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Not~s on TRDA Meeting to Discuss Previems Concorniag! '. [
the Madical Examinations of MarshaUlern Teopin:-
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Those present at the meeting includcd:‘gfrom EﬁL; Drs. Bond, Cronkite,
Cohn, and Coqard; from DOIL, Janice Johnson; from LBA, Dre. Burr (who
chaired the meeting), Weyzen, Forster, and Megsys. Ray, McCraw, End ;thcrs.
Conard gave a handout of suggested topics fo;.didcuaqion alpng:with
coples of gome pertinent material and then presented a review of thé
evante occurring iﬁ the recent medical survey in the Harshall Iclends
in March-April, as background for topics to be dincugsed. A brief summary
of discussion of major topics follows.

Pl

Fulure of DAL Medical Program in the Harehall Islrnds

With Dr.- Knudsen, the resident'phyaician in the Marchall Iclende,
ieaving the program at the end of the year, aﬁd rotiremzent of Dr. Conard
acheduled for January 1979, recruitment of one or mora physicions for the
program will be necessary, Should the positioﬁ of resideat phycician be
continuéd? Ia it necossary to continus féur yearly wiodiiz Lo Roanslap
and Utirik? The following alternatives were diccussed:

1. Recruit two physicians to relieve Corard und Knudcen &ad continue
the program as before. The resident physician wipht to acguircd on a
year—to-ycar basis with the help of soma group, cuch co the Ualverolty of
Hawail or the Public Health Servige;

2. Have only one physirian in the program who, in additicn to adminie-

tering the program from BRL, would visit the islindo blaanually for a
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September checkup on the people and organize and COrYy Out tho'sanual :

medical aﬁrvay in March-April., The Trust ‘Territory would, hopefully, |
Ly . ’

fill in for tha other querterly visits to the outer islunds.

3. As in 1, except recruit. a paramedic instcod of a physicien .
. ¥

to be in the islands, .and meke the quarterly visite including asﬁistan;el

to the physician on the September trip and the annual survey. Alternative
: SR L \

3 seemad to be favored. The concensug was that quartorly trips should be
continued if possible. DHL would explove further thece pezoibilitles. It

wap pointed out that 1f the quarterly trips were cbandoncd an erplenation
. S
]

to the people would be necesgary.. In any cvent, a letter to Oocar deBrum
conce rofng the future status of the medical progrom would be desirable.

1:: question was rafeed as to whether, from the rescarch poiﬁt of view,
ERDA might have gotteh “nearly all the mileage" out of tho progrea and
another organization might-teke over. It was polnted out that with the
increésing development of hypothyroidism in many exposcd pcaplo and the
continued development of thyroid nodules there wos, if aaything, an in-

!
creass in research interoat in the program. I

It wes agreed that ERDA should support further ¢valaleg of cna or Pore
Marshallese pergonnel, perhaps at the University of lavail, to paviicipate
in the medical program in thd ielands. Such training would be primarily

for general health care, but also include some acpcets of rediation and

1te effectn. Purther exploration of this program should be purpsued with

the Trust Territory.
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At the tive of the March survey, the Utirik CounFil requested a
i :

. ]
Lottor to th~ Migiotrvate of Utfrik

. i s ' .
letter as soon as possible as to whether ERDA would cbtain a rellef

{
phyeiclan for Dr. Knudsen in order for contfnuaticn of tlie quartarly !

- |

visits to their ieland. If no replacement vab intcndéd; they stated
they would atterpt to locate a doctor of their ocwn for thic purpoce.

A draft of a a letter to the Magistrate of Utirik wne'%rcaentod and

. !
since there was some objection to the wording of the letter, it was to

! . / N
i

be revised by ERDA.

Ss v

The ERDA answers to the letters from the peopla of Réngelap rnd Utirik
It was apreed that BRDA nceded to revise the preoent drafte of the

answering letters in the light of the results of thic mebting and recent

!

cevenla,

-~

f
Responge to Dakal ond Bakal (law firm) letter ropnrding ponding
—pult by the Utirik people apaingt ERDA {'
An answer prepared by ERDA lawyers at Las chcclwca reads Tae

lettar outlined the concern and support (medical, ete.) c¢f tho Utdrxdk

people by ERDA (AEC) over the years.,

Thyroid Control Study

It was pointed out that more information was badly nccced on the
general incidence of thyrold abnormalitics in the unexposcd larshallese
people in order that {indings, particularly in the Utirlk population,

could better be evaluated with regard to radifation crpesusz,  Buring the
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thia program futhcr nerioua COnsivcration.

past survey,. sooe. 300 uuonposed people of ULifﬁt‘ nd'ﬂougolvn Nh:a iaclnded

.o “,l.
. l' ‘.:‘.\ :

in a thyroid aﬁf&ay "It vas poinhcd Qut thut ‘h"ra mﬁth Do parb’ﬁa a ‘ :
‘ , . l 1 ‘l
dozen people in tha. nex; two yea1a\iﬂ thia gtnvn'én LhOm thyroid Jur;ery
TN RS FER J
AR I
vould ba_iudicntod. It would o dLgirpbls LV nav« phnse pqtinntn tcken -
\ K n\ " .

perheps to Tripler Arvy Hoapital in Honoluly,, uniug ths same ourgeen cod

pathologiaL vho haya been involved 1n the profran. DRER agrccd.to give

\\

‘Briefing at DOI

Tha DOI represcatative quggcstéd that a bricling of Mr. A, klankel
(new High Comnissioner of the Trust Tekritory) sad lizo. Ruth Von Clove

(new Director of Office df'TerritorLEs at DOL) by soma IRDA rcprecentatives
would be helpful, particularly prior:to‘the UN weetiago i Dow Yogk. One
of tha toplcs to be diacuaned would be the probleza accecloted with the
Congress of llcronesias PL*)—52 (concerning certuLn.ho:vital bonefits‘to
Rongelep and Utirik pcopla). lhsre is a disparity bcL\c:x the Conﬂera
bill and the LRDA-TT agxeemané W ich would seem to fndicato a pooeible
regision of tha bill. Congresam%niyalosihua indieatad that hq folt that -

P

such a ravision would be required.

At the request of BOIL, an updated summary of rodicel Clndings was
prepared, It was pointed out that the liste of people with {lndings were
continuously belng added to. Only 23 of 65 exposcd Rongelap people now
living are nsL Uated as haviog thyroid ebnormalitics. The DOI repre-

gentative remarked that tha so-called Burton bill was £o cinibus bI11

20011293
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“injuries.. The bil% had ayrcndy been' ¢ pprOVLd Dy tho Lcnne of Hec ":ntntivcu.

\ ! . ) o ! 4
i' Jt ' 4
' .
dovaring eevtruLluT {aren Huruhpll Yn]pnd osprhantary topﬁ‘a, i?vqﬂﬂing
. )

. . P
' - Unfortunulelj, t\a thanuc? in wordin& auggentcd by LIDA bad not beca includcd

J N \\ '

: in the vaxnion poggsed, It ia,undcrstood that gora cnangcs mey-still be

A : euggeated befo:w the Scnete considevation of thia bill.

L ; \_ Lot B T y : .
Anrtunl weﬂtcni rh"ctupa on Bikini and Fni\ctnﬂ prnn]e

J V.

fince the Birini cad Eaiwetak people were not axposed to radiation at

the Llra of the accidont, ee 18 true of the Rongelap ead Utizil people,
{

i medical,exaxdnationé would not be justified on-the basls of poseible radiation
, N \ P

. : ‘
effecto. Howevery tho view has been expreseed that these dizplaced people
should be conoidcfcd as a npecial group of Margha}leoe, cnd the fact that

thay will be liviag on islands that have been contgainated would warrant

e e i g -

annual medical checkups {or paychological reagons (recasurance) 4f for

nothing more. ; It was noted that the Bikini people hava reauasted by letter

- :
that the BIL rodical group viﬂit thcm; also that Congreocnan Dalos hae

_—

. publicly oxp::pocd diuhfpointment that the EnfveLal prégran Cees not e
include modicel examinations of the returning peopla.  Tae Caalrman said

that DBER would give thilg subject further consideration end roport on

e e

the{r conclusions later.

PN

Bioacuay propram - Bildni and Enivetak
, : . 137,
Dildni - A letter to Dr. Liverman was preccated with tablea of Cu

end Py f;nd‘nga. The incrcase in 137Cn bedy burdeno of the Bildafl poople

' 301 12qn "
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P e
{ P a serious fiadind, ihﬁ pLOple admitted that Lh y}]hd'bten enf&ngfzha
,: ) ‘1: . v o .-L B ; 1 b '
S " forbidden pandanua and brcndiruit which could aCCObﬂu o tho {acreased

T . ¥ S
L. 1 :
] a .body‘?urﬁcpoy ylth xcgard to Pu,. the problems asgociated with gottimg- U

\ ll )
[‘C '% . sufficient urine eamples for analysis by "clean" technlque, oo rccomzended

o '§> by TIG group, was mentioﬁed and further conéideration muct be given to
i

; ; acquiring adcquato ﬂamploa«~ Tha Bikini eiLuntion wonld P”Ed cful
f “Nxﬁ'coneidcration by the ncw standing committeo o bo forﬁ~J as deseribed
[N}
‘ 2 below,
e

v

N Enivctek -~  DOEBS thinks it urgﬁnt to have whole Lody counting done
. on the returning Enivotak people within several wontha. It tco agrecd
that BNL should arrange to have this done, using the exlsting whole-body
; counter trailer which would:be set up at Fniwetak, 'Cost for ncw alectronic
i equipmeﬁt would be provided by BRDA.  The present bloansay program (includ-
i ing sick cell by physicians) would continue at Bikini for the present, but
4' the Eniwetok bioassay program would not bo connected with physicians.

The eubject of bringing some Bilini people to How York for in vivo
Am counting éé.NYU was digcusaed una tho opinién was erxpressecd that.Lhia

might cause undue concern on the part of tho Dikiniens., The posolbility

of bringidg non-Dikind people back for counting was sucacsted,

Declsion-making responciblilitics o

& o,
Reaponoibilitics for radiation assessment in the larehall Iolends
in ERDA has been divided botwoen DOES and DLBR. DOLS gathors radiological

— date {rom different laboratorfes (BNL - ngrcntrial, Univarsity of
00117285
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The naed for a standing committee for ovorull ovaluxLion of tha >
envimnmo,ntal and personnel radiological morutoring dm,a vas agrcod o
_be urgont. Porhana imth mtre-ag,ency, as mll as mtowngenmja\ gmittcon s
v ‘;, L ". <‘
with decision-—m.]dna POWOTE would be nciu:oomy. g Tna DA ‘nermdiioa would- T
carry out ot leest emnual reviews of radiological data and tha Chairman
advise on recommendations &nd necessary action. :
- Robert A. Conard, M.D. :
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