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Dr. Bruce Wacholz
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Washington, DC 20545

Dear Bruce:

In response to your letter of June 1, 1979, we have ]~ot been requested by DOE

to provide Interior with information on our personnel monitoring activities. I

would in fact prefer that such information b:-’provided to GOI through EV unless

othelvise directed, Please inform me as to your preference. In the meantime,

the following information is the best we have to dat(~ in response to the questions

which you raised:

1. We do not know (and have no means i.rnmcdiately available to c:;timate) how many

people may have lived at Bikini Atoll between l’)f,2and 1’178. When we began

field trip visits in 1974, there were approximately 40 peep.Lc (presumably Trust

Territory–employed caretakers and their famil L(’s) Livlnq on Bikini Island- The

population grew over subsequent years until fi~l~]l~:jt.l’~7~~,wh{:n alL 140 persons

then in residence were moved Lo Kili. We arf: unc;,:rt_air]at)out tile breakdown,

but some of the 140 had lancl rights on l~ikini, whi 1(.others were rr.’r. employee

families without land right.s.

2. In April 1’)78, the BNL meclical team conducted sick ca] 1 a~. Bikini I.slan(l. At

that Eime, a census was conducted and 135 person= WPrP living on Rikinl Island.

Some indlvidual~; were not prescl]t. We estima(e ll~al t.}lcislan~l population was

between 135–145 witl] L40 as the most probabl~ fi]r;~lrrfor April l’~78. Of the

1.4Clpersons, 30 l,crsGrlswere estimate(l Lo be 10s.s Ii]al]L years 01(1, ,~n(l22

persons lCSS than 2 years of age. We l~ave assllmc(lt)~at tt~e l~umber of persons

relocated in August 1978 was essentially t}]e [x]pul,al-lorlnf Al]riL 1978.

3. Bob Fliltenberger had an opportunity to discuss pop~]l,~tlon statistics on May 19,

1’379 with Tomaki Juda (a member of the Kili (;OUIJCLI)at]clRalph Waltz (a KiLi

Council spokesman). They stated that cluring Lhr [~l]li]-epost-testing period

during which Bikini was inhabited (-1969 to 1[17H) only 2 or 3 (Pxtende[l)

families having land rigk~ts at Bikini ever 1iv~.clI.IICL-[l.‘1’l]csefamilies

comprised about 1.5% of the total population, t_lIcr(,m.ljning8!51,being fr.rr.
employees and their clependents. The Eollowinq !alllr ~>r-r,sonl-sOllr bf?st

information to date in response Lo your qllcstl{~ll,;?, 4, ~), ~ al~(~7.
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8. Of the 13 people whose
-37

Cs bady burdens exceede,l 3 vC~ in April 1978, 4
were whole body counted in January 3979, 6 weze counted in May 1979, and
1 was counted in both January and May.

9, 10. ‘The following is a descriptive breakdown of the 129 people who were

11.

12.

13.

14.

counted in May 1979:

(a) Controls - Six Marshallese subjects who currently live
on Majuro, and who (based on interviews) have
never resided on Bikini.

(b) Jabor Island - Seventeen Bikini “prior residents” who

(Jaluit) relocated before 1977.

(c) Majuro Island - Thirty-five “prior residents” of Bikini.

(d) Majuro Island - Twenty-seven “relocated” residents of

Bikini .

(e) Ejit Island - Twenty-nine “relocated” residents of Bikini.

The di~ference between the 125 people counted and the 140 people relocated

is presumably children under 5 years of age.

The percent of population whole body counted which was reported in the Table

is based on the ratio of the number of people counted in January and/or
May 1979 to the number relocated. Since this later group includes children
less than 5 years of age and who are not normally counted, the percent counted

will probably never reach 100%. The percent counted to date should remain
67% as reported.

The people counted on Majuro, Kili, etc. , are not all “relocated” Bikinians.
Please see item (3) for details.

Whole body counting was performed in individuals 5 years of age or older.

All results reported in the May 21 letter to Tom McCraw are for this group.

Specifically, “Male” means adult male ages 15 and elder; “Female” means
adult females ages 15 and older; “Children” means male and female children
ages 5 to 14 year of age.

Please call me at FTS 666-4250 or Bob Miltenberger at 666-2503 if we can

provide further information or clarification.

Sincere$y, .

N. A. Greenhouse

Project Manager
BNL Marshall Islands Radio-

logical Safety Program

NAG/slg

cc : A. IiUll

E. Lessard
B. Miltenberger

T. McCraw

C. Meinhold
W. Weyzen /


