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Dear Mr. Hollister:

As you may recall from the dose assessment meeting on
Kili last week, Senator ~enchi Bales, the Bikinians’ elected
representative to the Marshall I~nd Nitijela, asked DOE
scientists why they now believe that people can live on Eneu
Island in light of the fact that government officials just two
years ago stated that Eneu Island would have to remain off-
limits for 20-25 years, due to unexpectedly high levels of
radiation on the island. YOU and Dr. Wachholz replied that
DOE had no knowledge of such statements.

Senator Bales was referring to testimony on May 22 and
June 19, 1978 before the House Appropriations Conunittee Sub-
committee on the Interior. At the May 22 hearing, for example,
~uth Van Cleve, Director of the Office of Territorial Affairs,
stated that her expectation that the Bikinians could be moved
to Eneu had been changed by recently-released DOE data declaring
Eneu off-limits:

“I must tell you ... that we have suddenly
been required to recast our preliminary plans
in a very major way. The committee will recall
that when we testified before you a month ago,
we anticipated, on the basis of the best infor-
mation then available to us from the Department
of Energy, that if it were necessary to move
the people of Bikini Island to an alternative,
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safe site, we could expect that the nearby
island of Eneu would be available for the
purpose.

Last Thursday we learned that tests of a
limited sample of food-stuffs growing on
Eneu showed an uptake of radionuclides much
in excess of those predicted on the basis of
the known cesium and strontium content of
the soil. Accordingly, we have concluded that
we must eliminate Eneu as an alternative site,
and we have thus revised substantially the
plans for temporary settlement.”

Hearings on 1978 Second Appropriations Bill Before the Subcom-
mittees of the House Committee on Appropriations, 95th Cong. ,
2d Sess. at 866 (1978) (hereinafter See also“Hearings”) .

High Commissioner Winkel’s statement, id. at p. 889.—

Following Mrs. Van Cleve’s remarks, ~oe Deal of DOE sub-
mitted data showing that cesium levels on Eneu w~5 to 6 times
the previous estimates. He also stated that radiation measure-
ments in s,ixsalt water wells on Eneu may have exceeded EPA
standards. Hearings”at 877.

At the June 19 hearing, High Commissioner Winkel reported
that he had met with the people living on Bikini Island and
“explained to the people ... that Eneu Island ... was not con-
sidered safe enough to allow their living on it at this time ....”
Hearings at 913. The Statement of Understanding signed by the
U.S. Government on Kili on August 16, 1978 reflects this view:
11...[o]n the basis of the most recent scientific information, it
appea;s that Eneu Island ... will ... be unavailable for settle-
ment.

Eight months later, by letter dated May 15, 1979, ~uth
I Clusen, DOE Assistant Secretary for Environment, wrote to Under
I Secretary of the Interior Joseph stating unequivocally that Eneu

could not be resettled for 20-25 years even with imported food:——

“The degree of uncertainty in estimating doses
on Eneu Island is similar to that for Enewetak
Atoll. Assuming, therefore, that Enewetak cri-
teria are applicable to other similar situations
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in the northern Marshall Islands, the dose esti-
mates for return of the Bikini people to Eneu
Island would be compared to the Enewetak criteria
as described above rather than to the FRC guidance.
When this is done, it is found that even with
imported food the radiation doses to the people
on Eneu would not be expected to be in compliance
with the Enewetak criteria for about 20-25 years.”
(Emphasis supplied)

I am enclosing copies of Mrs. Clusen’s May 15, 1979
letter as well as cited pages from the hearings, the August 16,
1978 Statement of Understanding, and various newspaper articles
that reported at the time that a move to Eneu would not be
possible.

In light of the above testimony, I believe it would be
appropriate to review this matter, and I request that you provide
Senator Bales, through me, with a thorough answer to his ques-
tion. It may be that these 1978 and 1979 statements were based
on incomplete data, but this matter should be cleared up.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.
&

Sincerely,

~N& 44+4

r
/’‘Jonathan M. Weisgall
/’

JMW:cmf ‘d

Enclosures

cc: Henchi Bales (w/enc.)
Ruth Clusen (w/enc.)
Steve Gottlieb, Esq.
Gordon Law (w/enc.)



October 28, 1980

J. Deal, EV-131
T. McCraw, EV-30<

Attached is a letter from Jonathan Weisgal. He raises—..

the issue of why .Eneu was not considered “safe” at the time

of the ’78 hearings, whereas in 1980 it is conditionally

okay. (The content of the May, 1979, letter to which

referral is made is nearly identical with our current posi-

tion, and I will respond to that portion of his letter) .

Since you were involved at that time (1978), could you

provide a response for that portion of the letter?

Please let me know ASAP.
k

Thank you.

Bruce W. Wachholz, EV-30

cc : W. Bair, PNL
W. Robison, LLNL “
R. Ray, NVOO



Department of Energ:;
Washington, DC. 20585

May 15, 1979

Honorable James A. Joseph
Under Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Joseph:

I am pleased to reply to your letter of April 12, 1979, regarding
the possible return of the Bikini people to Eneu Island.

This response will address both of the issues you raise:

1. Your understanding of previous statements by my staff.

2. More detailed information on estimated dose assessments for
people living on Eneu Island, including various assumed living
and eating patterns.

With respect to the first point, your understandings ares in gener~l:
correct. The more detailed information addressing the second point
is included as an enclosure to this letter.

If the guidance of the Federal Radiation Council (FRC) (500 mrem/yr
to individuals, and 170 mrem/yr and 5000 mrem/30 yrs to a Population)
is to be complied with, the people could return to Eneu only if it is
assured that adequate imported food would be available to and used bj’
the people for approximately 20 years, that food grown on Bikini Isldnd
is not a part of the diet, that residence is restricted to Eneu Isiana,
and that visitation to Bikini Island is effectively controlled.

Since the FRC guides were originally formulated, an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) was prepared for the resettlement of Enewetak
Atoll. In the EIS, recormnended criteria”which are one-half of the
FRC guidance for individuals and 80 percent of the 30-year FRC guidance
for populations were proposed for evaluating land use options f~r use
in planning the cleanup and rehabilitation of Enewetak Atoll. These
criteria were recommended because of uncertainties in estimating future
doses to the people at Enewetak Atoll. However, following the return
of people to the Islands, direct radiation exposure measurements would
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be available and comoared with the full FRC guidance of 500 mrem/yr to
individuals and 5000 mrem/30 yrs to the population. These criteria for

Enewetak were reviewed by interested Government agencies; no objections
to these criteria were raised. Gne of the reviewing iiCje~Ci~S, the ‘-

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), found the criteria acceptable,
but ccnsiderea them to be “... upper limits ...” and that “... arry
proposed guideline or nurmericai values for the :o>e lil:it~ are only
preliminary guidance and that a cost-benefit analysis must be undertaken
to determine whemer the projected doses are really as low as readiiy
achievable and practical before proceeding with the relocation proJect.
On the basis of such analysis it may be prudent to lower dose guidelines
for this operation. ”

The degree of uncertainty in estimating doses on Eneu Island is similar
to that for Enewetak Atoll. Assuming, therefore, that Enewetak criteria
are aqolicable to other similar situations in the northern Marsh?ll
:Slan?s, the dose estimates for return of the Bikini people tc Eneu
Island would be corpared to the Enewetak criteria as describes above
rathsr than to the FRC guidance. When this is done, it is fourld that
even with imported food the radiation doses to the people on Eneu would
not be expected to be in compliance with the Enewetak criteria for about
?9-25 years.

Severai basic combiflations of residence and food constraints are discussed
in thq enclosed, and are illustrated and surnnarized in the attachments to
the enclosed. Other considerations also are addressed. If any further
ref~newent of the data chanqes these estimates in a significant way, we
will imnediatel~ inform you.

We trust that this is helpful to you in resolving the issue of the
acccptabilitv of Eneu Island as ? rcsiaence island.

Enclosure

cc: Dr. William Mills, EPA
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STATEMENT OF HIGH cOMM1SS1ONER ADRIAN P. WINKEI, BEFORE THE
INTERIOR AND RELATED AGENCIES SUBCOMMITTEE, CO!4MITTEE ON
APPROPRIATIONS , HousE OF RZPRESENTATIwS, CONCEIUiING

RES.E’TTLE?!ENTOF THE PEOPLE OF BIKINI, MAY 22, 1978

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee:

The preceding statements of Mrs. Van Cleve and the

presentation of the Department of Energy clearly demonstrate

the dilemma we face in dealing with the immediate and longer-

range futures of the people now living on Bikini Island.

Until last week, it had been a reasonable presumption

based on predictions by the Department of Energy that Eneu

in the Bikini Atoll would be a satisfactory place to which

the Bikini people could be moved in the immediate short-run

period and that it would also serve as a permanent location

for the bulk of the larger group still on Kili.

We now know that this is not the case.

We tb.us have the necessity of a temporary move to a

locatlon that most likely will not be the permanent home for

t these people.

At this point let me say that there are no uninhabited

islands or atolls on which these people might make a perma-

, nent settlement. Uninhabited islands in the Marshalla are

uninhabited because they are incapable of sustaining human

t
life to any extent, particularly the numbers of people we are

P
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talking about. 4
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?tr. cb.al.-ar, Yenbers of the Committee:

In, accordance with the declslons made at ~

.-.eat:.-.<, I 5~scLsscJ wlt.h the people of Bikini

i srtncomln~ mc,?e from that island and their pre,

re!:<3cL0n sites. These meetings were held eve)

our &lay 22nti

Island their

erence as to

a period of 24

hOJrs, cn Th~rSday and Friday, June 1 and 2, with v~rtually

all C: the Fco>ie of the Island--men, women, and children--

in acten23~.cc at the first neetlna, and 35 to 40 people (the

3:J:: 731? ;oF~lat:on) at the succeedlnq two meet:nas.

Sksequently, on ‘40nsay, June 5, a meet;nq was held with

Ehe peopie of K1lL :sland for the same purposes, wlti? atiu: 109

Fe~;le in attendance.

In the opening remarks at Bikini I explalned to the people

that I Gas t

fron Blklnl

enough ta al

relocation s

At the

outlined the

ere to inform them it was necessary that they move

sland, that Eneu Island also was not considered safe

ow the~r livlnq on ~t at this t~me, and that four

tes were suggested for their consideration and decision.

second meetlnq on Friday, June 2, varzous spokesmen

preferences .of the people as follows:

1) S~ay on B~’kinl Island until further information is

a\,allable about Eneu food and its levels of radio-

ictlvlty. The people reasoned that they would have to

●
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Bikinians Must Quit Mad for at Least
By WalterPhtcrrs

W“h!”,lo. ●ent 01.11 Wrlb,

The 139 Nlarshallese living on Bl-
khrl Island wffl have to leave their
home ●loll wilfdo three mmaths ●ad
not return for ●t Iemt 30 y?ars iJa-
cause of radlaltun rematnlnx from s
1954 U S. h)drogrn bomb test, s
Ifouse .Appropriationn subcommittee
qas told c t rday,

z

n ●arner plnn to move them front
Blklnl Island to Eneu. msolher Island
ha the atoll, was dropped, the subrmm.
mlttre wag told, bccauqe &;”eIJ-a cW~
nuts were show irrg rndioacU$ Ily read.
In!:v five to SIX times higher Ihms gov.
●rl, mcnt U.kentists had previously ●x.
per!cd,

~ s rrqdt. Interior Department of.
flcials said yexterday, they could not
MY where the fflkfrrl realderrts would
menhrally end up.

‘The people now Ilvlnti on Bikini
wrre the lit st ones to return ●fIcr .
1969 determination hy the Atomic En.
crcy Cnmm!+m Ihat U1O ntadl was
safe from rmhatibn conlaminallon.
From 1946 throu~h 1938 it had been
the she of 33 U.S. nuclear wppons
tcstm

Sufwommittee Chalrmmr Sidney
Yatm (1) Ill.) ~skrcf wllnesses (mm the
Deparlmcnts of Intcrlnr ●ad Energy,
“\\ hy wrre thrwe people @llowrd to go
~,,k:,.

‘.Tl!cre was no hint ha 1P09 Ibat
there rrould he ● problem with rocw
nuts, vcurtshlet mad water; he was
told by Ruth G. Van Clevc, dimctoc
of Inlerlor”s Of flcc of Te@torfaf Ac-
kkrktlee.

Joe f3ral. Of tnergy’~ safety branrh
MM ‘Ther? wrre nn crrrosarrU to trs 1
and do foodstult growltrg . . . W.

used thebed Instrnmenfaavaklabl.at
that time.”

Er,al outlined to the #ubcomn,lttee

how Imt mon[h’s medical examqnatbon
showed the M#kini msldcnts had taken
radioactive ccwrm Into their bodies ●t
Icvrls UP 10 twice lhe acrepled U.S.
#tandard for the gcnrral nolwl,jllon.

Dr. N’altrr IV} zen, alm of IJOE, told
the suhcommiltec that the 139 men,
womrn and rhildrco sho hnve hcett
Iivmg on filklni for Ihe past srvcral
jerm and e.cling Its rn(lhmcllve coma.
buts and other fomlv rnould havo 10
undrrgu mrdiml t.v,~ntltmllun? for the
next ycnr and prrhnps 1111. rr$t of
thrlrllvrs 10 ke(p track of Ihrrarll@
#rtlve mntter they have !nr~.tt.d.

It wa~ the flndlrw of hl; rh cmor. -n.
tratiorw of radinmlive cv.lunt nud
#trontium—above U.S. atatlmd%-in

Urebodies of the Bihtnircsidwrts last
month that convinced futmlor oifi-
clals the fmuple had to be mo~rff.

Vrm Ch.ve told Ihc !ruhrmnmillre
that allhough “the tests [last month]
do not rrvrol nn lmn~,.tliale dnn, wr”
the move Irum Ihc ntull sh~~uid be
made with#!l W(lnss–tllc timrnmdcd
Inplrk a Irnjpvrmyplmc 10 li~enlld
build plywuod homes there with ●lu.
minum roo(%

,\drlml II. \t’inkcl, hivh commls.

sionrr of the U.S. Tru!t I“errlhmy,
tolclthe suhron)mitlc? heu’ould ffyto
Bikini next wvvk ●nd tell the rcsi.
dcnls’’the need for thr movrmd dt-
termltw their prefswenres for ● Plato
tnscttle.”

Attbatpohrt. Rep. Frank EvIIns O
Colo.) raised the qursthm of shat
wmddhednnelf thcydld not warrtto
irave Illktni.

“WC! have no cbulce but to rrqulro
UMm to move;’ Whrkel r’eyponded.

,.

The hichcommlsdmarr adrfcd, how.

●ver. that It ml~hl be difficult to make

the older people move becau$o they

stili micht prefer 10 remain.

Two aging llarshallr%o who own

mamrpleccs of inml on Ilikini Island
are patrlarrhs 0( the two family
gruut, sthalmake ura most of the peo-
ple now llvhrg on the island.

Ma)shall ldandrrs who ●ttcndr.d
yw.terclay ’s ●ubcommitlce meclmg
wcte I,ot ~ure Winkcl cuuhf crmvmce
them to Icave.

Illuwratlveof the problem wss the
●xcb~nm that tuok place %Iltw ● qucs.
Uonwaa maked whY Us. people on D*

4.

kini kept eating cocmruts after the~

had been wnrrwd they were dan~crous

●nd supplied with other food and

w~ler[romout~idc the islautl.

Oscar DeBrum, tbe district repre

srntaliveof lhe Trust Terrilory ,UOV.
ernmcnt said, “Coconuts are tlrasured
by the people, They would dlmk coco
nut milk even In the face of the warn.
incs”

UcRrum then noted that when the
nb(dwai team arrived last month 011
Bikini, the people raffercd them the rw
dloactive coronula as a sign of friend.
ship.

%M.frer movo the people or cut

.

..,.

30 Years,

down the coconut frees,” f3rBmrn wt.
Ccsl?d.

ffcpresentatives of the spproxl.

matcly 400 furmer Blkinl people who

now Ilve on Kili Island told the sub.

committee “we see ourselves ●s the
vicllms of burraucratio Iracompe
tcnce”

It was quest lnnlng by the Klli group
shout IIIC safety of Blkinl four yrsrs
tgo that first raised the possibility
that dangerous radiation Ievelt mlcht
btill exist on the Island.

At the time, U.S. of ficiafs were Pr-
pnrmg to return the ●utir. group to
BrklnL

Hill Told
The Kill spokesman. ?omakf Jud&;

rrmindmt the nubrommittcc Ih*t in
1046, ● Navy officer told the B!khrlan~
they had to Icavr their @trill co “it
COUld bc tad fOr the gOOd Of man-.
kiud and to cnd all uorld wars”

lle oflirrr comparrd the Bikinisn~
“to Ihe children 01 l~rael whom the.
Lord saved from thclr ●ncmY ●nd 14:
tnlo Ihc Womiv-d Lamf”

‘d\Ve are,” Jwfa said. “sadly mob 0‘

akin tn the Chihlrrn of Israel when’
they tell EFypt and wandered throuch:
the dosrrt for 40 ys’ars. \Ve lrft fhklnl.
and have wandered lhrOu#fa tbe ~eanl
for 72 years and we will never return.
to our Promtaad Land-” , I. .

.

.
.

.
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ANI) THE COVERWEST 01’ THE TRUST TCRRITORY 0!’

CONCERNING THE

MOVE 07 THE PEOPLE OF HIKI!:I ISLWD,

l’lIE PACI1;lC ISIAWS

AUCUST, 1978

On August 11, 1978, the Undersecretary of the I)c[,artmenl of t/It

Interior, James A. Joseph, the Deputy Undersecretary, Wallace Creen, and

the Director of the Office of Territorial Affairs, Ruth C. Van CICVC,

journeyed to Bikini Island to meet with its current resident::. TIIc purpose

of thrji meeting was to con,:cv information on the subject 01 L]I1 forLhcnmin~

move b;: che pcuplc of Bikini island to Kill Island, and to r~,spcnd to qtlcs-

tions and hear concerns put to them by the people of Bikini Island. They

had c,?rli,~c, on August 7, held a similar meeting witl] former..

Bikini kh:} r,ow reside on Kili. The Hi[;h Commissioner of the

of the Pacific Islands, Adria,) P. Uil]Jel, had been prevented
L

in Saipan from joining in the visit to Bikini Island, but he

residents of

Trust Territory

Uy bad weather

I)3cI earlier met

with the people of Bikini, as well as wit]] other Bilclnialls on Kili.

In 1946, t!,e people of Bikini were removed from tl)eir atoll by the

U. S. Navy in order to enable the United States to use the atoll for a

nuclear testing program which lasted until 1958. The islanders were moved

first tOROngeri\ttlerito Kwajalein, and uIcimac.cly to Kill. In the late

1960’s, it appeared that levels of radiation on Bikini atcll ~:cre SUCI) tltat

the people could return to and use a number of che major islands of the atoll.

Beginning in 1969, a clean-upof the atoll and z rehabilitation prograln was

begun. In the early 1970’s, some Bikini people were cmploycrl in the ptojcct

and t !,l. I!il:jni lsl. iIIrl J)ol)ul,l[jo!) i,lcrt~,lscd co ~l],::.):.i;LJtcl~ i,,~ ill l’J/(1. In

1977, the intake of radionuclides by the people livin: on Ci!~Lci !sland had

increased to alarming proportions, and a major feeding progr~n’ w.iS il)Sti-

tuted.. April, 1978 surveys showed that the fe~ding progr~m )t.ld nut rCSU~tCd

_ . .. ... .
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5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

_ - 14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

.19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

; ., ,’ccreasc iu the radionu(.lidc
.

:.~tc~ior decided, in Lhe light of

oi Energy. that the people livin:

the evidence presented by tljc l)epJrLMCnL

on Eikini should be moved at the carlicsc

radiological tests or Bikini being cOGti-JctLt! by the Dr.parcmrnt of Ener~y

will determine wheth..r Bikil~i *L(J1 ; c.1o, in Illc Ioresceablr future, be

considered as a home for”the Bikini” people.

Among the requests of the [>uop]e of borh Bikini and Kili was ,a

rcqucsc for s statement in writing of the understandings thJL the repre-

sentatives of tile United States conveyed during those meetings and of the

commitments that those rcprcscntativcs vcre willing to make. The follow-

ing are intended to respond co the principal concerns then al]d there

exprcssecl.*

Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Van Cleve, on behalf of the Government of the “

United States, and Mr. Winkel, on behalf of the Government of the Trust

Territory, ;fferea the following ‘assurances;

I. The Government of the United States considers itself gener.nlly

responsible for the well being of the Bikini people and their descendants

and, followin~ consultation with them, the Covernmenc of tl)c United States

will seek to arrange their relocation, permanently, fn the most satisfactory

manner possible. rhe Department of the Interior will undertake to obtain

6uch authority and such resources as may be requiredin order to meet and

~.CJII ,\usus L l~t, IIJ, S. ..I,!lI !: I ! I l’!~. Likini ilnu Klli :.1 1,.. :lI! f[,tlr
o[ficcrti Lciurl”ud I.u ,~L\uve WUIU invulved in a m,ljor airpl:lne accident

Off tl)c coast of Guam. Althou~l} they were among the survivors, their
notes taken at the meetings sul)k with the airplane. This sLatcmcnt.,

dricftct.i by Mrs. Van CICVC on Au&ust 15 at the Cuarc Naval l]OSplLal is

intended to be as full as recollections permit, hilt in the circumstances
it may trot be complete.

-2-
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4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19,

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

discharge Lhls r:sponsiulLIL~. III& ,,eljdrtl.., :,t 01 Lhe Ir,r-,,rlnr will call u?~n

ot)~er agencitis 0[ the Unitud SLLLtiS Lov:rnmun[ [d assist il . ;j.lrU[ll].~rlY th~” .
.

Dcpdrtnent of Energy, so as. LO assurti LILaC, ~among GthL,r thil~-’~. Lb.> nedical

needs of the current residents of Bikini Island continue co “o~ i,. . .

..

II. Because Kill Island has,

solely a temporary relocation site

have never undertaken to construct

until recent weeks, been regarded as
. . . . -..

for the people of Bikini, the Covernmencs

permanent facilities there, nor to improve

significantly any of the existing Kili facilities. It is now known that

Bikini Island will not be fit for human habitation for decades to come, and

on the basis of the most rccenL scientific information, it appears that Eneu

Islat)d, in the Eikini Atoll, will also be unavailable for scttlement~ In

the circumstances, the Governments understand that some of the Bikini people

will choose to remain on Kili inde[iniLely, and the CovernmenLs will accord-

ingly undertake a program for the permanent rehabilitation of Kili.

111. It ia not yet possible to develop a permanent relocation plan

for the people of Bikini. That plan must await completion of the aerial/
.

k

radiological survey that is now underway, and thfit is expected to bc con-

pleted no later than the early weeks of 1979. Wnen those survey results

are available and evaluated, and when any remaining scientific tests found

necessary are also completed, all of which developments are expected to

occur in the first months of 1979, it will be possible to identify safe

relocation sites. The Governments will then, following full consultation

with the people of Kili (including the current rfsidcnts of Bikini Island

who will by then have relocated there), plan in detail for the relocation

of such Kili residents as choose to move elsewhere, affording to thcm a

28.” choice among the possible rcloc~tion sites. Thosr who choose to remain on

29. Kili will be ~cu.nmodated LiIutic.

30.

-3-
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BikiniIsland:
lostAgain
toRadiation

When SAr asomssbomb droned. [
tAosqhi 8ikirai smolddmWWzrcons.
p@sly. [t umdd hue brnt Mu,
sraybs. ifilhui . ..’f%anwewmdd-
n’1 Aaswau LhaaehsWs.

-NIth Ndc, RF&
d b Blkid ecoak, 1978

I BY JERRY BELCHER
* urn -w

BIKfNI. Marshall fsfanda-Wlwn
the Asncnsans made hlm Icavc Blkm!
!0s Lheficst lime. m 1946,Andrew
Jakcowas34yemold

When.aller usingMe fmgile PWI.
fic atoll for 23 nuclear test blasts. Ihc
Americans m the pcsson of Rmdmu
Lyndon & Johnson assured htm, hls
fellow islanders and the rest of [hc
world IIIJ1 BIkmi once again was safe
for human life, Andrew Jakm was 56.

Now Andrew Jakeo s 66 apd,
aboveall else, he wanw @ h~c out
Lhedayalhal remainto h!m on ths
tiny curve D{ msal. sand and coconut
pshna wllh h~ famdy and friends

Then, when hia Ume cmncs. hc
wanLs to bc buried hem among hm
asrccatom.

But the old man wII not be F?rmd.
lcd locnd his days where he wuhc$

For ene day nms monlh-fcdml
offic!afs say abmi Aug. 22. although
offic!al plans dmhng wkh th]s PIICC
and IJWSC people seem to go awry
more often than no[-the Amcncans
WIII remove Andrew Jakce and Ihc
140 olhcrs hvmg on 449-acre !Wm
Island. lwgcsl or the 26 wle~ lhat
make up BAmt Atoll.

TheY wdl bc lrar-$portcd io “tern-
pmsry” quwtcrs m KdI, a smglc IS.
land with a land area onc.sixlh’lhal
of thcIr 2.2 .aqum’e.mde home XOII.
Kili, w!lhout a lagoon. IICS nmrly s0)
mila soulhcasL It IS an island some
Bdun!ana habm.sily refer to m “lhc
p*-

App-
/@L%%

The Rikmma mm feave thc!r an -
cesmal home and Its bsaui!ful. flsI!-
tcensmg fagoon bccausc the Ar7rn-
sana, w they themselves now admit.
made a regre:tabic crmr 10 years w?m

Bespde what lhc SCICMISK mt the
Prsatdcnt smd-dcsplc an mvcs~.
mcnt of S3.25 mdlmn for cleanup ami
sebuddmg-Blkmt IS nol sate a[wr iii.

Andsew Jakco and the others hwng
on Blknw Island arc be!ng subjcctcd 10

umlabl ? h~Eh dosca of radnhon
Icft bcfmd by atom!c and hydro:cn
bomb blas~ (hot scwc4 lhc ?LOUdur-
ing 12 years of lcsung.

Some younger Bikm!ans may IIVC
0s are them homeland agwn. but An-
dsew Jakm WIII not. [1 may bc 50
Yeara tmforc B8kml IS ii for human
bsb!tstton.

Andrew Jalnm is Mm? and angry.
allhough hkc most Marshallcac hc
veils hsacmohons fmm outs)dcrs

~c Amcnmns told us m 19tG
lhal lhcy had come 10 ICSl .s tmmb.’”
he md not lonK ago. ‘They told us
they dzd nol know how much Lhc
Ymssbwould hurt B!km]. They told us
that afbr they Icstcd [he tamb, md
fkkm] u @ Wm. lhcy WIII bmw
us back. ‘They dtd nOLsay how [ong 11
wouldbe.”

But Andrew- Momhsllcsc address
onc another by frost nwncs and CSPC1
outsdcss 10 do the same-bchcvml.
along with lhc 165 othcm Ihc U S.
Navy removed m 19tG, Lhot they
wuldbc bock wt~hm o yew or so.

Mcant!mr, hc was conv, wml. UI,-
Am*rw.m. WI,I I pro,,, (w h(o) AI,I
the other P, ,,( I,. 8,11 ZI.

rkw TursIla PageJ, cOL1
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Bikini Islanders

-oad fram l%; Psgc
Andrew finally came back about

e4ght years aga He was among the
ffmt to mum. It was 24 years after
Me Navy had taken h!m away, lwo
yearn aflcr Prewdenl Johnson’s arr-
muncemcm that Bdmr! waa safe.

f%xrr tfw from porch of hra mn-
a’ele block h- overlookm.q Bikml
fagcem the old man cecallcd the long

Lzt:%a%’,%%”%;:
.vatacm,There was shuttling from one

ahen iafand 10 another and anolhec
and yet another. There waa s.xtermg
of fmrdy and Incnds, dralosauon,
nearly fati di,mptlon of a hKfrerto
qme~ uratmublcd way ti fife

%fa ybe there were some times
w~en /~ not unhappy,” he admd.

.
. . . every day 1 remem-

bmsd Bikini And every day [ want~
to mme back because IL u my home-
~~,.&use Bkmi IS a bearrtduf

He was IJUIe!. dekremrdly piite.
But al lSSL m reply to the stmrrger’a
question, Andrew drop@ the emo-
.UOd VCd shghtly.

How. the so-anger askd will he
react when he leaves k3ikuu once
again and forever?

“[ Wdi WCCD.” he amd. “I %jfI feel

mm . . . i “wolfnot go. I will art

.-.

‘ ‘You’d have to say
“the remova/ was the
‘right of the conqueror.’

--

here.Theywdfhavetocarryroe
away.”
He saidheakabelieved some of

the olhcca woufd do the same sc he,
k-cl the same as ht
- And how, after all that had hap-
pened to burr and h~ P+Dple mnce
1946, tid ho feet now about the
Amcncans?

The old marr laughed, perhaps em.
barmsscd by lhe Qucsllon and by the
Iacl that Lhe qucauoner war an
Amencam

Then he Icarred cloaJ sbwrng
through thick gccerr.umcd gtamsa
thal made his dark ey~ seem enor.
morn

- The American ia a fiar.marr.- he
*IL “Hla procmse la rtol kepr.’”
.,

—.

. Ilre that Ametrcan promkse tn the
BWmi pecplc wza made by tie U.S.
Navy after Pccwdcm Harry S Tru-
man had, on Jan, 10, 1946. al the rec-
ommen&uon 01 the Joint Chiefs 0[
Staff. grverr the rp-ahead for Opera-
l]on Crowds. the fim pint-World
.War II t.ms of nuclmr wcafmria.

In armfrlest tcmra, the frromtsa wcrrt
mrrmthmg hke UIIS. We have deerdcd
to usc your atoll to tmt a powerful
new wcvron. For your own safely,

K:lt%:;;::,x% #cn
We’re Urrrmgh uarng your atrrff. we
wdl bnrrg you back.

Few rmw qucsuon that the Navy
had the Icgaf rl~hl to appmpna!c EI.
km! Atoll (or mdiary PUCPMCL

f3kml u part of lhe Mmshall fa.
lamis, which IS part of Micmnem.
wh!ch m turn $.:;s c:ud,:!:hrd as a
lJ.f4, Tlu.1 ‘Tc!rllOIy Im,lor [1.S. .ul-
mmtiawo by Lcnu; uf Lhc U N.

lass Again to Radiation
Chartecnflw. ‘ -

Speclf!cafly, it was dcsignal-ed a
‘Jstmeglc LCUSL”wh!ch pcrmtcd the
Umtcd .%ma to scl aide cerwr
areas of “he former Japarresc mandate
temtory (or mihfary sccurdy pm.
posm.

fbkmi seemed a Iogcd choice
gcvgrapb@fy. loo The dca of @r.
atmn fkmroada was ID ace what the
ato!ruc bomb wou[d do to a naval
TICCL The. Ihrm A-tmmhs of World
War 11had beers csplcdrd m Lhe New
Mcxlm d’~.rt and over the ,l~!nnese
CIIICSof Humhlma and N~wsahL

Other sltcs were SOrmderrd. BUL
acmrdmg to Crossroads h]stortan
{W Ihnes. “BIkmI fulfdlcd all the
mndwona oi cimr-ac a?d Isolwmn. It
was . . 23~ males west ~u(hwe~t
of Noncdulu . bul 11also was ac-
cesssblc. . . . kc mh~blwms. who
ken numbered 162 could bc moved
to ano:hcr atd”

(!fosl odrer sources say the papu-
Iat]on then was 1G6.Since then (here
has fmen a Pnpu!xlon c.s@xIom To.
day 860 w-aDns clam Imd r!~hu m
Bikm! AtD1l-140 now bvmgo” Blklnl
fskrnd, 450 on Kifi, and the olhccr
acaltcred Unmughoul the bh%hafls..)

There was snnccm on the past of
{he U.S. fishing mdur.wy lhat the teat
blasts might hurt the nch commecmal
ffshing grounds. There also were so
many complarnt-r fmm arumal Iovcm
that plans m use dogs as test ammals
were Sancelcd, But there IS cm rcc -
ordcd pmwsl agmrrst rcmovmg the
E,kmma from Urer snusral trmuc.
land.

‘WI retrnapect . . . you’d have to
say lhc removal was the ‘r]ght of Ibe
CmWcror,’” said Jim Wren. a trans.
plarm!d Kansan who IS d]slnct altar.
ncy of the PzcItic ‘hst Tecntory’s
hlwshafl lsfands Distncf,

“OUC atutude must have beer? that
we, al the coat of acvcral thousand
Amcc?irn hvea, tmk the MarshaUa
. . took UrIS wnolc arm of the Pact-
fic fmm the Japmresc. And . . pact
of it wna the athludc, ‘Wci!,they ( fhc
Blkmuma } arc put hltlc brown peopie
anyway. ‘hey don’1 need (hew atolL
We’ff just move ‘cm off aamcp!mc
ela.z’ “

Certainty the Bikiniana were in no
pcoruon bI SCrroualy oppme the Navy
when on Feb. 10, 1946, Gmmocfom
~n WyrIIL then tie miiLary govec.
nor, SCTWSd by seaplane and an-
iIDUnCti that lhey must go cf+xwhcre

In effecL tic ukmdcm. thcm and
there adopted lhe Umlcd Stat= as
them :rol) slap-thcjr panarnount
chLcf, the pnser wcc and beyond
fhclr bcal Island ch)ef, Juda. And, In
blarahalkcc lratiuon, UNSmcam tit
hcnccforward the Um(cd SlaLcs was
Crs@rraiblc for lhc pmtmuon arrd
Well.bemg of the B!kmi people.

Although to Amcncan eyca the
rddls of the Mmhalls kmk much the
aamc, the removal was dceDlv Oamful
and CUWMIY dcsuuctwe “w”ihe Bi-
kumma,

For. as many anthcnrrohwxatahave
ahxrscd, there IS amoriu Mlcrmrcmarr
pcQpks a prvfDun& mystml ottach.
mcnt CDthe parllc”lar, tmy plots ok
land owned by Urcw (~md,ca or cfaru

Amhro@ogrst Robert KIste, au-
thor of ‘“rfrc I)lkmmlls: A Study in
h’n~l MIrmI Ion” %ud m an mtcr -
Vlc’w Ihal ihcrvl;hrm.181PbclwccnJ

rlemaTwa isr~a.& CeL1
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‘HOT BRSW’ -Jelatitck Jokeo checks sap from coconut palm. He
fet$ it ferment urto pkcruru, a mtdly olconohc drrnk. Whale coconurs
am forbidden, .Jakeo says no one has ever banned jakouru.
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Islandslost Again toRadiation
C4s{inna4 from Tkic4 P*w
nract and h~ land ovesjide the mn.
C@ of nabonabty.

“TO -y, “~m Marahatleac,’ LfMl is a

kmgrr .mnsepL” Klsae sad “WCSL-
emcra named those ialand$ the Mar-
:hatk. % ‘MarahaUcae” has \eaa
mecasimg than “I’m Bikman.’ And

-g -v= theY speak Ml Of
being Bikinianr. knstcay, ‘l’rssa,pemon
0( tAsa OSSSKSSLarmew of laascL’Lmd

rtd chumcd out of lhe blue-green la-
WIS. the PCOPIC gathered on the
lam deck to msg Lradmond songs O(
Irc*eil Thc ncxl mormrm lhes’ were

Sc
U
c<
w
SI

!emcd [o bc Idtle m Btk\m iwclf. The
ccs were SLIUsLandmg, lull bmrmg
scnnuti. But the mdmuon, nsvmble.
as not ammetimg hecou[dundcs-
.snd.
Scvcrckcd shma ss developed

funng Lhewinter0 1946-47. In
mng of 1947, fire destroyed a thud
f Rongenk’s coconut trees. The peo-
le pressed for a rchun tA Bikini. but
radmlog!cal survey mdkatcd that it

. .
nloadcd al Rmrgenk.
On the mormng of July 1. a D-23

ember calied Dave’s Dream dropped
“nommal YICW’ 20-kdoKm I the

qwvalcnt of 20,L?cXJtons of TNT)
tam!c bomb over the fleet of 70 ob.

b d!
ata

e oi
pl
a

a
dew US. and captuccd Japanese and
;erman warships mwrcd IUS1off BI -
m> lskmd. It csplodcd WI feet above
hc flccl, smklng five ships. tswstmg
nd cmc)mg othcra hke cheap toys-
nd mltiaung the radrahon Pmamsmg
If Blkm!.

Among lhe 42,CaXOktacrvem of the
Iwcsome blaat was Chief Juda,
uatchmg as a guest of the NW’Y from
hc deck of the asnptubmua cmnmand

1

kc an *on oiwfmI anr-ofindi-
ndust sdemLty.-

as m ‘hot’. for “pmrcanent occu -
mcy and would bc for many years

Or. se feftow assttsrqologtst Jack.
TobsrL. anotha? academrc emcrt with

a
a
a

h October. the Navy announced
Mt lhc B]kmlans would be rclccated
n Ujclzng. Bul two months Idter, Usc
cmagon amrounccd a new series of
uclcar tests scould be hcid. LIUSl!me
L Eniwetok. another atoll m the
lars.tails, The En;wctok people
,ould go 10 Ujckwg instead of lhe BI-
m]ana. The E]km!ans hid to wait.

Andrew .Jakco remembered Ihe
kmgcnk pcrmd weil. “I was a blg
Ian then,” he sad, “but I got skm.

Y: HC held UP the little finger of k
:fl hand. “Skn_sny hkc tbs. Onc old
lonmn died fmm hunger. Fora
car and a half, we did no; havo
nough food. ( aomclun es)got our
d by cuUmE mren the comnuL tree

d
01
P
n
a
M
w
k

a
v
1

fassdiamraan-
By a SpIk eote cd the a@k’* 1~~,

IJIe Bkmmru chinetogornRongenk
AM. 12S miles mat cd Lheu home
aLolL The Navy, which put OULpress
raieaam at the ksanc ind!caung Ural
Use nativea were d-4ighte& by the
move. w-as srniy alightt y more re -
armncd a year later m IU officjal hu-
WY of Cccsama& “Bambc at fhkmi,”

% Elmanc. mnvmced that Use
(A-tmmb) LCSLSwaufd kw a sxwrLnbu-
Lrm to world ~ irsdIuIed their

m

They thought they

:otdd bear up under the.
fardships of Rongerik.

❑

s
a
o

hlp ML McKm[ey. several mtles
way, The Nwy uacd more than 10,-
mmstnntsenta to record test data.

CIuef Juda’atwacuonwas not re-
nsdcdThe mat day he rejohadhis
Wple at Ibmgwlk.

a
k

nd eitmg th~ h&cc of the tree. Thu
lilcd the tree.”

R w-uritquib Usatway, acmrding
ta Tob/rL emeritsn pmfesmr of asa-
kJSK@DSY at Umvermy of Hawam

7hey did not go !mIhngly,” Tobm
saul ‘They wcm forced to go. .
~Cy a,C7@ bCCXLSCLhCy had b, IUS1
aa Lhey had agrwed la do IJlings when
the Japanese had baymseu in the
ksd~nll

%1 Ywmelf 1ssIAeu shaea: You’ve
bmn told what ta da by the Japanese
for a quarter-ccrstucy. . . and mid by
Me Japarscac rmhtary tJse Amencsns
wece svcak. So w hcn the Amerssana
wiped out use Japanese . . all three
Amenurt stups amarrng, Mo rtatur-
skrmctkon . . . would be u go along
WSlh what thCy sss toid.-

Jcladnk Jakm, Andrew’a 48-year.
Id brother. wds a Lcen-age: on Rrm.
‘cr]k. ‘“h was tcrn51 c.” he rcmcm.
tered. ‘“WC atc lhmgs that were fiot
wI. galhc:cd cmcnu~ that fioalca
n from the sm. Bad lmd, we gm s!ck.
~rms and Icgs swcllctl up, xrd we got
,I!slers an the arms and we had dur.
hca.”

0
---

Ron:cnk was a dxasler. 11was too
mall Tttcrc was [JO little fcd And.
!cccmimg LO kgcr.d, IL W.M haunted

)
b
r

JY an evil wllch named Libarka, who
!asoned the fish of the Iagwm In
‘kc cermn fish of the Iagmn WCKC
wmonoue which was why Rongcnk

1
Me m Januav. 1948, the Navv

had been unmhabtcd for yeara
But iL WS close to BIkmI and the

people had chaacn IL for that rcaams.
They thoughl they could bcw up un-
der the hardah~ untd they went
back 10 Lbe]r hmsre atoll. T’haL they

,aspuc!sed anthr-wOlo@ Lmnwd
.hm, now of lhe Ur,wermty oi Ha-
wan, t9 mvcsugate, He fouti Lhe ●X.
llcs X lhc pmm of starvation. hvmg
MSsaw f~our Wuled with water.

[n strong terms, hfasmr mom.
mended tha.L tic pcopic k removed
from Rmrgenk as soon m pasb!e. He
aho mcommendcd l{d! Island. al-
though he admitted it had many d:s.
advanLagea, as !hc best avadahlc
place to relomte the Edumans

In March, 194S.they were moved ta

wcre,convnmd. would be m a cauple
of ycam at mat

Chlcf Juda had returned [sum Use
fimt bomb tcsl (Ute second. an under-
water shot. was held July 25. 1946) LO
LCU hu people LISSt whale there had
been~L@mLse LothcshIPs, Usa?e

On the ●frcmmn of fdarch 7.1946.
Use 1S6 risen. women and chddren of
Blkmi were ksadcd abard Navy MT
11~ AS the awkward hndmg cnsft
luckcdoffrlrcbshai~~

. W.I camp atKwjatemInSeptcm.
bcr, the Bkmiana voted ta reseule on
Kili. and m Novembm, lhey were II.
sUliY Sctt:cd on KM and begin budd.
mg a ncw and b!gger vdlage than
Lksty had had on BMini

---

~ waa without question better
Lhan Rcmgrnk. But it atsa was small
and. worse yeL It had no bgmn ‘flM
island was cmsacantlypounded by the
Pacsk FiahinR wcs facowe d]fficult

than al BtkmL Supply ahspe could
nc!ther land fmd nor take away copm
-dried coconur. Usc only caah cmp-
fOf ISIOnthS al a Lime bccausaeof the
heavy surf. .%mclimes ma momha
paaacdbefore a ship tiuld USIW

fn an aUcmpL to reliwe the isoto-
UOSS.the Navy turned over. jo.fat
wwcc whalebaat to the BIkmtartL II
sank in high aeaa in 196L

ha the same year. the Navy turned
over adsmmtion & ~-

aasd the psubleme 0( the Biksmatss-to
the Siwharm A high commtearoner
was SppO1nld by the prcmderd Lo
work w!th and Lhrough Lhe U.S L?t.
partment O( the lntervi.

hfaUWS did IML Improve righi
away. 8u1 under prcaaurc from Lhe
United Natiotw lhc high c.omnriaam -
w Wsw a sommunw develspsrrc:.t
Pk! m lMPMVC anlCIdhU@ On fill

In addiiom Lhe Trust Tcn%wy
- OVW a WPra tmde bOSLu Pns-

?faua fire ID ?sre $. CCL 1

\

--
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.-. ——— —— —.—— .——. —. .— , ,-



(4)

100 yesm before the Wanda are kk
m shape a~” Tobm reFo:kw him
as Saymlg. . . . The Islanda are cOrn-
pkltly IuMti llOW.”

Still, deaptle theic auapicrona md
the obmoua monmty of the pb. Ure
B!kmmna on the Iour apparemly were
consmrced by Use ofkmla and sclen.
Usts that at Icaat tie dands of BiKJni
and @.CU. 10 MliCa aWay, cntid be
rrradc hvable.

The Bdcmrta mrm’red @ mndl.
lmns they had seen and the pla?w that
were being made for rehabd!tauon co
Urejr fellow ~mdars on Kill. Only
IWOor three of the 3X then hvmg
there voted agamatthe ~deaof an
eventualreturntoBkmI.

TIIc cleanupbegan m February,
1SS9, using some Bikmiars on tne
work ~ew. The rest of the rchabdrs -
tion pccject-plowmg w BJwu and
Fneu IsLand.s, repianung them m:tr
load CIops, began later the same year.
A few farmlms began movmg M w

Islanders Lose Out Acyh
Cnffaaei fmmS&4Pa@
etde I, tnrscportation link to Jafuit
Atoll. where a sdony at Bbriana had
beao ~bbliahed as part of the com-
mumly developmem prq.ec~ At fmt
tba scheme prospmcd morale MS.

~W~f~m&~d~;Ufi&B@of-

Then, late m 1%7. and early the
Slal year, typfmcma Sank ule copes
-L dessroyedthe new a@CUltWal
prqectaand~ theJaluILcolo-
W’.

Mm Utat,accurdingto Tobi&the
Iteartaeame dtogooutofthernla

died ofleukemia.anoUrcrd cancercd
the stomach.’ beheved to have been
CSUS~ by the Bravo faltouL

Bikini Island. allhough unoccupmd,
was inten-sely Imdalcd. a fact whtch
wcmld have mnscqumc.se which WI
be felt for genemuons.

The Bravo @seer and the world-
wtde pubhcity grven to it played a
pare m the eventual suspension 0[ nu-
clear teatmg in 19SS-Lhc year 01 the
Z3rd and final shot at Bikml-and in
fhe nwlcar lest-bin lrew of 1S63,
mhmh endad otmmphcnc lcaling by
Use United Slates, BnLwn and Lhe .%-

ferlor Stawarl Udaff, the AEC sent e
team of technologuts to make an m.
tarmve radtoloarcdi awey of the
atoll.

OnAug. 12 19GS.PremdemJohn.
son mnounccd that 61km! was aa(e,
that it would be rehabiillated and re.
aattkd “math akl pmtble dispatch.”

Glenn T. Seaimrg, AEC chauraran.
es’rhned that the PrcSdcnt’s final
dc&imn had been kascd on the rec-
ommcndauon of “mghl cJ tic most
highly quahf!ed .a’pePs ava]fablc” :f-
ter atudymg the 1967 survey reaulLs
and unarumously cmrcludmg that Bi-
kini fafand and Sncu Island 10 m~cs
away. were radlolomc all Y safe

~et Umon.
With the end of tcaung. prcaaurs

mounted 10 relmn the males m B.km.
WWam Norwood, MW hVU!g m re-

tirement m Hawsu, served aa hrgh
commua!oner of Ihe Treat Temlory
fmm i9E6 to 1%S.

In a recent intcrwew with The
Times. he ewd. “WC ha~ of course.

On March 1, 1S4, MI shoeBSWO.
an H-bomb 750 tunes more powaeiul
thaaa the fi=t atomm bomb, was ea-
Dloded al Tfkrm with Imsrc results

enoigh to afloweecaduh&srItof
the Bksmana thcrt

The asmcrc.+ali ember AM em-
ployee or-cmployea of AEC cOntrac -
tma -wamcd thaL the comnut crabs
shmdd not be eaten because of them
h]gh content of atmmiurn93. There
werenowarningsaboutanyother10.
caf fmda. They remmmendedNut
radiologicalchecksbe madepen~i.
cafly to detmnrme how much mdia-
tron lhe omole were beuw?cmoscd w

Bkmi.
By 1974,the S325,0G0cfewrqr and

the S3 mdfion rchabdwwmn program
was through i(a first phase. FtiY of
the pfonned SOhomca had lwen erect-

An unpredicted wmd ;h!ft after the
blast had sent the 20-mile-h!gh cloud
cd radmactwe particlea dnflsng m lfte

-K *uOn, a- B!kml f,cland
and &yond The plume arrelched 240
rrtsfrn long and 40 miles wrde, over an
ares far ormnde the reatnctcd danger
mrae.

Rongcfap. ‘ Bmrgcnfc and UUnk
atolls, ail mhbited by ~fars!rallesc
and U.S. mdiary pecaoanel, we:e m
tfra Palh of the falimx, wluctr m some
pfaceafluttered down hke anowflakec

Twenty-eight Aoacncana, 244 Mar-
ahabe and-although It WSS not
known mrtrl aometlme later-23
crawmm of IJe Japtnsae fishing baa;
FukurYu kfaau I LUCKY Dragon) wcro
earmualy irradmted One crcwmm
ded of cornshcauors The rut .rocnt

ed”
Then. as planning for the second

phase was begmnmg, tie BIkJXSJX
said they wamcd co locate some of
tie new suucwrm ISI the urtermr of
the Island.

The following year, amathcr AEC
racfmlogical survey was made, thu
UroesnmoredeusLItwaafOundIi3at

77se experts warned
that the coconut crabs
should not be eaten.

======m=-
bkn under pressure’ fmm the Btkmi

!JT}:;%2#%W;~;

IIOPM first and foremost for Flkm.
j remember being mlroduccd to

til~f .luda, c+t.o very emdtmnaly and
~MaUllVCiy, and *05L LCdrfvlly,

Kit ~$ti~ ~~;~[hi:~h;~
@ma better pla~ than Kili.”

Norwocd awd that a%out tie same

from m“crrd envrmnmch’ sourcK
and fmnr lherr dicL

Ckef Juda rbd not five 10 hear the
ncwa. He had dwd-shorll y before
the Johnson announccmem-of can.
CCC. whxh he behcved had teen
cauacd by his espomare w the fist A.
bomb test in 19;G, a dwm sc]cnusu
are mclmcd to dIa:OunL

lmmcdly, espemlly m vrew of
what was to bc Iearncd 10 YCXS Iiler;
several BJkmm.v csprcssca sqm:on
aimul we foad gromnng on the coma.
rmnatcd atoll during a tour of the IS-
Ian@ a fcw weeks after Lhe Johnson
an!k3UnCe!SIenL

One of the l?i}miaris, mmed .libaj,
even rcfu.eed to louch food from the
atcll, inmmmg It was powtow.

Another. bljo, made f forecast
lhat, fmm tie pcrrpccuve of 1978,
seems far more acute and accumte
than Uie predicriems of any of the US.
bureaucrats or aciw.tsu “It d lake

s Year m h@tair.
The Americana and the hfarah~.

k, evacuted and Weated m nrtliLs-
w hmo!tafa alnros! tmmedntcly. dfd
fit SSS”Mat the lime co have su~femd

E%:tek;: FtiF;c:
cam But over the years. 47 of the
kf=kellm have developed thymd
abmrmahtaaa, Saveat of them dsagn-
* as cmcemua Tfdrsy-fbre have
faad their UIycuda retoovari One baa

time a represem.auve of the MOmIC
Energy Cornnussmn-he does not re.
caU his name-told fom that rnomtor.
mg of Bikhrt’s radiation Ieveta mdi.
sated It tight now bc asfc once again
for pannanent recrccupauort

In Xay, 1%7, some Ume after a for-
roakrquest by Secmaryofrneim.

.-
radketin Iaefa in the interior of the
iafand were too high to perrmt PC@
10 Fnaiidawl Iivc m homca time.

“We didn’t really find any aurpnaca
lo that uternai rerUaUon field” sad
my M&raw, who hod b@rr m.
10fvSd b) both tftc lw ~d tie 1975
atmeyt

.

!3’%??”=’==S
SY fail. Ibough. there m ~

was any qUUUO~ Ray told a H-
of the B]kcm-f(ili Carrctf m kfaJWO
Urat Bikm\ faland ‘afwufd no Ion
be Cmrardemrd a pemranmt SettE
ment” and adwked that cormderatsm
be grven to rncvlrtg the aetfkement to
Encrs.

11 seemed Ihe aaen~ had now
delcslr!ned ffut the Btk!mans w=
absorbing radtawn at a me aubaran.
Ually above the fcdc.r.al dely M.

dard of ,5 mm per yrar, a mcaarme-
MeM of mdiahon dosage of SI-Iy ~

prcdumrg bwlogd effects m roan
Acmrdmg to the ~a~t ~

Energy (aucccasor to ERDA} he a-
tanaal does on Blkuu faland m IW
wa$.Z, thesameumlgiLMM
tM.vMsJ dcoa, m~ by UI sw

SUumcnt called the whole tcdy anm-
ter, had rsacn danraucakly m three

:&TF:%:faR&g.’ m “
AndrAe_utwuWU~

rzcfmactlve ~“ amce ]t ~ ~
onfYlocaJfY @JWrrfoodfhmbColg
COnaurned in any quanllty. As ONr
mcntkt pot i~ the cccorsut ~
WCS’S“aqspmg UP”’radwacuve currm
137andawonuurn Wata~
greater ma than anyone prcds~

?!.aaa Tuae ta Faxa 1%4X 1

However, al the same IArre. It was
detemunad for the fm; time Urat 10.
ally grown hreadfruland $atrdamn
-twopnputar meroa0( dfet-wmv too
radbactive to be afely conaumef
over tie long terrrL CocmruLs. even

The internal dose had
risen dramatically be-
tween 1974 and 1977.

mma ofa staple in the Iced diet, were

_ to be rdfe.
Then last summer, a Larvmnm

fhssnora bboratmy study done for
the ~crgy Rescwch and Drvclcp.
Otarrt Agency, an ABC auccesmr
agency, found Lhat WCU water on BI-
kanl esccedcd fcdcmf atandu-afa for
radioacuve stmrtmm 90.

OUscr levefs of mifauon on them-
fmd wem so high, acqdmg to the
l’eForL thal there was Mfe margm
fw safe ahsorptmn of any addtttonal
dcsee from drc [md chain.

&IL at tJre same Ume. ERDA m.
nmmaeataf safety offmsai Roga Ray

\

2-.—— ______________ _____._



.

L./. Zks 7/2 ‘3 h’

(5)

BikiniIslanders Lose Again to Radiation
c-tad hem 9tk ?*@

H@ dmeaofradimonkom Lhamhntnpce
arakmwn tncaoaevaamuatypeaticanctrm
mam but acfenbals debate the cmtcer nsk fcom
MbtkVdy bw doaeaS@ a.! LhO.veto Whitb the
Bthmana have been apoaed In gcneml. araen-
Iiata have frond that the lmver the d$se. the
bwar Use nsk that sancer mll devafop ova a
@ofyeam

The people fiwng on BiJcbrf Wem Onf+’md
c4Uscraoeat no rmmsusa or to ration thecmcfva
to one a day.But they wem @d the mcmmta
fmcn Mu were auil safe

The ‘fhrat Temmw covecmnentftdtiatcda
faadsng program. &tc~p~ fof fsh andfowl,the
pqale wecesoeatsmUurrgbut US Department
of A@rsRuscaurpluafond

By FekuxY of lhu year, it w offieisd pofi.
V. EQkird was unfit for people so ha on

lnconsmsL tol%&thenewawaanOt an-
~tidt&e rmrfd by tfae Presdent of the

It was rather quietly pained afong to Cat.
grem in the Irons of a money mqmsL Undcrw
-w of the fnWnOr Jamea A JmePhirtask-
attg- foraS15nuifsonSppm?n:kxlco
nbratethepeo@eofBIkirStl eaplamsf she
fmsedy Lo low-key, burmucrattc atylec

‘It bemtc evtdcnl that radmnuclide retake in
tbe plant fmd cbaut had been mgoticantfy sob.
absdated in tcmsc of human conaumpwst . . .
Toe mtrictkon on the use of mamt psnducu
=, no Bii Mind for feedandcsport

. ..unseaUc@ aaapcnommtpLacd
ofRtuersrectf.

Hewmtcthat Erwuldandsppcamd tnbethe
oamf fearible aftenmtive Ptac-e to maettfe the
5Uf ~ns who had earlier u=ted they even.
KuaUYwanted to live on BWm fahnd. btiadded
tbat_aentaflnumberwould kikely cbmiE LOra-
anamon KilL

“~ya!a.” he wcnte “weds khat Uum
Eme.sfsfirxf coconmau nfieusatforfncdmd
pumbde [utum cnpra espxt-

J h proposed Usat $13 atilflon be spent to
%make eu Livable and S2 w be inwmedio

%’%%%%&%&RYatae{D-fK),
ehaicmmof the Houseintcnorsubmmsmtm.e
~ ~pmabam, Own@tbefa Of I WI= of
tamnstga on the money bdl and tAe phght of tJe
Bddmans

At the Aprd 12 ados! of the Yat@ subcmn.
mfttee, Treat TcnitorY offinala te3ufmd that it
was thcu bebef Blkmi [stand woufd be off hrmta
ftx 20 LO W years but that Flneu 10 mdm away,
was fikely m be a safe ale for P. manem ruet -
tfemenL

AdMSSSWinkcl currenth]rh mour@On~ ~
SbeTnaat Tcmtor’y,tmUfid-LML “ev’cnknow.
fnsofLhedanawr,”Gm6eafready Using on BIki-
OL Iefarrd wamcd ~ SLSYthem wtd that time
ma anme mrbauon ofAen from Kiff -ted to
~n them on the candemned home laland

The mtbmmrnittce was tofd that Iural deur.
cWralmtSof whether Eneu was safe for per.
maoaem relocaljon wxdd not be made mstd
about Jan 1, 1979. when mrbnactsnty bvcfe of
fnut and vea%Lableamown m an mucmcnental
garden plot in Um stind wouid be made fumwct
by the Depcrtrnent of Energy,

But the wmcwasm aer’eed hat the Bi!cimana
Mutd rmoam whcm hey were enthout hams
OSIUIJan 1 if they just Muck to the rufee and
Teframrd fmm ellmg the caonura-unl~
theY added br qudix,at@ the MedICal We&a
(whole My COUOLC) LO be made On lhe &b~.
am Later m Apti ahomf sharp pncrpe m mtar.
W rmbatIM dnws~. And that W- SW ~bd

MrCraw, mw chmf nf apecaal fImlecb _
d the f&w~y &Qa,.UOmI’a @ssC4S d en-

‘Imfmrcnsal safety, ad In an lntcrmew m aarf.v

lday, We can ahow that Eneu ia l;wer (inn-
dmsctivwy) by a factor of 10 than Lf@cti fsland
,.. Fmu mnitd be a residence iakatrd what
recxnmIorM whwh meam You can eat the fcsh

~%%X’W%U%3’(EtY$%’

ti~umbe=-
ahow very Much kower leveka thsrt the

At the Department of Lhe Intenor. Ruth Vao
Cfo!w cfucf of temtonal afflue, John DeYoong,
her mp assrsanL and High Comnu.smner
Winkel all thought E’neu was the mcor acmp(a-,
bfe ammd choice of tbe flkuuns,

But now aif Lhme were catmoua abut the
data hey were getting fmm tie Energy Oe-
pUtSOenL “U we can @ ai any stage u hslen
LO what the eaperb say-and hope Lhejre
nghL’” Mrs Van Cfeve said

‘The demons of 1907-&3 (that Bikird W@
afe for rmettlemenl) were bad orsavaifable
kmawledge.- Wutkei sad. “And now we am in
_ tic same PUSIUUI. The decmimn we
make now wdf b-e baaed on available krmwl.
edge.”

~Ut h LhSUtWOWMkSbtw,tkitcwma bad
stews for Ute Bhuaru

The moorl on the ABnf whole body counts on
the Mcntatrs showed i SLMLOS retie m m-
Lcrnaf ndiatmn doses.

The madim mnged up to 9S, nearly double
fJaefedemf edcty standard of.5 recns

lcmludmg the eatemal rarliauon dmge of .2,
theaame as us the pasL the top reading was l.l&

At the same LOO%and rut se ararrhgly, prc-
IirOuWY mufta of tcaunq on comnuta grnwm
on Eneu showed mdmacuw~y levels uve to arx
tfrnes h@mrtktanhad been wpecbd

Teatifymg aL the May 22 scsmct of the Yates

‘We would like you to keep
your promise to, the Bikini
people, to take care of us.’

aubmnnrittee, bfcs Van ~icve md the fatat

-
delegation of Bkou lcadecs. wc Mamstrate To-
ti- Juda, cm of the mm who ;U uuef m
1946 Although kern on Bdursi, the 2&yew.old
Tomskl wae too young LOmmcmber deuds of
the fust removsL But he had heard amcsm of
that Wne all hs hf~

He repeated one now to she autammnoliee
When the navat officer had told the pmple they
must leave Uie island a gcnmaon ago, he had
mm~tiem-~tiech]ltieno f,melwhom
the MI a#md fmm their enemy and led mm
the mmcuscd fanti

l~had~o~ wnrk~out @at way.
We am more akm M the cfuldmn of famei

when they left Egypt and wandered through
the desert for 40 yearn,” the dmk-$kmnei, &g-
rufd Bikmmt sad “We left B!kmn and have
wandemcf L?mugh the wean for 32 ymn, and
we wdl never mum LOour pmm!scd land”

fn fact Tomakl wa9 back on Ltdwm on June 1,
afong with H@I Commmwmcr Wmkcl. but
onfy tn break the news to !-he people and to &s-
CUM WIUI thcm where LIWYwanted to go.

Wmkct’s rmrnmmdauo~ were read into
the remrcf at tie June I!I mcetmg of the Ya@e
aubcmmmttec He mtcd that three hvmg on ti-
kud fafand IoLd hlm that !f mcy mukl not re-
mam ~ IX at but on Et3eu they Prcfccrmi

tomovekr “pubbc domafn- land in Eawatt .x la
Ure numfand of the Ututd Sutee.

He amd tfte !rtaPnty of Umec living CM Kiff
aPP=cMIY Pmfe- to remam then ma he
added, same ‘war@ m Mn the Bti maadenu
wherever they ns!g!!t be relocated

Funhec usu on Eneu fndatuffs wmdd t+ m-
wti bef~ the Wand @X!ld be sirrally rufed
OUL WMel aud But he was not CPunuaw
And. $amhoucquxespellingItOULheseemed rcs
dmwa the sfmugt.1 of relocatingthe Bdamaraa
in Hawad or nn Me Iraurfand

“On the hams of aU the factors.” W’bikel
amnmedq, “t ismydecwmr that the people of
Bdum fafartd abouid be refocatad LOU LsIaod
as thLe tuna”

Wmkefk autement to the aukmnmittee on
the Wuuans’ prcfemneea waa am.taate as far
as it wenL

BW fmm Timainbrvlewawsthmom Uuna
dosenS- onLhewcondemnedtafandfast
month,i!wavapparwdthetugftmmmssamner
fticdtomnveythedQtb ofLheufeefimgs,
eapewdfytbeureluctancetolxmaerUedm [he
Namhdla,pamcukslyonKJi%ih.”theysad
agalnamiagvm”’E.baLKiIiunngcol”
Wth ordyoneexeepuorL they eacd they

whed to be reaettlcd in Hawad or Flmda
Mifton AmerL fmm cm another @and but

roamed snto a Bksm fmsdy, put it uus way
We wntddIke ta bcwvh you btAmenm af-

~W we Life YOUwe wotid like You so kcq
your pcomiae to tbc Bddni pmple, LOtake care
Oftn

“You made a pcomfae LOIhe Bikbd p+mple. M
we woufd hke to came Iwe svxh ynu -and YOU

~ VW tie pmPle of Bkuu = muchss you
can-bve wkh youm the Americandcctws can
watchmeandmyfamdybemuse1worrystout
the raduhn& wow about tbe ns&abonrugbt
aitcr mghL . . . ‘N@xcly here says U“

MagtstnteTomkI Joda. appearingbefore
theaubeommutm once agaimsaidtflsL akfmuy,h
them was deep am’mw and bittcmem amnng hu
peopfe arrd akhough “fife nn Kdi is diificuft” he
concurred m the bgh mmrmasonm’a decmmt
to relocate them at least temFOnmly on (hat IS-
Iand.

‘f’ben he auggceted pmckd mesaurce which
he ~d we.% mres-wy to make U fwable-
cnmtmcuon of a 2.CWl-foot awwnp and an aU-
weatfter, aU-9eaaon pier. esubhiuncnt of a
mwkaf dmpexary, a new schonf, renovahonof
Ytomeeacsd mmmumty k.CUIUU G%mderatmn
also shouldbegwen,hcsad,torelocabngsome
ofthepeople on Jtbwor fafa.ndat JahDLAtoll.

The Dw lcldcr afao made M clear ma; us
addwnn to rdoraung tie pemde, and mafung
theu new homchnd Iwahie. lhe Umted SUUS
had fu!thcr fmancut obhgaumm.

IL was CM soon m OUCU% detada, heaaid, buL
%e feel that our WOf)le. Mpemaify Lbe elderly
once, are enutkd to compcmauon fmm Ute
UrutedSLIM.fortieuremnvaffromBikiniand
forthennud decUuctmnofMud andother
blands”
Congresshas tmw aoproved the $15 mdlinn

for relouung the Biaru.ans, and !wILdmg
matenala am ~uw purcfusm for the ternfmm.
ty hoWMg forthcm nn KW

Pfana are under way for tie Kill pier, af.
though ~? W=OM famtfii wth me ~ ~.
dmons do not bcheve u le fca.nble. ‘

Pkmmng SLW grm ahead for the final remo.
val of Lhc P@2plefrom B!hm mm monti

One last maucfi Ru!fs Van Cleve aaid fn
Washingwn tha~ afUmuKh old ~ew J&m
cusnti continue to hve on Bdurw it IS ~b[e
that after ho dah he could be buried sbcm
wrth his ancmtnm

Butsheaddq ‘I Wnk wewmddwanttoret
km wordonthatfmm(haacmnoau-

. ... . .
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