
BOX 232
IWajalefn,Marshall Islands96555
May 10$ 1976

Steve Huller
Editor
Loan Ebeye Rainln
Ebeye, Marshall IBland8

Dear Mr. Editor3 BEST COPY AVAILABLE ~

It was very Interestingfor me to read the storyby J.A. in
the April 30, 1976 issue of the paper. The facts of what it was like
at Rongelap on the morningof March 1, 1954 are new to me.

However$ there were some statementsin the storywhich were
Incorrectand I would like to explain.

When the people were brought to Kwa$aleinafter that day, they
were told to bathe In the lagoon 3 times a day. This bathing was
importanttreatmentto reuove the radiation powderfrom their skin
and hair. It was this powder touching their skin which caused the
blisters like from a burn to appear on their bodies.

The doctors who examinedthe people at Kwajaleinfound it Iuportant
to take s~all amounts of blood from the people and test !ltto see if
the radiationhad aflectedit. The blood was not simply poured awy.

Since 1954 a team of doctors for ERDA ( the new name for AEC),
lead by Dr. Robert Conard of 13rookhavenNational Laboratory,has
examined the Rongelapand Utirik people each year. Sone people at
Utirlk were also affectedby the radiationfrom the bonb test on
March 1, 1954. There now is a doctor who lives at Kwajaleinwho
visits Rongelapand Utirk 4 tines a year to examinethe people. The -
doctorshave found the people to be generallyhealthy. They have found
no poison from the bonb to be still in the bodies of the people.
Radiationcauses sicknessit is true. Some types of slclmessoccurred
right away like the burns and losing of hair. Other types occurred
Blowly and did not appear for many years like the thyroidnodties.
There Is no longer any radiationpoison in their bodiesnow causing
Sickness.

It is not true that from 1954 until 1965 no medicinewas available.
It was only in 1963 that the doctors fIrst learned that the radiation
had caused injury to the thyroidglands of the people. The injury wa~
SO slow that it took 9 years for the welling to appear In the people’s
neaks.

Synthroid is not a drug to curs the people. It is a drug that
prevents thyroid nodules from developing. It is not true that the
people will die if they stop taking Synthroid. It is not true their
Ii#es will be shortenedIf they forget it for 1 day.

I thank J.A. for his story. I hope thi~ letter explainssome
mistakes, T ~
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