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COMYENTS AND RECOMERDATIONS B THE MRRSHALL ISUANDS ADVISORY GROUP.
- - A0 1RO
The [forsfall 131ands Advisory Group provides the follawing comments
and recommendations en issyes discussed ot a meeting ga (cfober 34, -
1978 concerning the cleamup énd remmbilitation of fnewolak Atoll.

1. Planting of Coconui-Tvees cn Northern Islands of Enewstak

The fdvisory Groun_concurs with the 0F Jatler of Septamber 28

to Vice Admiral . R. jonvae from L. J. Dzal. -

A final .dacision.concerning the pearmissible degree of occupancy

of 4o northern isiznds com bu rade ¢aly aftor concission of the

presunt clecmp eiffort 2nd after acguistition of additional {fuformation

on appiicoble Hving krhits Tnd food chains amd the movement of

radfonuciider such as ~o5r, 1990, L350y and <5lim through thase fand |
chuins. Pendfnn this evaluation 1t wsuid b unforiunate 1 sliaps were

teben that would encourcnge the Enewetak pegple to bkaijowe that x
decision hod alvesdy been made, (e assume tnat it fs oot heen

stated or roliad €n U peopie that thay can exmect t enturtr i

the Eorthors isisnds &t the completien of ihe cleamyy oriove. ). This .
As partlouioniy conent da vicy of fhe unfortumets emoronc. a . Bikind, -
_ That experience susnests that cecoruts ovoun -p G2 soyaorn (sicads
might not be sufisble sor mran cotsump Ten and rald (- P Ladizhie .

far copia procuction. Yo plont cocemut ~roms gn Lo Loviusrn ¥siands

&t £hi time mi 1L, mrefore, . rire (cedk etvn fefure - <ivection,
which could have unforirtate *owowreigls. & ridvedy v mright
»equire vestirictiog their consuion, wilch the B Jpi aperdce - .
would fodicate fo be ingffestivo. Thayoiure, tha Mrwisory Goup '
Yecomengs that cncomets nod. be planted row and thae Jdec.sioss to
plent in the future be Cily,ed wntil dose assassments Awd evaiustimms -

~

In som¢ situations, Such.as those 1ith tie subsor{ace contamiration
at Doken end Enichi, it is not eppropriate to sopiy a geseric
. plan such as the cnoration plom.  Iosfezd, in sitoations as well |
" .defingd ag titese, ¢ i3 Iottor fo repiy on Judommis dyecivic o
those siteations. e would, fhovefore, recommend that the identified
pockets of comtnnation gn clon be yomoved and €iat the conizmimation
"o Enjodd be Jeft, unless furthor dafinition of fha subsuriace pockets fndicate
pociots excconging 150 plifgn.  Consideyatien shouid he given fo -
removal of the asphait endor the sotl-on Enjebi so that vegetation -
will grow. With regard to tha Nanen Crygt, the Adrisory Group
~would be pleased o revicw any plan propgsed by the ULE ar diG.
" Bosed on. the few data nude avaflabie to us end our observaticns -
~durfng our visit, we continug o beifeve it i3 ew-emglinesring T .
- problem that can be kandlad Ly Col. Uzuchspies. ERemoval of tha
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buried material and burial in the sea or in the Cactus Crater

seems to be logical. Where the OPLAN conditions are inadequate to
fully represent the situation, or where it is unclear how the
conditions are to be applied, the Advisory Group believes that
situation-specific judgments should be exercised by the DOE technical
staff at Enewetak in conjunction with the JTG.

Enjebi Experimental Garden Plot

During the course of several meetings the Group has had the
opportunity to refer to data that might be obtained from the
garden plot on Enjebi. During its visit to the atoll in August

the group briefly visited the plot. The Group has the impression
that the garden has considerable potential for providing information
on the relationships between radionuclides in soil and edible crops.
Such information is of paramount importance in making informed
recommendations about the future use of the northern islands of
Enewetak Atoll and the return of the Marshallese to these islands.

Based on our }imited information concerning the garden plot and
on our visit to it, we are particularly concerned that the garden
will not be able to provide the information needed in a timely
manner.

The group strongly recommends that the role of the garden piot

as a part of an overall integrated plan for making radiological
assessments be carefully evaluated. If the plot has a key role,

1t should be clearly defined and adequately supported to carry

out its mission. This should include consideration of an alternate
location in the event logistics problems are insurmountable

after the JTG effort is completed.

Plowing Experiment

A review of preliminary data from the plowing experiment suggests
that plowing decreased the potential for resuspension of plutonium
since the plutonium in the surface soils appeared to be nearly
uniformly mixed with all of the plowed soil. Thus, plowing
probably would reduce the amount of plutonium that could be
inhaled. However, while plowing might reduce the health risk

from inhaled plutonium, the possibility remains that p]owin%

could increase the availability of 90Sr, 13/Cs, 239Pu and 241Am

to plant roots. To comment further on plowing, the Advisory Group
requires comparative data on the levels of 90Sr and 137Cs, ¢39pu and
241pm in plowed and unplowed soil and on the uptake of these
radionuclides in plants grown in the plowed and unplowed soil.
Dose assessments for the two conditions could then be obtained

and used in determining the benefits of plowing with respect to
_rehabilitation of the Northern Islands.
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