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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
REGIONAL OFFICE e
1275 MARKET STREET. 14TH FLOOR

!
L= CivIL RIGHTS SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94103

JUL 20 1979

Foplr. Ruth Clusen, Assistant Secretary
SYoRor the Environment

lepartment of Energy
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20545

(In reply, please refer to Docket No. 09-79-4095)

[Dear Dr. Clusen:

t

? We are sending you a copy of a complaint received by the Office

‘ for Civil Rights. We have reviewed the complaint and determined
that the allegations fall outside our jurisdiction. We believe

\ that the issues of this complaint may be within the jurisdiction

of your office.

We have advised the complainant that we are referring a copy
of the complaint to your office for action.

Thank you for your help. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to call us at FTS 556-8367.

Dl edicffre [

Jean Kresy-Porée/, Acting Director
Program Review and Management

Support Division

Enclosure
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PROGRAM REVIEW & MANAGEMENT
Dery D, slzall: SUPPORT DIVISION
OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS/REGION 1X/SF
Ioriis oo : : .icroresiz ihet
TE oL sorzl atione ITruciee-
o lIrs ool ntly atterdirnz & university in laweil ond 1y permiznent
rooils z2 i ¢ . iwilelein stoll.
(A e o Loocd 2Zress some ¢l the problems focing peonle 2rc
Zcoa Jliz e T tZx .rocreT. As Tcu are 'ndeourtecly zware, U o
Tee. LT s.ip ~greemeny in 1047, whic Iz Tinding cn
ALLoTIL thoislands, e Lgreerent stetes tihe U.IL it
rzo orziiic to "-rohiect the health of tve inhabitants" and tc "pretect t.oc¢ inlzbi-
c.I ooinst tic lozs ¢f toeir land and resources,"

Iooloz .2 lest two montics trevelling throughou: thne cars.ells - tc e
oo irz a2tolis t. et can onl: be reacted by boit - Interviening differnt
o < Lrems tley lave experienced £ram the radiozctive fcllovt Trem tle
tol TzIte. cre soie of tihe things I have learned:

I~

Ir 1T.¢, prior to tie first test series of "low yield" atcmic bombs at Sikini,

dents ¢l lorceler and nearby atclls were evacuated as a precaution., ZIight rears
s s Ircve wa:s detonated - the largesi bomb ever sxr-loded atove ground (77C
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. _iroer thaern earlier tests) - none of the people were evicuated and several
Gresoere sericucly contaminated with snow like fallout on Zongelap and Utirilk.

zric v orodiziicn nonitoring gerscormel on oan atoll clese to Zongela: iere evacur-
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ved £ oortl; elter e test, but the Rongelar peopls were not evacusted fcr n.cre
than oI lours, tnus compounding theri radiztion rproblems.

Ir 2027 (three vears after te 3ravo shot), wit: no extensive radioclczizzl
surver:z ccrcucted, tie peo le of fongelep were told by the Atomic —nergr Comiission
trat * eir ztcll wos safe for rerebitation "despite slignt lingering radiocactivity"
ond allowed to return nome. Following a court suit in 1675 which forced the 4 3/
—ent. of Inerz to do 2z radiolosicel surver of the northern larsi2lls, the DIZ'c
1677 t shows thet Rongelap ‘es, on some islends, radiation levels close to
Zi “ere the tests were conducted. Bikini has been declared unlivable for
G Decpite the AEC's cssurarces of kongelap's safety, t ¢ pecple have
b a conteminated atoll for more than 20 ears.

Tre reople of Uiirik were alsc contaminated by Iravo, but with abouth 1/10
= <+

of the Fonzelap dose. Accordingly, the ~IC reacsured them continually trat they
Louwld oov: no prebliems - however, in 1977 there wes a2 sudden ju.p in the cancer and
thyreil prople.s equelling t-at of the much more heavily exposed Rongelzp peogrle.

~ne iraérican doctors admitted they had been campletely wrong in their predictions.
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Irn 1G6C the #IC declared "there i- virtially nc radiation leftY cm Ziliss
and :llowed reorle t. be in ngoving nack, Eut tern veaws te r T
were -2 nich i bot. the envircnment and recple thet +
in 1970, meking internationzl heailines in tiz Trocess.,

The ~0T lmew L ikind wzs still Mhot! i- 1072 (accerding to tieir oo Turvios)
! .esge potentizl :zrerds i Tryor of
tie resettlemart made stnts arse
ce ol data for evalustin- t-e
i incerrerat g
Silroccnia

wnce d =z sta allese diet, arrcorccs (23 2lcos 1o a
prtato,, since the late 1€30 rreducing on gver: islan I ile llaro
gralls. =~3dditicnall-, peorl 12 etclls assert that tie ceconute,
brezciruit ani othter lc.21 7 L0 Trocuct cor hove mutated,
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¥ Zreclizvern lational Leberatory (cn centrezcet to tihe AZC/DLD) ie chersed witn
concuctir: regcular mediczl chicks on the exrosed recrle and is responsitle for ore-
vidins for the —ecples' healt’ care. But Znstead thre -0 doctors orsist
mis re (the Uiirik ard

z To
2Z t.e pecple zbout their radietion exresu

I submit that problems cid nct end wit' the roclear test rerre.
in 1670 - trot in : robtlemz “ere ere &
result ol volicies ‘rzercreteticon
of tre radiclorica r rarn zlter-
native peint of vi Y t WS on
sibilit> tc rrctect tre tealih I ngly tret t'e ©
coverrment snovld rrevide funds for scientific survevs of t e islaonds and
exzaminstions of the peorlc by independent docters and scientiste, wit! re
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to the DCo. ..md tloze personnel shouls be chosen by lars -l

Zut cn tep of this, I would like tc invite vou and represent:tives
by 3 P
epartzent to come tc th r
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¢ U.S. has not lived up to its obligations under tie U.Il. Trusteeszip fgree-
ment erd in rany cases has beer in direct violation of it. The resuliing radiztion
problems thal &re now becaning evident are just part of t'e problem fzcing mr rpecple
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ove trat you will be 1illin- to lock irte the

.2t are occuring this very minute in the tars zil
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