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Utirlk — Ronrelap Hedical Asreement

A guesstion has arisen concerning, the ddfferences between the provisions of
Public Law 5-52, passed in the {irst resular session of the 5th Conrress
of Micronesia 4n 1973, as corpared vdith the provisions of the frreerent
betiieen the U.S. Atomice w.er*y Corrdssion (now i RDAY, and the Trust
Territory dated lovember 8§, 1974. The Coneress of !"cronesia in Public
Law 5-52 saw it to rrovide medical benefits of a rather broad nature te
the people of Rongelan and Utirik. The Act further specifies that the
medical benefits will be avallable to the descendants of exposed persons,
a3 defined in the fAct. Section 10 of the Act also directed the High
Cormissioner ‘m rt"" an Executive Arraenent with the AEC Lo Joiray the
CHALCioCh ‘LU\J. Ld ¢y This AC‘;, SUG, wiioy uw‘c.vu_'_‘y, e F:P’-Céuk—,ﬁt TELSTTEG
to above, between AEC and the Trust Territory, lirdts the medical services
only to Deople on the Poster of the DBrookhaven Medical Survey Yeam end
ralkes no provision for the descendants of those people who were exposed to
irradiation.

fo our mc'.:lcd{*e the Congress of I'leronesla, afteyr having passed Publice

Law 5-52, has provided no Nunding for carrvin'* out its provisions.
A further reference to Public Law 552 and the AFC — T.7. Arrcamant, referred
to above, provides another problem, to wit; Public Law 5-02 provides
healtn services and redical benefilts to 2ll of the reople of Fonyelap and
Utirik whereas the Asrreement between £LC and the ST Herritory provides only
for tiose peonle in the control sroun, referred to above. Thercfore, 1t 1is
necessary for a deternination to be made by sore medlcal rerson or stalf as to
the rature of the referral for redical treatrent as to whether the 11lness is
from effects of irracdiation or from other causes, Our question, very sinply,
is this, who has responsibility for making this ceteirwmination?

£3so, another problem area is that involving dental work. Cheuld Public Law
5-52 bhe interpreted so as to provide corplete dental care, including
dentwres, or should it be limited to providing those services alned toward
radntaining healthy teeth and gpums?

Mnadly, if the Marshnll Islands District is to be mequired to pay for the
medical ac-sistance rrovided under Pullic lLaw 5-52, the Farshall Islands
District Will have to eryare in deficit fimancing because this prosram is well
beyond our fiscal plan and abiiity to pay for these scrvices.
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This nemorandim 13, therefors, to apidse you of a situation that ig
potentially costly to the Marshall Islands Ulstrict ond also to let you
you Incw of our problex and cur coicerns with respecet to the Lrolenentation

— TR - o o
cf Tuslic Law 5-52.
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