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SUBJECT: RECENT INFORMATION ON THYROID DISEASE IN THE
MARSHALLESE ISLANDS

Dr. Robert A. Conard of the Medical Department, Brookhaven National
Laboratory, has just returned from an interim visit to the Marshall
Islands to check on possible further development of thyroid abnor-
malities in the Rongelapese accidentally exposed to fallout on
March 1, 1954, He was accompanied by Dr. J. E. Rall, a consultant
thyroid specialist of the National Institutes of Health,

Tt will be recalled that, as of mid-summer, benign nodules had been
found in a total of five adolescents exposed at ages of two to seven
years; one adult female, forty-one years old, had been found to have
a malignant nodule. All successfully underwent surgery for removal
of the abnormal tissue. Attached is a copy of our July 12, 1965,
memorandum to you describing the successful surgery for two children
and the adult.

During the current August examination, nodules were found in three
additional adolescents and two adults. The contours of the thyroids
of two more adolescents, two young adults, and one man approaching
middle age were sufficiently different from normal to cause

Drs. Conard and Rall to describe them as questionable.
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To summarize, there are now eleven of eighty-two Marshallese with

~ : eg;grqydefinite abnormalities of their thyroid tissues and five more are
““considered questionably so.
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SUDJICT: THEYROID DISEASE IN RONGELAP ISLANZER

Suring the week of 3

: July S5, 1965, the thres Dongalapese vho were
brousht to this country for study at Broclhhizven Naticna
Lobovatory usTe operated om at the Lzhoy Clinic, Boston. cu
vill recell that thyroid tucors vare noted at the 18965 m=2cic
exc—inction of those exposed to fallout in March 1954 frowm ..

e two teen-age boys vare fcund to heve cceh 2 solitery banizn
tv=or of the thyroid. Thaese nodules were ramoved surgiccily.
e middle-ccged woman was founmd td have & czreincma of the
thayroid gland with somz =etasicses to local structures. & cub-
total thyroidectcay wis ce=ricd out. Im her case, the proznocis
is fair. She will ba given 23 -aillicuries of Iodina-131
therapeuvtically to dastroy persisting thyroid tissue.

It isc interestinz that the dose of rolioiolize to the thyroid
glend in the ceccse of the wo=zn is estizmotel ot cbout 160 rzis,
or epprozinmztely ome-tenth thet to the clzids of the youtls.
Presently under ceacicdersticz is theclirinistreticn of ce"ﬁwca*ed
thyroid tzblets srophylectically to 211 t=2 Remnelzpese who were
at Roapelap or Alimgirce at tke tize of fellout.
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