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UNITED STATES
ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMEINT ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTOMN, D.C. 205495

To the Chiefs and All People in Utirik Atoll

Your letter to Mr. Roger Ray, dated July 1976, has beeun received
by this office. I wish to thank you for sending this letter

and bringing your views to my attention. I have carefully
considered your views, as presented in your lettexr, and appreciate

the opportunity to answer your thoughtful questions.

Even today, there are many facts about radiztion that arc not
known, despite the large number of scientists that have ctudied
this subject for more than 30 ycars. Even less wvas known about
radiation in 1954 at the time of the exposurc of the pecople on
Rongelap and Utirik. Based on all available koowledgce on
radiation at that time, and using their best judgment, the
American doctors estimated that the people of Utirilk wcore exposed
to only a small amount of radiation. Hence, there was general
agreement among the doctors and they told the Utirik peeple that
they would not, in the future, show any ill cffects ceaused by
radiation. Also, the relatively low levels of radiation at Utirik
soon diminiched sufficicently to permit the pecople to return to
their atoll before some of the other populations. Rongclap, on
the otiner hand, was wmorce heavily contaninatced vith radioactivity
so the people of this island had to live elsewhere fox about,

_.three years before they coyld return to, their homes.

- . . Ve L
B . PR PR . . -

Ied to the conclusion thial tihe Utdirik
people were exposed to considerably less radiation than the people

“of "Rongelap, one must cenclude that they arc cssentially correct.

Tnis conclusion is based in part on the dose cstimates {rom

‘wmeasurcerants on the islands  Yvon.more important- is-that the
© Utirik people showed only very minoxr, 4f any, symptoms of carly-
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“and treated as nceded: at °1ck calls xhencvcr ehi docLorq VJ"]L

disease from exposure, indicating that their cxzposurc must have
been considerably less than the peoplc of Rongelan Island. There
is one exception, however, and that relates to the radiaticn dose
to the children's thyroid which T shall address later in this
letter.

Following the return to the island, ir wvas decidad that continued
medical examinations of the exposed peeple of Uririk were to be
done. Such examinations were conducted at regular intervals to
assurc that they had not been harmed. IDxaminations werc dene

in 1957, 1959, 1963, 1966, 1969, 1972 and 1975. nuring the past
six years, thyroid examinations werc done and sicl calls were
held every year in addition Lo complete physical exawinations.
Also, for the past several years, Amcrican doctors have visited
Utirik every three months.

In addition to examining the people who have been exposed to
radiation, the doctors selccted a control group so that they could
compare the health of exposed and nori-exposed people. This centrol
group consists of unexposed people from Rongelap and is corsidered
quijte adequate for ccmparison with the exposcd ypeople of both
Rongelap and Utirik. The slight genctic difference between €
two populations was not considered a saufficient reason to sclect
a sepavate control group for Utirik.

One of your questions conacrned the fact that the children of the
exposced islanders (who were not thenselves expencd) have not

becn included in the regular examinaticns. Large groups ¢f children
of exposed parcntsrshave been studiced slsewhere. one of these
studies revealed any radiation-caused illness or defects. licnce,

it was expected that the health of this group.of childrin of
Utirik would not be affected. Of course, all children are cx

Utirik.

As T sald earlicr in this letter, maay facts about radiation :
were not known back in 1954 but the bost availalle hcdicul'judgmcnt

‘wa's-used in decisions-affccting-the peuple.of Utlvyik: "Studying -
‘tho same 1>1ohltm° now anci \JLh Lhe Loy ‘r-d;fc ue hove teday, it

fappeatsolhatl thes docters gl that -Cind word ot rietu o f L degres UL,
{ ol e posure of the thyroid duc to fallout. This waos espoaicily ’
- otrue of tho chlldren b causc LhPJL th,xo:d Js mu<h 5@@1]0&._ e -
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is not surprising that, with the information then available, thyroid
discasc was not expected in the Utirik people. Iven morec important

is that only very recently information became available from scveral
sources that the thyroid glaud, especially in children, is considerably
more semsitive to radiation than was anticipated in 1954. Taking

these factors togolher, ve believe now, many years later, that the
thyroid cancers in the Utirik people were probably caused by radiation. ..
At this time we are not able to predict whether more cases are to

be expected in the exposed members of the Utirik pepulation. It is,
thercfore, of the greatest importance that the repgular medical

examinations be continued in the future. By having regular medical
examinations, signs of thyroid disease can be detected early and

prompt treatment will avoid unnccessary suffering on the part of

the Utirik people.

~

For these reasons, I believe it is of great importance that the
leadcrs of the people of Utirik explain to their people the purpose
and the importance of the regular medical examinations.

Many people living in the Marshall Islands District suffer from
diabetes. During the visits, the doctors from ERDA have tried to
learn wore about this diseasc so that they could better treat

the people. Tot all doctors agree about the kinds of medicine to
be used for treatment. I feel confident that the treatment used
by Dr. Fnudsen, and as recommended by an expert in this disease,
will benefit the Utirik people that suffer from this disease.

With regard to your concern about the arrow-root plants, I have

no reason to believe that the veduced size of the plants is caused

by radiation. T sdy this because from what is known about racdiation
effects in plants, the levels of radiation on Utirilk are far too

low to cause plaunt damage.

Conducting- the medical examinations and treating -people of the .
islands whencver nccessanry, has been largely in.the hanas of Lr<'.Conhfd
and lnudsen, and during the past year, Dr. Kotrady. On many occaslons,
expert mchcvl advice was dinvited from Lho best doctors in the [ield,

‘many of vhom as you fenovy participated in the actual medical examinations.

At is my belief that Drs. :Conard, Knudsen and Kotrady arec very capable
and conscicntious. doctors vho are ‘deeply’ commLtted to’ Lhc health and

{“wclna‘< of the people, of ULlrlk.; Novcovox,.the repork by the QpLClal
CommiLtce’ on Longolnp and ULirlk, which vas formed by tiig Conflcsd"

;of Micronesia, vas. gener&l]y favorable with regard to the ehamlnALlan
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In viewy of this, T am greatly surprised to learn about the apparent
displeasure un the part of the people of Utirik as expressed in
vour letter and more recently about your request that Dr. Knudsen
Jeave youv island. A possible explanation for this difference in
tbe feelings fox Drs. Conard and Knudsen may be a misunderstanding
on the part of your pecople as to the role and reascns for these
dectors to ceme to the islands. I would like to repcat that it is
my {irwm conviction that the principal concern of Drs. Conard and
Knudsen is the welfare and well-being of all of the people tvhom
they visit. Some misunderstanding could result because of the
tween our languages. Again, I would appeal to your
leadershin and your teachers to impress upon those who had the
misfortune to be expnsed to radiation the importance of the medical
cxaminations. Only then can vou and T be assured that they will
continue to receive the best medical care and treatment that we

are able to provide.
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Together with this letter I am sending you a copy of "A Twenty-Year
Review of Medical Findings in a Marshallese Population Accidentally
Exposed to Tadioactive Fallout." This report contains the data
collected duving the period from 1954 to 1875 as well as more
detailed ivformavion of the findings in the past five years. The
findings in this repert ave of great importance in that they have
helped the scientist in their understanding of the effects of
radiation. Collecting the information in this report has only

I want you to know that this contributien by you and your people
has helpad the well-being of all pecople in the world.

‘

I vegret deeply that T cannot attend this meeting. Instead, I

have asked Dy, Willian Burr, my Deputy, to read this letter.
Please convey my very best wishes to the people of Utirik.

, . R v Sincerely, - -

"+ +v.Jawmes L. Liverman, Divectgry -
- Lo . . . Division of Biomecdical ard
CETees o e e e G U JDERviTonmantal. Researely s
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been pogsiblce through coutinued cooperation from you and your people



