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Dear Dr. 'Vetter: "

X am counscl fbr the ! people of‘niklni vho WEre Boved
off theix ‘atoll in 1946 so that the United States could conduct
nuclear weapons tests.. I am writing to: ‘seek vour azsistance
in reviewing the methoflology,' results and cpnclusions of rmcent
radiological and medical studies at Bi kinl,

.. From 1946- to 1958 . the ‘United Statcs detonat&d 3
nacleax dcvaces at Bikinx, 1nclud1ng the’ﬁarch 1, 1954 hydrogen
vomd test YBravo.® In 1967, nine years.af President Eisen-
howsr declared a moratorium on. atmosphefic nuclear testing, the
Atomic Energy Commission.(AEC) conducted a radiological survey
of Bikini to measure its safety! An Ad.Hoc Committee sppolatud

by the ABC reviewed the results of the. s +y and declazed that
sikini was "once agaln safe fbr huuan habi ton." Ths report
cominﬂeﬂ ) S - —

' ’The exposures to radlation that uould result
from the rxepatriation of the Bikini people do
not offer s significant threat to their health
andtsafety *. ‘

rcordingly, on Auqust 12, 1968, President Johnson annusced
that yadiation levels on Blklni Atoll were low enough to allow
cxfe rescttlement. S .
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cleanup and rehabllitatlon Lf’Bmkinl began in 1969
in preparstion for resettlement, and | AEC continued to
venitoy Bikini's safety.:.One AEC’ of§1cia1.ttated in 1%6%
that "there is: virtually*nn'madlatio feft, and we can fingd
no discernable effect on either: plant or.enpjmal life.™ 1In
1971, the Director of AEC's Division of Operational Safaty
reported that well water samples hdd bee ntaken from seweral
locations on Bikini Island ower.a perjod. qf «ime and that,
"from radiolog:cal wiewpuint;sthe watex: iﬁ safe to 4rimk.¥

: Despxte thcse assurances, tLe Bikinlans exprageed
increasing concern over the atell's spfety,\and in 1975
brought & court actiob to sée¥X an oxder directing the Uni
Stotes to vonduct. a thorough. radlological siirvey of ths atocll
to measure. and assess, 1ts safety. In the court complaint, the
szinisnz opanly conceded&their ignorhnce as to Bi ‘s aazetyx

“wpor us to nake an lﬁt&lllgent decuszon t8
" resettle Bikini Atoll, ‘we must be . able to
" weigh our desire and return agaimst the
" radiclogical risks or returning. . We have
not been prpvided with that! information
- in a form that we can under?t&nﬂ.*
#fter savcral years of - litigation and settleément discussions,
the United states agreed to comduct a' thorough radiological
study, including aerial radiaticn surveys and: terrestrial and
warine studiesn, of Bikini and thirteeh other islands and atolls
in the mnorthern Marsball Islands that received fallout frowm
one ©r more of the U.s. nucleir tests11nlthe,9acific.

. “The survey ya3’conducted in;late 1978, and mseme of the
results from:the aerial surveys have been released. Bafore the
survey was even conducted, howaver, m dical examinations con-~
ducted in April, 1978 on the!145 people 'who had been moved back
to Bikini in the rarly 1970's showed body burdens so high that
it was necessary to ®ove thea'off Bik%nl Jsland.

" Based on theése medical exam*natinnﬁ and preliminecy
rzaults from the radiological:survey, |the United States bas
snnounsed that Bikini;Isiand will be ¢ff dimits for habitation
or egricultoral use. for appreoximately! 60 years and that Enau
Ialand dn Bikini Atoll'w111 be off llmxts for at leaat 20-25
yiars. ‘ e 1

Th& Blkiniahs whofare confﬁscd by the conflicting
information they- have ‘receivéd over the ysaxrs, do not under-
stand uby‘carller aurveys of'nikanx were artbncous. Thoy
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hnve, nndarstandably; lost-all “trust in U.St GOVernnnut
scicnti:ts. .

‘ |

- I expressed these views on behalf ﬁf the 3&0?10 of
Bikxni last month in.remarke to the United Mations Trustamship
Council (see attachment at pages 10-11}, and I reguestad that ,
an internmational committee of ‘ecientigts, having no conasction
with or interest in 'the U.S.: governmept or: the U.S. nucleax
testing program, independently review and assess the reooults
and coe~Tusions of the northern Marshnll Islands radxélogical
survey, spetificallyias they.apply to)the'safety of Bikimi
and - Enpu Ielands in Bikini- Atoll. Last week: I made tha Baas
reguest to the U.S. 'govermment; 'snggesting thét the United
States fund an independent asaéssmentxof the survey by & ooe~
mittee of international scientists or . perhaps fund soveral

independent assessments by inﬂividual non~0nited States
acieatistn. . ,

Given the inportancc of this survgy to the futnre
of the Bixinians, the past mistakes of U.S,'scientists im
asasuring and/or’ assessing.the safety, of BiXini, and tka
uncertainties concerning the long-term effest of low levels
of radiation, 1 belisve that it is in|the interests of all
parties to seek independent assessmeni of . the survey. .Al-
thongh I have not yet received a formal réply from the United

Ttates government, .1 am hopeful that it will ‘respond favorably
to tbe szinxans' request

: . In theievenrt that tha United Statcs does aqreﬂ o)
fund an independent review of the northern:HMarshall lslangs
rediological survey, would.you be interested in participating
in this review? Some of the broad questions the Blkinilns
soak to have answcred are ‘the. followxng- . ;

== Was the proper methodo ogy" uaed in the
northern Marshalls survey? .

e ‘l

- - pid the survey employ the bext available
technological technique: and equlpmen?? :

e Arée the data collected from t‘:ba survey ROCUIRLs
snd mwxa?. . |

i
I

~-. Are the conc&uslons, pqedlctions and riek
Mzﬂeﬁsn%ntﬂ concerning: the future safety of Bikini and Enou
Inlands valide? An analysis of this issue would, of courea,

nuceggitate a review of bhoth the suxvéy and the April, 1978
nqdical,ekaninatxons.l. N
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, 'If you would be. interested in partic1pat1ng in this
project, ploase let me. know at your earliest convenience., 1f
you wish, ‘I will send you detailéd 1nﬁorhati¢n concerning the
survey and the nedical axan1nations. i

o |

I look fbrward to hearing fron you BOON.
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