CEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. ECUCATION, AND WELFARE
-~ SEGIONAL OFFICE

o 1275 MARKET STREET. 14TH FLOOR
CEFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS SAN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA 94103

JUL 24 1979

Ruth Yan Cleve, Director
Office of Territorial Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

(In reply, please refer to Docket No. 09-79-4098)

Dear Ms. Van Cleve:

We are sending you a copy of a complaint received by the Office
for Civil Rights. We have reviewed the complaint and determired
that the allegations fall outside ocur jurisdiction. We believe
that the issues of this complaint may be within the jurisdiction

of your office.

We have advised the complainant that we are referring a ~opy
of the compiaint to your office for action.

Thank you for your help. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to call us at FTS 556-8367.

Sincerely,

AEERAN

402647

R

Jean Kresy-Poree, Aétiné Director

Program Review and Management
Support Division

Enclosure
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July 2, 1976
Utiril, HNarohell Yoloauds
Trust Territory of thoe Paci

RIVE

llre Pogax LAy, AY/LES :
U.Se ixnersy Desearch end Pevelcpmant Adrinistration (FaDa)
Wevada Ozeraticns QITlca

P.0, Lox 22CO

Las Vegas, licvada 3911l

Deex lr, Day:

Thig letter is fron the chlefs and 2ll of the peopls In Utirik Atoll.
Zt has pow been tuonty~two rears since the radicacidve f2ll-out fron tha tomb,
vhich has cisturbed tie peaca and vellara rron 1954 until.iihs present,

Tha Joctors fzom LD have t0ld v3 that thers Uere 1 rads in Utirik ond
175 vuds in Rongelap, therefdsre, te are very surorized, tecause in Utirik ve
Lkave ten cases of thyroid rodules, three of unich tere nalignante. Tut in Dongelas
they have thairly cases of thyroid nodales, and also tires cases of mallganncy.
Perhaps jou can tell us i€ there 1a some cxplinatlon for the sana mumber of nalizm:
thyroid cases in lonpelop and Utiri®s, vho received very different levels of
roddatlon? )

Adaiidonally, wa have nany rore thirzs to ask, because at pressnt we ere
0ot heppy with the way things ares

‘ @ hy is thare not a contyol gyoun in Ubiri%k? :

a) The peopls of Utizik ors different from the people of Rongelap~—thuy
ore a cdiffercoit sena pool ond breeding pooulation.

b) The peonle of Utirik were exposed to Gifferent levels of rafation Lhan
the peopla of ilonzelop—-Utirilk had 14 »rads, 2ad Donzslad had 175 rodse

¢) There vere ddfferent rsturm tires for tre Utirik eonla and tha Ronzelap
peonla from iwajaloin (following thely evecuation) in 195h--etha vecole
of Utiril: retuxysd to their atoll afier thres months, and the Saoplo—

- oI ongelup retumed To Vhelr olOTE—=<or Thres yOaTde '
d) Vould it he correct to say that perhors the Ubirdi: people recelved nore
than only 14 rads in 1igat of their quick return time to Ubirikz
e) liowld it ba correct Lo say that vie can cxvect neny more cases of thyroid

problans in the futwre?

@ How come the ERDA doctors told us that thers was Just a little bil of radia
in Utiril: and 2 lob in Hongelan? That is, thy are irers 4he sans rumber
of nalignant thy~old slands in Utirdlt as there are in Pongelan?

3e Iig_{::;t that the INDA doctors o not exazlne the children of the axposed
Virizsonp? — _ ————————

Le 1y i3 it that the IRDA doctors glvae Uiferant treatnent to the peovle of
Utirile than the peopl: of Fongelmn? Buoy o not give M1l exsrinatiors
to_toa peonie of Utirik cvery yoar, os they do in nongeliv. idgy not?

Se The peonls of Utdrik should be alile to chooss thelr own costors
The pconle of Utirdk Cdo rot like Dr. Krmudsen tecausa s does rot
cxomino all of the Utdrik people,:and 1coxs ab the peovls =2 Ublrik
o5 if they ors merdly oninals in a sclentilic coperdnent, ord Turcadr,

15 does 10T provide a Vulck call™ Tor vie [eonloe

b) “ha people of Utirik & 1iles D, Conard lLeceause he lies o tha
peonleEs— 713 2ol helved the peopld w0 Lhderstond the problom
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taad they einfoont i ronards 40 the radistion and Lis efifcets,

T e e

o5 dseovered thob o opoe

Go Lome yoars oo, the 004 ook e
sonla izl adnlb-orset diabetes, and suld thad 2),0 of 1
- J
CisnniCe
a) 1lgr Lovonty t‘w “"“1 doctors given nedicins 1o the pecolo 1ho havs tho
o Dilabinage)?

[«
diseaso in Uilrdis (medicines
L) Dre lonvud ;».ox,r:.;g liad osked the Trust Torratory Cov'ie (dn aguro)

rc"
\
1]
%

tha redicine (Licsinase s 2d they rofused to give hin oy Jor 2
reonle ol Utlziik, and there rrore, the poonls with Lhis Cilsease hove ot

~bagy oneriy Nrc‘.;—;u. :
Te AL prosont, ths nsonla o* L’* 3% have much fear of the radlation that cane
fron tre bLowmos .
a) ;:,,. r2iore e noduls of Utirik foel the reood to b 4V SOneORe Cone out
oxnd O & uuw or ‘-\:ti-" ik foxr sl radiation,
§ HEhA 'hi'xe'“ eXTIUTO0L hag bLewn dunaped 25 n
-~
v

[e]
b) the veoslo of Utdrik Sfeel
A seny Wiz aroowrool cizlle reasure ora

reguls ol the radiation,
-~ .. - LI E L oy .
fo5t, icxreas Lafore the re.x..v.:.“on ey necsuaed five feob,
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s F’ A3 Fou con see, the peonle of Uiisilc are vory dstressed and “x-ry s
atlona Tha nednle feel that the Tooa Viogrom is ia need of

Ja,a*ej\ P >v=r - Hazistrate

w/

Atijo Alco ~ Serite

A2los Kios - Iroij (Cuict)
cct  Robert A. Congad, M, Dey T2IDA
Reps Cimyles Soulnuk, congress of jiicronesia
epe Ataldl Polow, Corsvesa of Microne esia
Scne Olypla Yoria, Congress of Hicronesla
Piste Ade Oscor Zofrvm, Moxshalla
Trad ‘.vcmr. Pedte of Interior (Us)
Sec ﬁutae:u_') Councild, United a%ions
Cc.u'-w‘i ol .ac“oz*csva
Judy a: d Zan Taxal, Coorga Alla.n, ,-ttornof"! at I_::'.J
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