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Stephen U. Greedeigh
Assistant General CoumeI

for Environment and Safety

MMMEWS ON DRAFT BILL qO PROVIDE FOR TEE RELIEF OF CERTAIIlRESIDENTS
OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISL#@lS”

We agree with the intent of the bill and have previously provided
cmmauts to the staff of the Howe Cownittea on Interior and
Xmulas Affa&rs on hguat 7, 1974, copy enclosed. We do, however,
hnxe ~ qec%fsc ~ts in r~gard to the premt bill.

we suggest that the ba%ill for Caapemet ion or relief be for
Ia$mies or kxmvenience related to radiation exposure but uot
for the exposure itself. In this connection we wc~ that the
ffrst parugraph of the bill be modified as follows:

&*...tQ cmapenaate peraone present OR ~’clap ktall, AiMngsme
Atoll, and Utirfk Atoll, Marahall 161ande, on February 28,
1954 (Universal Time), subjected to injury or inconvexfence
us L1result of a thermomlcleer detonation... .“

SeWion 2 imdtcatea that the eligible individuals would be “...to
permma restdezaton Rongelap Atoll and TJtirikAtoll, Marshull
E31mds on March 1, 19s4....“ We are certain that there is ao
intent to exclude Rongelap reaidenta who ‘wareac AiHngme, although
it would appaar that a strict interpretation rdght conceivabIy
exclu& them . Perhapa this ahonld be changed to read “...peraoaa
present at Kongelap Atoll, Allingmm Atoll ad Utirik Atoll,
Mar#hell Islande, on March 1, 19S4....” or remedied in seem
ether wmnar.

Sectton 2 appears to be the first section and it is not clear
why it is manbered 2.

Paragraph B of Section 2 does not eeem to be needed. Paragraph A
hcludea my indtvldwl who develops a radiation-related mallgmmcy,
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whicb we assume ie what was intended as the basis for paragraph E.
Aa written, paragraph B muld be very difficult to administer
since &t implies that there are causes of death, other than
malignancy, that mq be “radiation-related” but gives no guidance
as to how they might be idesxified.

(wipinalsigned M
3ames’L.Liverman

James L. ~Vi3~ll

Aasi8taritAdmbistretur
for &mlirQxm%utt and Safety

Enclosure :
Aa Stated

bcc : J. L. Liverman
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