
_.— ——-—.

/“
- UNITED STATES ,?

ATOMIC ENERGY COJMMISS1ON

+vASHINGTON. D.C. 20545

w’

\
),

. . . Memorandum for the Record

CLEANUP CRITERIA FOR ENIWETOK

m
. . . . . -, .-, ‘.

This subject has been discussed at considerable length at the working
level and also between General Caromand Dr..Biles. Dr. Leachman of
DNA.prepared certain proposals which were forwarded by the Director,
DNA and which have received extensive retiew within DXA, DOS, and
DBER. The general thesis a’dvancedby DNA has been to use earlier
precedents such as Bikini, Palomares, and Thule. This approach has . ‘
not been determined to be entirely acceptable within the AEC Headquarters
Staff because these precedents may not be fully applicable. The alternative
suggested to DNA has been that for their preliminary p“lanningpurposes,
they should use a range of criteria as the basis for preparation of the
Environmental Impact Statement and for estimation of iunding requirements
for the cleanup operation.

In re~er~nce ~. the specific proposals advanced by Dr. Leachman the

general consensus within the AEC has been that while they may be in the
ball park, there does not appear to be any basis for more relaxed standards
and, in fact, standards may need to be more severe. T%US, the range of
values aliuded to above appears most appropriate until we can refine our
position after completion of the evaluation of the results of the currently
on-going radiological survey.

There has also been, within the AEC, some difference in opinion as to the
appropriate administrative method to be used to establish cleanup criterta.
One school of thought advanced primarily by DBER personnel has been that
a group convened by, but external to, the AEC should be retained as
consultants to the Commission to review the radiological situation based
on evaluated suney data and from this make recommendations concerning
rehabitation of the atoll. Based OE these recommendations, DOS would
then establish the criteria for cleanup. However, at a meeting between
General Caromand Dr. Biles on January 16, 1973, it became apparent that
Dr. Biles strongly confirmed the position stated in his memorandum to
General Caromdared September 15, 1972 that DOS would provide the radiological
cle~nup criteria and guidelines and would solicit appropriate outside
assistance only as nzcessary. It was agreed that normal staffing with
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egkg?gggw~s~ such as EPA, and the reports of &e survey, including
#ME @f g!?!?%diologlcal Assessment Review Grsup, w’evldbe sufficient
~e ~~~egg @ &xmaiision judgment on r&abigat.ea, TMs position was
c@Bgugggd *R and accepted by General Caromaad &g as .aowpresumed that this
pes~~$~~ ~~es as the basis for our cont$nued effwt -in this area.
e=gf~~ g- requested that he be advised by Dr. Ililesregarding the format
wMM ghese cZeanUp criteria and guidelines might be expected to tak. He
@lB@ ~~gwsged that he be advised as to the pgeeedural.steps and milestones
eggal?l~sh~ under these criteria and guidel&es. Dg, 3iles stated that
,lu?itgg3d.~evMe this Mfo-tion in about.ene awmh, 3,.s.,” about mid .

.. r~bi=t?aryB73P . .... ... . . . ,.
a

M, M3e6 went orIto point out several aspects of the problem which he
‘believedtn-very significant. These are: (1) HewouM not want to juinp
to Bmy gomclusions without adequate knowledge; (2) There must be full
c@flWexation given to the interrelationship and reinforcement between
M@l@g&a3 factors and external dose; (3) Plutcm$- resuspension maY
well be a very significant biological factor, therefore, he-was quite
e~~cerneglwith the fairly unsophisticated approach taken by DNA in
theig 3niQal proposal that cleanup might be accomplished simply by
tv~ing of the soil. The reason for this, of course, is that the
contamination present already has a considerable profile in depth,
EheFefQge, plowing the soil might well be ineffective. More than that,
~$gwing would probably destroy the very thin sgil which exists on
“?agl~~~ Ato&, such as Eniwetok.

In SV!gE!arY.with respect to development of ehe erzteria, Dr. Biles
af~$~ed that DOS would be responsible for the formulation and staffing
ef ~be e%mmp cr~teria and guidelines and thae these should be -il~ble
dwiE fwe months after the completion of the Badielogieal Assess=nt
lWOgW GrnYIpeffort. The criteria would have the general format of a
fd$ and complete study for each island in Ehe Atoll and consider the
+ee$f3c situation there. Certain assumptions would be made with regard
te Me Egyze of the native population, biological uptake, housing, and
the Eke, 3R C@=r @ =mi-?e at judgments as WI Ehe utilization of specific
&reas er conversely protective measures which would have to be taken.
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