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The questionof the use of Taongi Atoll was checkedwith the (lffluo’

4$!/)+
of the General Counsel and the Mvision of Information%’vicbso

m. !’&?!
Parksof OGC was askedfcr his opinionof our lega~psiti~~’~~>~:~k<~”.. --..,’ “%-A... .%+“.**X..-

testingsitmin the P@fti •dw~$$~,...,,+-ti .s-.”-‘-..;,,...??*..>.,
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position pa~r points out thatArticle~ of the Trus~esMp ~g~em~t ~“j””;~~’“

J

joinsthe administeringauthority(U. S.) ‘to ensun that M? t~s~ $~,,~
f ‘+$f~$f ,. ‘.“.*+“:-.&.

territorysMll playits part In the maintenanceof ixiternationalpeti.l$$j
,..V5!

.. .-,

k: : and security- To this end the administering authority shall be en&’;
.,” ., .’. - :“-Ryi!
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(1) toestaklishnavalsmilitaryand air bases . . .~*et.fi@~~
‘-’-’%%

tory (2) to stationandemployanneal#6rcesin the terrlto&~’iti’~@;~~

\
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to make use of . . . facilitiesand assistancefromthe *ust4teri/~
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w..* ● C* AlsoArticle3 statesthat ~the administi&g authori~:*,, .s

,“;have fullpowersof “administratio&le@slatio&<&d &ris&cti6n,~l
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Statealsopointedout that not only theagreemdnt”~t●;....-,. .. *,:;~$$,;

~. ~g~ti-.
, ~thecircumstancesin whichit was concludedshow thatit wasthe WbQti

s ?:..-’. ., ,,.. “&
,,.,.””””of both.the U. S. and the Sefzuri&Corh% U& ; l&&’~oii{o~%~~
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territory could be used for nuclear testing purposes. In fact the first

nuclear test took place at Eikini in 1946 while

drafted. *hen there was some discussion at the

Council on cutting doxn the authority of the U.

the Agreement was being

meeting of the Security

S. as administering

authority Senator Austin, the U. S. representative said that if such

amendments were ~ adopted the U. S. would uithdralkitsoffer8nd

administerthe islandsoutsideof the trusteeshipsystem.

In otherweldsStatelspositionim the past has been thatthe U. S.

has G clear right under the TrusteeshipAgreement to use limited portion8

of the territory for testing. Furtherj the U. S. did not request the

approval or concurrence of the Trusteeship Council in specifically sething

aside 13ikiniand Eniwetok as closed areas for the purposeof conducting

nuclear tests. Instead the U. S. representative simply informedthe U. H.

that these two atolls were being so used,in accordancewith the provisions

of the TrusteeshipAgreement. ~s last informationwas checkedwith Xr.

DwightCranerof State (Withoutjof coursej kringing up the cuestion of

Taongi). It ~herefore appears that legally the cuestion of establishing

Taongi as an addit~onal testing site in the trust territories would be.<+” iv.~<“ .,.

handled in the same way. This opinion

In view of these facts, Mr. Parks

referral to State} we can say that our

has not been checkedwith State. . ..

feels that$pendingan actual “+ “.

legalpositionon the use of ~ongi,.

is satisfactory.

firmation of this

DuncanClark

>
However, beforeproceedingfurtherwe shouldget con-’“,,;~:

legalopinionfrom State. >..-..,,....

and Rx!8outhwickfelt certainthat the llussians.would~k~.

the most they could of our takingover an additionalatollfor testpm-.
.. .?’..--,,;......

.l!!!i7
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poses. The question was raisedas to whetherTaon@ lS US@~fo~””ga~e .

copraor for fishingas loss of theseuses would thenbe important.W ~
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Branchknows of no copra
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concer~ed over any in?rease in size of the danger area that might result

dxing operations and also the possitle increased interference with in-

ternational air rodtes due to moving operations futher north and east,

Our feeling is that the danger area might be relocated to the east but

would not be increased in overall size.

It might be possikle to include in the

return the Rongelapese a statement that the

yield tests from Pikini to Taongi to ketter

announcement of plans to

Am would move further high

safeguard the Rongelapese frcm

any additional fallout exposures and to make possible fewer shot delays.”‘~’

due to wind conditions which have prolonged the length of test series in

the past. Howeverj Clark and Sout}:<sk felt that such an announcement

would In effect annolunce plans for another Pacific test.

2X Trust Territory Administration is under the 12epartmentof Interior

(Office of Territories) but Interior is reouieed to consult with State on

all m?+iers connected with the Trust Territories which may affect our in-

ternational relations. In addition, the closing of an area of the terri-

tory fcr strategic purposes or security reasons (such as nuclear tests) is

reserved for Presidential action. Consequently> in proceeding to have ... .,.”.

‘Pongi Atoll set &side as a test site we should get State and Interior

concurrence prior to requesting the President to take appropriate action.

As a matter of interest we have learned from t!B&LLZ that C.. “;

ties arranged with Scripps Oceanographic Institute to make an OceanograPMc

.:
survey of the Taon@ lagoon and adjacent waters. Apparently~ their interest”’”

here stems from the possible use of Taongias a sitefor theirdepthchar-
;y;......’,.,,.,.
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