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April 25, 1974

‘

Dr. James L. Liverman

Director )

Division of Biomedical & En ironmental Reseach
U.S. Atomic Energy Commigsion

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dx. Liverman:

Enclosed are copies of letter
with letterxs from Scnator Borja of ras:
ing amendments to the AEC draft agreement concer
bill.

I would like to sav Iirst that I am not convianced th
is the best way of handling the eiamin
cerncd with our surveys and most of ti
agree. We feel that there will be co
faction on the part of the poople n :
the actual payment proccdures may defeat the
would probably be better tc nay the uncxposed
list directly for their examinations at £

only include the exposed people in the g
benefits. Medical care of the unecupesad
basis as with other Marshallese through

&
Things have probably gone too far for this sugg
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With regard tc the proposed amcndments I will like to address my-
self to the problem of inclusion of bencfits to descendente o° empcsad
people as suggested by Senator Borja's commitciee I will not commant
on other amendments except to =ay that in #9 I cannot sce how accidents
can be related to residual radiation and I cannot understand the racion-
al of #12.

I am not in favor of inclusion of the exposad veople in the groud

receiving benefits for the following rcasons:

1. Examination of first gewneration children of radiation exposed

Japanese pecople have been generally negative cnd exzainaticn of childeen
of Rongelap exposcd people has not revealed any recognizable genecically

inherited abnormality.
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2. My understaunding is thon o vas originally cesighnea
- SE ol
list ol

ccapensatie the peonle on cur rejular t
travel rElmbuJGmCWL in turn for tncir assist
This would not include the children
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3. The number of children of Rougelap exposced people is already us to

150 or more. We do not have a listing of children of Utirik cunosed

people but based on the relative population sizc as comparced with Rongelan
this may be as many as 300 or more. This would glvc us a totel of &350
children of exposed at present - not a 'very small number' as Senacor Borja
states. Furthemmore, this number is s i

4. If  this number of children were t
it would increace the time and scope T a b
"control' children were added to the T scme nig & s
done in this case. Also, it should be remembered that the time of the
specialist-physicians on our survey is necessarvily limited.
S. One might argue that future generations are also susceptible : c
affects and should be included. This would result in thousands of additioral
children in a few years. .
6. 1 foresee trouble even with the establishment of our "hard core" control
population of 150 Rongelap peoplc. Allcady people arc wanting co be added
to that list to receive the beneiits. If the children of e:pescd are added
there will probably be further discontent since tche parents of unexposed
children would want the same benefits for their children.

I believe that we should state that if any cnildren of emposed darents
show any genetically inherited radiation-induced abnormality cthey will be

duly compensated.

Pernaps in order to be completcly unbiased in this decisi
get the opinions of several wcll-knowa anuman zencticists. I I can de of
any further help please let me know.

. Sincercly,
:
g
) /.//
Robert A. Conard, ¥M.D.
RAC:im
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