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The Honorable Tosiwo Hakoyamsa

President of {the Jenate A .
.Congress of Micronesin

Kolonian, Ponape

Tastern Coroline Islends 96941

and

The tlonorable Dethwel Henry

Speoker of the House of Representatives
Congress ol Micronesio
Kolonia, Ponape

Eastern Caroline Islands 96941

Gentlemen:

The purpose of this letter is to inform the moaabers of

the Congress of Micronesia regarding recent developments

on the work of the Special Joint Committee Concerning
Rongelap and Utirik Atolls,

- The attached document swnmarizes the background and

current status of legislation drafted to provide ndditionnl

compensation for the allfeclted Hershnllceae. What is
presented do en excerpt {rom U.S5. Ambassndor Shererfs
remarks eddraossed to the h3rd Session of the United
Het lona Trusteeship Council.

While we are sowmewhat concerned that it has taken
over once yenr for the leglslation to be drawn up,
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approved, and transmlited to 0B, we have cvery
conflidence that time wlll psrmit cuthorizetion hearings
to be held prior to the end of the Yhth U.S. Congress.
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In Auzust 1964 the United States Congress ppproprieted the sum of
$950,000 which, efter legol expenses, weos pald to the affected inhabitents
of Rongelep Atoll, Eech of the 02 exposed individuals or his heivs recsived
approximgtely $10,000 s & lump sum, The 157 people of Utirik, who had
received a lesser depgree of exposures, vere not compensated.

Since the 1964 payment, thyroid abnormalities have been appearing in the
exposed Rongelapese and 25 operations for thyrold removel heve taken plaée.
Leukemia also appearzd in & 19~year-0ld boy who had been exposed as & cne~year-old
infabt. This young wan died in 197h in the dationsl Concer Tnstitute,

Clinice) Center, Dethesda, Marylénd, while being treated for ecubte myelongenous

“jeukemia. Twenty-nine of the originel exposed Roagelap populetion of 8k have

w

developed thyvoid abnormalities.

Additionally, in the past tvo years six cozes of thyroid sbnorialities

hove sppeared in the Utirik exposed group.

~In"1972 the Congress of Micronesia created o Specisl Joint Committee Conceining

‘Rongelnp ond Ubivik Atoll. In May 1075 the Chaiiman of the Special Joint Committee
and one of the Committee menbers wet in Washingbon, D.C,, with United States
Senators end Congressmen nbout a request for agditional cempensetion Lo the

exposed wersons or their survivors. This included an “inconvenicnce payment'

of 1,000 cach to 157 people of Utirik or their survivours, paymwents to

ihe rmother nnd father of the Marshallese boy who died of acute leukemia in 197k

and poyment of $25,000 cach wper person per thyroid operation, past and future.

A proposed bill for additional compensabion was prepared by the -
Deprecbent of Lhe Interior and has been submilled to the Office of Munagerent
and Budpet for cleayance and transmittal to the United States Congress,

Preliminary conferences with Congressional wambern on the port of
Interior officials end Congress of Micronesia mewbers have indicated that

the eppropriete United States Congress Comuittees will give o sympethetic

heoaring to this proposal. ' :
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