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Mr. Thomas S. ?kntire, Staff Consultant

.,

Com-mittee on T.nterior and Insular .kffairs . .
}?ouse of Reprcsenta Lives

. De2r };r. Iknaire:

Ttiis is in’rzspnnse to yoEz request of .Jua~ 13, l’374, to Dr. S. Marks

“of q st~ff for :i~C-comer.ts on a report of the special Joint Co~zmittee ““-

Concerning ?.on~elzp 2ncl U?iri.k ~tolls of the Con~ress of Mj.cronesj.a,
The report prcvi.6ss c!ocuzqa~.ati.oastip~orting”a request for Conpcasati:,n
for dara~es La t!-,el?ongsl~~ z.~.dIJtirik Atolls z:>d their inhabitants
resulting froa khe thzrzc~;~clezr test conducted on Bikini Atoll CIa
klarch 1, i954. t ,.

. .

Briefly stzted, the rz?or? -req’aests the following types of coc.per.sation:

1. Paynezts of $50,000 e~ch to the motl~er and father of the d~ceased

Ieu’kemia pat<eat;

...

3. l’a}we~~ts oi $l,COO each to the people of Utirik who ~;ere rcl.ocr.ted

subscc-uznt to t:he test; and
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,P.IJ.““88-485 provided $950,000 (less 57. for legal fees) in equil payments

-.. to 82 c“xposed inhabitants of Ron~ela ,p Atoll. or their heirs. The ..
.,

individual psymnts., amounted to about ..$11,000. P,L. 88-4S5 contained

a provision to the effect t?lat.“paymsnt wade uilder the provisions of this

---- ...1

.. .*!:
. . .. .

..

. . .:, . .>.-;.

. .

\
\
i

:!

1

,’

.,,

. .

. ..

$

Ther-e is, to date, no evidefice of leukemia nor of radiztion illness<

Further, whether or ilot the radiation has had any l-ife-shortening

effects is noc appzrznt. .It dots appear, hoi?ever, k’nat bone develop-

ment in young childrc~. who wzre zffected by tile fa].lout nay have bzen

retarded, and also that there is a possibility of a somewhat :reatcr

incidence of niscarrizges and stillbirths znong the c:,~osed women,

Neither sufficient tim~ has elapsed nor sufficient lulm~leclge acquired

to permit positive cone.lusiocs to be dra~in as to the long-rang> effect .

of the fallout on tkle Rongel.apese.
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Since tile submission of Ik. Carver’s letter, n~mlerous cases o? t?lyroid

clisease have appezrecl in the” e:<posed population and a fatzl czse of

leukemia occurred in 1972. Of the 54 Ron~elap inhabitants who were

present on Rongelap Atoll at the time of the test, 21 have developed

. thyroid tumors; three.~]ere r.zligncnt. .Age was a factor in the i.ircideilce -.......

of thyroid disease in tl>at 17 of thm 21 cases of thyroid tumors occurred

arnoag ‘the 1’3 individuals vho ~,;sreless than ten yesrs of age at th~ tice .- - :

of t’ne test. .An zdditioczl four cases of thyroid tumors developed a!:.oil~ :- :.*

18 llaagel~~ese of z1l zges ~,~hohapi~ened to be on the r,ei~hbol-ing Ailin~ir.ae ~

Atoll at the tim,s of the test =i~d ~,.iloreceived a smiler radiation dose.
.. Theie is no question thz~ radioactive iodin? in the fallout was respoasibl :

for the high iilcid~?nce of thyroid tuners in the Rongelap inhabitants. ‘..
..

\,. It is difficult to establ.i.s?~a causative relation> -hip bet~,;eenr~diation

,
,,,

,’

The nature. ?ncl a.nourrtof compensation providecl Lo Ll)e.people of 2’.ou.g?l2p

by the Congress undzr P.L. S8-495 17as based on ti~c j.nforc.?tion zvailablc “

at the time Congressional action was taken on tl~e bills- Tilat information .

as presented in Mr. Car-uerls letter included cnl.y the minor and indefinite

msdical effeccs observed up to that time. The tl]yroi.dtuners and lzukemia

described zbovc wzrz neither evident nor predicted at the ti.ue of

Con~ressional action. ‘he meclical dcvelopaents that have occurred since
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the statute wzs pzssed just<<y favorable considerz~ion of further
compensation to those particular ii~dividlials who have experienced

significant medical dama~e related to .theis radiation exposure.

In.vTcw of the above, thz AEC recomieilds the folloi.~ing: .. .: - ,.-

.1.

2;

3.

4,

1’

Tile heirs (paren~s).of the Ieuke:nj.apstient shou].d rece<ve additional .. ._

compensation. . .

I

Sincerely,
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>~;~;’A.F&;--../<.-__,.;”

ares L. Liver&n, Director

J)i ision of Biomedical ?.nd

Environmental Research
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