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DUAFTLETTER70 OFFICEOF

MARSHALLmAms UESEARCM

THE SE~TARY OF DEFENSE

VESSEL

The AtomicEnergyComissfon has a continuingresponsibilityfor

severalsdentffic effortsin the MarshallIs?wds. Includedare

the programfor Moswdlcal surveillanceof severalgroupsof

MarshalIw8, the operatfonof the EnWWok MMne 13fologfcalLabo-

ratory,radiologicalsurveysof Enfwetok●nd Btklnf,and othersup-

port to the rehabf1itathn effortsat thoseAtolls. Mqy of these

effortswe conductedjolntly wfth elmanta of the Departmentof

Defense. For someyears,the Coaaslsslonhas been fortunateIn

havtngavatlablethe veryfine

Amycs bajale\n Msslle Range

efforts. tilthfeuelmptfons,

coopemtlon and supportof

fn pwsult of fts !Wshell

however,our program have

theu. s.

Islands

been de-

pendentuponthe Tmst Terrltoryfleldtripvesselsfor Inter-atoll

transportation,and thushave been subjectto the frustrationsand

excessfvecosts resultlngfrom randomand unrelfableschedultng.

To enhancethe effectivenessof our sctentlftceffortsand to pro-

vide thema betterlevelof $upport,the Coamf$slontsRevadaOpera-

tfunsOfffcehas undertakenpreliminaryplannfngfor theacqufsttlon,

outflttlng,.ma$ntenanceand operationof ● vesselto be &dfcated

to AEC p“&am need$;,’..Currentconsfderatfon contemplatesan LCU-
.’”A ,.

typev,essel”’”tith+hi:~r ffttfng-outfor eachof ft$ severaltasks...
by tins:of a faml-l-yof‘semltraflersIn a varietyof laboratory

confi&ratfons.. REPOSITORY

COLLECTION
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Throughlnfwmal d~scusshs wfthrepresentativescsfthe KwaJalefn

MfssiloUang8and lts supportcontractor,It has been detenslmd

that the capabilityexistsat thatfacflltyto providewlntenance

and supportto theopemttmefan ●iditfonalL(3J.Kwajaleincur-

rentlyoperatesfour suchvesselssupportingfts EAsstonrequlre-

mt$. I am advised,however,that the Cmmander, U. S. Amy

SafeguardSystemsComnanddoes not feel that he cm supportthe

AEC:Smqulrementwith his currentmlsslonassignments.

As,you know,the UnitedStates’relationshipswfth Mcrone$ia, and

particularlyufth the peoplesof the PWshalls, are bothvolat~le

and flynadc. (M long-terncoumdtmentsand obltgatfonsare viewed

most seriouslyby the Codsslon. In the near tam the @mlssfon

18 COsmttted to supportthe Departmntof OefenseIn Its efforts

towardthe rehabllitatlonof EnlwetokAtolland to matntalnthe

radiological surveillanceof Bikiniwhichhas continuedstnceour

jointAEC-DW cleanupof thatAtoll. In shortft seemsclearlyIn

our mutualinterestto provtd~solfdsupportto the alxm-cited

sc~entlf#c efforts.

I requestthatacttonbe takento haveassignedto the Commander,

Wajalein Hfssfle Rangethe supportmfsstondesertbed above. Spe-

cifically,thfswouldentatlIncreasingthe authorfzatlmof LCU~s

from four to f#ve,●nd provldlng otherresource authorfzatfons to

&-.
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parmltthe Rangeto operatethisaddft%al vmsel accordingto AEC

rqutrementsand schedulingwfthouttnterferlngufth fts current

Msslon asslgments.

The next scheduledrequirementfor marinesupportfn the Marshalls

wI1l be fn #larch1974 fn connectionufth a perlodlcstedlcalsurvey

of the nativesof Rongetap. It wouldbe amst desfrableto havethe

NarshallIslands ResearchVesseloperationalat thattime. To this

end,and anticfpatlngthe requestedmissfonasslgment, I m~~st

your earlyconcurrmm in principleto permftfurtherdetafled

examinatloaof thl$ matterjofntly by the NevadaOperatfons Offfce

and the K@aleln Mwlle Range.
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