[

FORM 2SR BOM 10.81

Ay Opcaticn Cut.h,mhpliodthatitmduirlble ta' i
Joint ruk Force to retain the espability for making air drops bedhuse e
that capability might make the uwse ef Bikini Atoll wonecessary, I 4o meb
agres with this stetement oompletely and fesr that it may make it some-
what more difficult for us te obtain the use ef Bikini if it should prove
nesessary,

In the past, tests at Eniwetok have been considered undesirable
ehiafly from a eoet or legistic point ef view, It has become incressingly
elear in recent years that an even mare impertant limitation en that site
is the available real estate. The feurth test in Operation Greenhouse was
& njer effart, In Ivy an attempt to combine a test of a large fission
devige with a thermonuclear deviee is proving most diffielt, If one
caapures this situation with that at Nevads during the Tumbler/Snapper
seriss where the addition of a possible ninth shot, while uwndesirable,
was no tremsadous additional load, it beoomss clear that the lack of real
estate at Eniwetok is seriocus’y limiting tbhe number of tests which can be
expected there in 2 given periocd, It is not clear to me that the limi-
tatien of 30 kilotons for a tower shot at Nevada will prove to be an
acceptable limitation for all component tests, -

‘Although I am not yet ready to recommend that Bikini be reactivated
to 2 sufficient extent to permit some tests to be done on that Atell, I
believe the Ladbarstory should taks the position that it may 80 recommend
in the near future and strongly eppose any decision which might jeopardise
that possibility, such for exsmple as the return of natives te that Atoll,
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