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", ko leave Dikimi Atell. You will xesall that cxperimental food

:be present at ¢he Juna 19, 1978, Houme Interiox Approprizticns
3 . Lubocormittee hearing on Bikiniy and this matter obvicusly will
‘L;ba raized st thet time algo. o : SR

o BEST GOPY AVAILABLE",
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Pear Pr. Liverman:

Thig iz a follewup to the telephone conversation Mr. Jokn E. - i
GeYoung of my staff bad oo June 9, 1978, with L. Joe Baal,
“hagistent Dircetor for FPleld operationa, bBivicion of

Opexaticnal and Envirommental Safety, on the urgency of

cbhtaining laborstory snalycic of food sasples froa Encu '
Ieland and an up-to-dote roport froa the Departwent of Dnergy y
on the possible voe of this islend by the current rosiGents

Jof Bikini Isclamd. ‘

Fhe rosidents officially have reguested tho Hich Commiszioner
W procure this informstion for thea since thoy ¢o not wish

gandens were estebliched by D.0.E. lagt aoutusa on Bneu
Igland. Some of the Bikinl Icland rosidents have been working ‘
in theze experimcutal gerdons and thay cannot underctand why - el

- R.OLE, doesn't lisve any rooukte aveileble, othar than o .

eompling of sows 15 cocomuto. Hr. Doal also in his testimoay

to the Houge Interior Approprictions Subcosnittee at the ;
Hay 22, 1970, hesring, roferred to “focd szmples and othor

cxepg thet are nov in the pipeline being anziyzed®. Ha stated.

that the zesults would bo out in & fow wonths. :

PORDET IO

s i 5.

LNy

In view of the reluctance of the residents to leave Bikind
Atoll, it is isperative that we furnish thea ond the Suboom-
sitice an up-to-date enalysis of the situation on Bneu island
‘within the nent gizty days. %he Bikinians have asked the Eigh
Commissionsr o deley. s decision on the site for a temporary
relocation wntil such an analysis iz availaeble. o

Therefora, I am requesting that D.0.E. give this smatter the
highest of prioxitics. Kopresentatives of thoe Bikinians will ‘
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S " you doubtless know, wa have already taken the public )
- position that Eneu ig unsafe, and that it ought not to be used H
ag -an altermativa to Bikini., WWith D.O.E.°s coancurrence, I SRR Y

statod the following on May 22 before the Housa Appropriations
Subcorrmittees .

“The Committee will recall that when we testified before
you a month o750, we anticipated; on ¢ho bagisc of the
bast informztion then available ©o uws from the Depart-
waent of Bporgy, that if it were necasgary to move the i
poople of Pikini Islend to an aiternative, safe site, wve
could expect that the neexrby island of Eneu would be
avalleble foxr that purpose. Last Thursday we learned
that tests of 2 Linlted cample of focdotuffs arowing on
Enca showed an uptuke of radionuclides much in exncess of .
thogo predicted on the basie of the hnown cesitm and v
strontium content of the goil,  _Accordingly, vs have con~

claégﬂ that vs paet climinste Bneu as.an alternstive . '
gé-t@ .‘ £ _. W ' '.

SO U S

PSRRI TN

*Tha test results reported by the Departm=ent of Enargy

lead the Interior Department and the Government of the - i
Trust Territory to two conclusionss ve must move all of I
the current regidents of Dikini Island off that island, g

Ut SN U T 7 SR

ag guickly #8 ue axe able to do cojp wz mmst not move
them €0 Breuw, ag had besn the Bikinisns® -hope end ours®.

If the foregoing conclusions concerming the unavailability of '
Bneu are mot correat, we must know that fact prosptly. The L
infornation we received from D.C.T. im May supported the above SN
eategoricul statesents. If there fg any doubt from D.0O.B.'s R
. standpoint as ¢to the conclusion stoted concerning Baeu, we- . -
cloarly peed to Lnow of it prowptly. Asy cooments you can P S
offer prior to our hearing scheduled for June 19 would be U
hieipful. Wa shall hope to hear fros you by then. I

Sincorely yourg, m‘<3 i: : ffxf- P

BRS, RUTH . VRY CLEVE R
Hxgs. Ruth G. Van Cleve ‘ . S
Birector ~ % LT
Offica of Territorial Affeirs S
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United States Department of the Interior

QfFICR OF THE SECRETARY
VWASHINGTON, RD.C. 2028

_Pemewehla Sidney B. Yotes . et T
L iToan

Cotcermittes ¢n Interior

3 Houze Comittes en Aveopnintions
e bontaingten, B.C. 20515

CmizEl

At the hearing on Bikini oa May 22, [ provised to spprise you by Juzs 12
of the rasules of the visit of the High Cozmissisner to Bikini 2o mest

: ulth the peanje iiving thero and to losrm their prefereacs for relocation . .
& frea Bikind Folend, : L _ o

s

Uigh Commigsicuer Winkel hss telephoned to report that their first prefer- -
ence is to vesoin on Bikiai Atcll. Tho Bikinions ask that the tics batweed & |

“'roy and the date they must sove frem Bikini Island be used fox additiemal

studies by the Dopartment of Enorgy to dotermine more Gefinitely ulsthexr Cd

or not Encu ds a suitsblo niterpative. Vo fave agked DOE to completo its

tests prompely.s . -

¢ The Bikind Islesd rosidents cypressed great Concern about movieg snywhare

e dlco in the Marshalls, bocovse to do o wuld “iatiude upen the rights of
7. 7 athers. " Yf they rust leeve Bikini Atoll, chey have esked the High

" Comdssioner to designats the site. Hs curroatly btlicves that the £imsl

 chofco should be Jaluit or KiRd. e

. e

TMr. Winkel snd I wiil discuss dn detail the results of his trip to Bikinmi,
Kikf, and Jeluit with you and the Cosmittos at the Juno 19 hearing.,

smwmﬁy yours,,

Q. ‘f%_eé‘-;

Hes. Quth G. Ven Cleve
Director ] .
0ffice of j’m@gprﬁfai'ﬂffms ot
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