in cases of thyrold nodules, thyrold cancer, one , -'_'f’.

possible case of leukemis, md other offocts -- that these people

should bs accorded spscial cere and treatmeut by the Trust

16 Torritory Goveramont in ordsr to preserve amd protect thelr health,
17 Pinally, it 3s also ths sense of the Congress, that exasination

18 of these expossd peopla requires the exanmimitim of nonexposed

19  persons; that the health of thase nonexpossd persons wust ba '
20 paintained a2t the sams level as those exposed; and that these

21 ' ponexposed pursons ss providéd for An this set should also be

« 22  entitled to tho sars carc aud benofits as exyosed persons..
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. Section 3. Definitions. In this act, unless the context

v l
N
2 othendso requires, the follcwing dafinitions shall apply'
3 (1) "Exposod person' means sny mcrtmcsian citizcn
: 4 who.uas on Rongelnp Atoll, Ailing'inan Atoll, or Utirik Atoll on
:":‘S Ma.rch 1, 1954, or ¥ho wes born within ten months after that dats,
‘:6V - (2) "Doscendents of exposed psrsons” wmeans children .
, 7 ) vhoso mother or father was an exposed person,
. _l': 8 (3} “Control™ reans those persons now 1iving in the
- 9 Marshsll }slands District who were not exposed to fallout from
10 Vthe March 1, 1954, test, but who agroe as hersinafter prt;vidad :
~~'.,11 . in.thi.s act, to be examined and tested in 1ike manner as exposed
‘m 157 section 4. Benefits. The care and benoflts provided by

“~..,...14 the Trust Te.rrito'i-y‘ for the exposod porsons; descendants of

¥ exp'osed penoz;ﬁ, sad control persons shall be: '
(1) Trasportation frem their. flpco. of reﬁideneo tc

the hgsﬁital on lﬁjuro. or Ebsye when that facility is completed,

and return to their placs of residence.: Trmsportatim for one

‘ frrediate mesder of the family of the perscm vill also be prcvidad

et NoO expense,

e

(2)- Por diei at stedard Trust Territory rates will be

prov!.ded to the persan requestlng examination and also to ths one oE
23 person allowed to accompany him. The office of the Dis'rict Diractar ni
24 of Haalth Services shall be responsible for assisting such pmms s

25 in securing their proper por dicm.

- -
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(3) Housing at no cost to such persons shall be
provided by the Marshall Islands District Government when such
porsons ars in Majuro or Ebeye for examination or treatoent;
PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that this Section shall not be construed e
to requim such persons to live in governrent housing should -
t.hey choose to make their owa housing arrangsments, ' e _3
(4) FPree modical caro including wodicaticm, _ireatmnt,
“and hospitalizaticn shall be accorded to such persons,
Section 5. Record of:; exponses, The Distrlct Director of -.

I3

Health Services and tho bistrict Director‘ of Financa shall be

R R I Y PO PR Y,

[
- O

responsible for nnintaining records of all expenses incurred

A mdsr the provisions of this act ond the District Director of

SN
-
{ad

" Hoalth Serviees shall provids a quarterly roport of the expenses
T to the Office of tho ligh Cormissioner, the Offiw of the Lsgislatlve

Counsel of the Cmgrcss of m::rmesia, and to tho Director of the

‘ Dopartment of Health Sorvicﬂs of ths Trust Territory. The annual
' 17 orpenses incurred wnder the provisions of this act shall be defruyed o

" 18 as provided for in Section 10 of this act,

Section 6, Procedures. The persons mﬁtianed in Sectim 3

of this act shuli initiate their request for transportation to a

hoépital facility with the health aide or other reprosentative of

—— gm—
]
ad

the Tmst-Territory' Department of Health Services. 1€ a field

23 trlp vesssl is et the island, the health aids, 1f he belioves the
g ,';_-,“_._'._; ':'24 request 1s valid, shall so adviss the doctor sboard or the master

e %, 25 of the ship in lleu of a doctor. If the health eids 1s not on ths

.

]
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1simd, the person should ask the magﬁstmte, council merber,
school teacher or other. "recognized community leader to act

in his behalf. This Section shall not be construsd to allow ©
.persons the aforesaid bencfits if the ailu:ant or corplaint |
.could have bem treated at the porson s placa of Tosidencs,

by the health personnsl avallable, It should funher not be

Rt

construed to vequirs the roroutlmg of s! ip.. or plancs for-
‘ minor ailmnts or complaints which cam de treated on the -

1s.lsnd' PROVImo HO’a.’EVER, that an exposed descendant of

- S S . T I

-
o

mm exposed, or a control person vho has a serlpus and scute
i11  complaint, illness, or mccldent shall bé transported in a 1like

B ¥ ' nzmner as any other en:ergency patient. R ' P

s 13 " Section 7., Handbook. The Department of Health Sorvicss,
' " l4. the District Office of Health Servicos end the Special Joint
. Committee Concerning Rongelap znd Utirik Atolls, in conjunction

vith the Brookhaven National Laboratory, ‘shall cause to be

created snd reproduced a hmdbéok ‘to be given to exposed, -

'13 -desccndants of exposed, and control persons, Said handbock
‘ 19 shall contaln, but not be limited to, the foiloﬁing information:
o 20 Exposed or nonexposed status, date of birth, sex, name end Brookhaven
.- ':'f':214 " Hational Laboratory case nusbeT of the person. Space shall also be
22~ provided for a record of medical examinations and findings in the '.

23 Marshallese lmnguage. IR

24 © - Sectlion 8, Eligibility, Exposed porson:s. and descendants of

25 expossd persons ere autonmatically eligibls for the bencfits provided

‘)
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" control parson. The District Director of Haalth Services shall

'“O_eoq‘o»'v\buNH

; or Ebeye for examlnatior-x‘xmder the p;rovisi.ons of this act shall

Pub
s

st

. District Health Services shall be no*mhally responsible for carrying

‘district center hospital, or other medical facility, sre returned

under this ect. Control porsans shall beconrs eligible ocnly upon
signing a written agreemnt in both Marshallese end English
uhic.h provides that said psrson will become eligible for the o

aforerentioned benefits'o;xly 1f he or she zgrees to act as &

ba respo'\sibla for drafting sald agreement in cunjunction with
the Director of the Departmnt of Health Services and Brook.‘xnvan

Nationzl Laboratory. All psrsons who are tr:msported to Majuro

sign a statement prior to lsaving their home island, agreeing to

submit to a complete medical examination, which shall 1ﬁc1udo,._but

nog bo limlted to a blood test, - -_‘-*_' Sldea

Section 9. Enforcement. 'rhe Dircctor of the Hars‘mll Isl:mds

out end enforcing the provisions of this act, but ray, at his- -~ ,
discretion, confar with other digtrict officisls, the Devpartmnt of ;‘
Fealth Sarvicas and the Special Joint Committee ox the presiding -
offioérs of the Congress of Micronesie, :'I‘ho Di:;trlct Director

shall insure that those eligible receive tho full benefits provided

under this act and shall insuro that those porsons visiting the -

to their homs island es soon as is appropriate to their condition,

within the constréints of normsl ship schedules. The District

Tirector shall also include in his quarterly report any and’ alx .

flagrent or continuous sbuses ox violatims of ths intent of this act.

174
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Co-utinued abuse of tho privileges and bonefits of. this act nay
result in te'"purary or pormnnent susponsicn of the offendor

-.from eligibility, A potition to suspend engibuity will be
presented by the District Director of Health Services to the
Marshall Islands delaga_tion of the Congress of Micronesia.

, .Decisionn of the Marshall Islends delegation shall be final,

Soctica 10, The Offico of the High Cczuissioner 1'3 directed

to seek en oxecutive agreement with tﬁo Atomic Energy Commission . - ‘

O B S R N

whereby the exﬁenses incurred wmder the pro;isions of this act

10 will be defraysd either directly or on a relmbursable basis by -
N 11  the Atonic Energy Cormission and report his findings to the
-. 12 Cohgreﬂs of Micronesia no later than t‘\irty dzz's aftor the o
13- ’effect.ve date of this =act, . )

' 14 Section 11, Effsctivo date. This act shall teke offect upen
15 the approval by the High Commissioner, or vpoa 1ts becoming lev
16 without such gpproval. . ; N
17 - . O . £ .
. . - 18 i ) - N . K Y .- . ".
- 19 A / éw(f // , 1973
o " ’ T '. o . B o
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