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ATOMIC ENERGY COlTT1SSICN

2 LDILTION INCIDE NT INVOLVING JHPANESE SHIP

liote byv_the 7 Leting Secretary

2 General Manager has requested that e abbached letter
Lo ihe Joint Committee on Ltomlc Energy and mecoranduwn  {rom the

s tachmenb, concerning an incident during
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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 25, D,C,

August 12, 1958

Hr, James T, Rzamey

Executive Director

Joint Committece on Atomic Energy
Congress of the United States

Dear ¥r, Rameys:

My letter of July 23, 1958, advised you of reported
radloacsivity aboard the Japanese ship THKUYO MARU in the
western Pacific and low white blood counts of ten of the ship's
cred merhers, Subseguent developments In this incident are
as follows,

The Jolnt Task Force SEVEN medical team consisting cf
nedical and technical personnel arrived at the Port of Rataul

n July 25th,., The team has completed an investigatlon of thn
incident and advises that their {findings confirm thcese reporied
ear”t=r by Rabaul azuthorities, The Rabaul authorities carlier
rey o t2d that the situatlon aboard the TAKUYO MARU vwas not
serloes and Lhat there was no reason to delay departure of the
v.3sel from Rabaul,

The Lcw» has returned to Eniwvetok and has submitted a
r-port by wirz on their findings, Their repert of the Investiga-
ticn of the 1ncilent of alieged radioactive fellioub on the
Jeroiese shipe TAKUYO MARUand SATSUMA FARU on or aboub July 14,
(2) the physical contanlnztion cf the ships
anG cvew menbers, and (b) the results of the madicz2i examination

ol the Jcpen2se crews,

From this report and other information 1t appears quite
possible that the rainfall ihat occurred on the TAXUYO IMARU did
cortain radiozctive fallout from the tests at Enivebok rLovirg
Ground, Thz zmount of this falioubt was not sufficlent to have
causad radiaztion sickness in the crew members, The ship's
10g (THKUYO 134RU) stated there was an increase in radiation
levels to about 15 times b”C/gPOuﬁd readings. {Veluess hizher
than this are freguently observed in commuaibies around the
Nzvada Test Sit° during wezpcns tests, )} It is not clear b
this time Just how these nazsirements were taken, but even if
they re oresenued a 15 rfold temporary increase in wheole body
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exposure it would not have resulted 1n a total dose sufficient to
produce even the minimum symptons of radiation sickness,
(Calculations made by the Jepenese as reported in a previous
wire from the American Embassy, Tokyo, of a maximum of 100
rnilliroentgens exposure to the crew may be somewhat high but not
an impossible value, An exposure of 100 millircentgents 1s ebout
equivalent to that recelved each yeer from natural sources,

The nedical examinations showed no evidence of radiation
injury, The lowest white blood count of 3,350 is below average
but is not considered serious &nd counts in this range are
cceasionally seen under norinal circumstances, The specifie
cause Tor this low count has not been cdetermined, but 1t could be
elther (a) a normal count for this individual, or (b) the result
of cre or more of several causes, Other blocd elements (red
cell=s and hemoglobin) measured were 211 within normal ranges in
211 iustances.,

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Paul F, Foster

General deanager
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SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE
VASHINGTON

Aucust 14, 1958

MEMCRANDUM FCR:

Admiral Paul F. Fester,
Genzaral Monager,
Aitomic Ensrgy Commission,
Subject: Exposure to Rediaztion of the Tekuyo Maru and Sabtsuma

lieru,

It gives me great plecsure to bring to your attention the
ttached telegram from fimbassador liacArthur concerning the
clusion of the recent "exposure” Incldent involving the

On Lchalf of the Department I should like to express
correciation for the expeditious hzndling of the matter by
ine fromle Energy Commission, The meny indlviduals involved in
1-nisving the assistance referred to by Lmbassador Machrthur
zre to be ccmmended,

/s/

Fhilip J. Ferley

Lbtachments

fmEmobassy Tokyo's telegram
dzted hLugust 13,
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CQNEIDENIT A,

DEPARTVMENT OF STATE

AUGUST 13, 1958

FROM: TOKYO
TO: Secretary of State

CURRENT PHASE OF INCIDENT INVOLVING EXPOSURE TO RADIATION
CF TWO 1iSB SHIPS TAKUYO AND SATSUMA SEEMS ABOUT CONCLUDED,
NOTEVORTHY HAS BEEN VERY RESPONSIBLE MANNER WITH WHICH GOJ HAS
HANDLED QUESTION OF POSSIETE RADIATION SICKNESS AIONG CREW
PEIBERS, IN FACT TREMENDOUS PRESSURES FROM PRESS AND OFPOSITION
‘7O BUILD UP THIS INCIDENT INTO ANOTHER FUKURYY MARU CASE AND
CREZATE MAJOR CONTROVERSY WITH US, JAPANSSE GOVT HAS LENT VEIGHT
OF ITS PRESTIGE AND INFLUENCE TO QUIET PULLIC ANXIRTY ABJUT CREW
LMD BSTEE:LTSH THAT NO RADIATION EFFECTS WERE SUFFeRED (ENBTEL
293)., AS RESULT, EFFORTS BY PRESS AND LEFTISTS TO BUILD UP
ATHOSFHERE OF HYSTERIA AND THEREBY DRAMATIZE JAPANESE DnMANDS
FOR pUCLEKR TzST SUSPENSION HAVE FALLEN FLAT,

JEPAKESE GOVT MAINTAINED ITS POISE THROUGHOUT THIS
SiTUALLON LD ThHUS SUCCEEDED IN FRUSTRATING LEFTIST FLANS 'O USE
;118 INCIDENT TO CREATE SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES BETWEEN US LND
JLPAN, HOWEVER, AS RESPONSIBLE JAPANESE OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD US,
(FRIR EFP0RPS VWIOULD NOT RPT NOT HAVE SUCCEEDED WERE IT NOT RPT
20T FOR FUIL AND EXPEDITIOUS COOPZRATION OF US GOVT, FLEASE
L L VEY 1Y FSRSOMAL APPRECIATION PAATICULARLY 10 AEC AND ADHLIRAL
~.nXE AND HIS 2ECPLE POR THEIR EXPEDITIOU3 AND FOSITIVE

FSSISTANCE IN HAUDLING THIS POTENTTALLY EAPLCSIVE INCIDENT,

MAC ARTHUR



