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REPORT OF THE MEEITING P“]JSIN
THE UNITED STATES BLIRGY RESPARCH AND DEVEOLOPMENT ADMINTSTRATION
CAND
THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFTC ISLANDS
REGARDING MEDICAL CARE OF THE RONGELAP AND UTIRTK PuOPLE

KUAJALETR, M, 1., FEBRUARY h-5, 1977
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The United Siates Energy Research and Development Administration (ERDY),

2!

forme}ly AEC, has for more than 20 years conducted a program of medical
surveillance of the people of Rongelap and Ulirik vho were exposed to fallout
from a weapons test in 195h. 1In the course of this activity, and with the
knowledge and consent of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (TTPI),
the ERDA medical teams have provided limited medical care for the peovle
at Rongelap and Utirik.

The veonle iiving on Ut)rik and Rongelap, nave secently anlG sepeitLCly
expressed a desire {or changes in the type of medjcallcare under the ERDA
program. Specilfically, they have addressed requestis to FRDA for more

comprechensive medical care for all the people living on Lhese islands.

It is recognized that general medical care of the people of the
Mivshall Islands is a responsibility of the Administvation of the TIPI.
It 15 in the intercst of both the TPPT and the US (LRDA) to explore vays

in which medical needs can best be met by cooperative eflTorts of Loin

parties within the framewerk of their respective responsibilitics.

In responsc Lo a Trust Terrilory request, Lthe RKDA representatave

reported that the US (ERDA) io prepered Lo continue ils assistance to
the TTPI in the discharge of its heallh care responsibilities to the

people Lliving on Rongelap and Utirik.
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The following arrangements wvere agreed to:
a. ERDA will invite TTPI medical personnel (e.g., medical officer,'nurses,
health aides, technicians) t§ participate in the ERDA medical visits in
order to facilitate expanded programs such as well baby clinics, Tamily
planning, etc., and will assist with logistic support of these activities.
For the next four quarterly visits, the TT will provide one medical officer,
one health assistant, and up to two additional medical personnel, as needed.
Travel, per diem and subsistence will by paid by ERDA; salaries will be paid
by TTPI.
b. IBRDA will assist in arranging for additional US medical doctors to partic-
ipale in the medical team visits, as may be required to assist the TTPI in
providing general medical care to the people living on Rongelap and Utirik.
For the next spring survey (March, 1977), ERDA will make every effort to
provide, and will Tund if necessary, two additional physicians. It is
anticipated that the tvo physicians will be provided by the Public Health
Scrvice,
c. ERDA will, lo the extent operntionally fcasiﬁle, extend the duration of
1ts medical {ecam visits to Rongelap and Utirik to accommodate the needs of
the Trust Territory medical program. Therefore, {or the nexlt spring visit,
it is expeclted that duration of stay of the medical team will be extended
by two to three days.
d. The medical teams, whilc at the islands, wlll extend medical care ang

treatment equally to all those living on the two islands.
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It is

a modification of the agrcement of Dec.

2, 197k between the

-

recognized that the arrangemenls set forth above do not constlitute

TTPTI and ERDA nor

do they alter statutory responsibilities of either agency.

Signatlure:

Si1gnature
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Williawm W. Burr, .D.

Deputy Director,

Division of Bnomedlcaj and Environmen
Research, LRDA
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Oscaxr deBrum
District Administrator
Marshall Islands
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ATTENDEES

William W. Burr, Deputy Director, DBER, ERDA

Roger Ray, Asst. Manager for Environment & Safety, ERDA
Oscar DeBrum, District Administrator, Marshalls

Ezra Riklon, Marshalls District Director of Health Services
Masao Kumangai, Director of Health Services

Robert Hazlett, Peace Corps Representative larshalls

Robert Conard, Head of BNL Medical Surveys in the Marshalls
Victor Bond, Associate Laboratory Director, BNL

Knud Knudsen, Resident Physician, BNL

At]an‘Anien, Speaker of the Nitijela

Kristine Morris, Program Specialist, ERDA



