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In your lotier 4o 2o Manager, dated & Jume 1952, on the swbject
air drops in Operstion Castle, you implied that it was desirable for the
Joint Task Fores to retaia the espability for making air drops becauss
that espability might make the uwse of Bikini Atoll wnecsssary. I do mok
agree with this statemsnt completely end fear that it may make it moms-
what more difficult for us to edtain the use of Bikini if 4t should prove
ROCSBSATY .

In the past, tests at Emiwetok have been ecnsidered wndesirsble
ehisfly from a eost or logistic point of view. It has becoms increasingly
olear in recent years that an even more important limitation on that site
1s the available real estate. The fourtk test in Operstion Oreenhouse was
s major sffort. In Ivy an attampt to ecmbine a test of a large fission
devioce with a thermonuclesr device is proving mest diffimlt, If one
compares this situstion with that at Sevada during the Tumbler/Snapper
series where the addition of a possible minth shot, while wndesirable,
was no tremsndous additionsl 1ned, it becomss clesr that the lack of real
estate st Entwetok is seriocusly limiting the number of tests which can de
expected there in a given period, It is mot clear to ms that the limi-
tation of 30 kilotons far a tower shot at Nevads will prove to be an
acceptable limitation far all component tests,.

Although I am not yet ready to recommand thet Bikini be reactivated
to & sufficisnt extent to permit some tests to e done on that Atoll, I
believe the Ladarstory should take the position that it may 90 recommend
in the near future amxd strongly oppose any decision which might jeoperdise
that possibility, such for example as the return of matives to that Atoll.
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