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(BIKINI ISLANDERS RETURN T0 HONE ISLAND DELAYED)

SAIPAN, MIG,23 (MNS)e~~THE PLMINED RETURN IN NID-SEPRPIMBER

OF TEER PIRST OFFICIAL CONTINGENT OF SOME 150 BIKINIANS YO TEBIR
HONE ATOLL HAS BREEN POSTPONED TO PERNIT COMPLETE AMALYSIS AND
EVALUATION OF TER LATEST RADIOLOGICAL SURVEY, IT WAS CONDUCTED IN
JUNE 1975 BY THE RNEROY RESEARCE AND DEVELOPNENT ADMINISTRATION
(ERDA) OW BIKIMI ATOLL.

BIKINI WAS THE SIPE OF 23 NUCLEAR TESTS (INCLUDING SURPACE

AND SUB-SURPACE DURSTS) IN THE PERIOD 1946~58, TRE BIKINIANS

WERE NOVED FROM BIKINI ATOLL BEFORE TESTING BEGAN, THRY WERE
SUBSECU=S LY SETTLED TEMPORARILY OR KILI ISLAND, ALSO IN TiR
MARSHALLS, IN AUGUST, 1968, PRESIDENY JOEWSOM ARNOUNCED THAT

THE BIKINIANS WOULD BE ARLE TO RETURN TO TREIR NORELAND AT A LATER
TINE,  NE DIRAL.AD THE DEPARTNENT OF THR INTERIOR, DEPARTHENT

OF DEFENSE, AND THE ATONIC EWERGY COMNISSION (NON PART OF ERDA)
TO COOPERATE IN PREPARIRG POR THEIR RETURN,
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TWO ISLANDS OF THE ATOLL, BIRKINI AND ENDBU, WBRE DETERNINED IN

1947 TO D2 SAPR FOR NABITATION VITE CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS WECESSARY
POR BIKINE ISLAND, SINCE THE PEOPLE OF PIXKINI ATOLL TRADITIONALLY
HAD THEBIR MAIN LIVING SRTTLEMENT ON BIKIMI ISLAND, THEY BLECTED
20 NAVE TRE NEV SETTLERENT STARTED THERE WITH THE UNDBASTANDING
THAT SONE RESYRICTIONS WERE NEEDED AND CONTINUAL RADIOLOGICAL
ggm WERE 70 BE NADE BOTHE BRFORE AND APTER THEIR RETURN ¥0 THB
A8 PART OF THR CONTINUING MONITORING OF BIKINI ATOLL A SURVEY
CONDUCTED BY ERDA IN JUNE 1973, REVEALS THE PRECAUTIONARY
REASURES RECOMMENDED IN 1967 MAY REQUIRE MODIFICATION., A STUDY
OF THR JUNE 4975 DATA IS UNDERWAY AND DEFINITIVE RECOMMENDATIONS
ARE EXPECTED IM ABOUT SIX MONTHS FROR NOW,

THE DRPARTMENT OF TME INTERIOR, WITH PRIMARY RESPORSIBILITY POR
THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS OF WRICE BIKINI ATOLL
IS A PART, NAS BEEN CONSTRUCTING THE PIRST PMASE OF THE NEW
SETTLEMENT O BIKINI ISLAND, THE DEPARTMENT RECONMMENDED THIS WEEK
TRAT THE FIRST OFFICIAL CONTINGENT WAITING OM KILI SEOULD DELAY
THEIR MOVE PENDING FURTHER ANALYSIS OF THE RECENT RADIOLOGICAL
SURVEY.
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DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR OSCAR DEBRUM OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
DISTRICT, REPRESENTATIVES OF ERDA AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF

THR PPOPLE OF BIKINT ARE SCERDULED TO DEPART MAJURO, THEE DISTRICT
CENTER, THE FPIRST WEEK OF SEPTEMBER POR RILI 2SLAND, - THERE THEY
WILL DISCUSS WITH THE BIRINI PEOPLE TEE PRELIRINARY PINDINGS OF

THE JUME 1975 SURVEY PRIOR 7O ANY ARSETTLENENT RECOMMMIDATIONS,

ENEU ISLAND, WRICH LIfS POUR MILES PROM BIKINI ISLAMD AND

PORNS PART OF TER OVERALL NMABITATION AREA, NAS BERM PLACRD UNDER

ANY RESTRICTIONS, PURTHER STUDIES ARE UMDER CONSIDERATION, UNQUOTE.,
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE BRACKET SIOM IS8 USED IM LIRU OF A ONE IN TRE
DISTRIBUTION DATE REVISION OM THE ORIGINAL SCRIPT, THIS APPEARS TO
BE A TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR AS SHOWM ON THE SCRIPT NANDCARRIED TO PASO
FROM BOB LAV, BONOLULU TRUST TERRITORY REPRESENTATIVE, THE BRACKET
SIGN IS LOCATED ON TRE SANE TYPRWRITER KEY AS TRE 1 AID 3T 18
ASSUMED THAT THR DATE IS MAY 12, 1975 WHICE WAS TYPED AS BRACKET SIGN
2, BRACKET 81GH 975. ALSO PLEASE NOTR THAT THIS DATR IS A

REVISION OF THE DISTRIBUTION PORMAT, THE DATE OF THE PRESS

RELEASE IS 8/23/75, THIS WAS CONFIRMED BY MR, LAW,

BOTE TO R, RAY: NANUEL DEBRUM IS TEE CONPIRMED NAME,

END M3G, OP-377.
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