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In Acting Chairman Floberg's August 29, 1359 letter to Secretary
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McElroy and in your October éé, 1955 letter to me the AEC and DoD established
agreement that the Eniwetok Proving Ground (EPG) activity could be reduced
in scope to a 12-month readiness status. That, of course, has since been
accomplished.

Because the likelihood of resuming surface nuclear testing at
EPG in the future is so small, Chief, DASA, Commander, JTF-7, and the
Director of Military Application, AEC, last month appointed a Joint Study
Group to reappraise requirements for EPG, and readiness status and functions
of JTF-7. The report of that Joint Study Group, short title RETO, prepared

on March 231, 1960, concluded, in part, that the EPG should be placed in a

caretaker status. I concur in that conclusion and would like to implement

it as soon as practicable in order to further reduce AEC costs at EPG.
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¥ facilities and the equipment out there before the AEC puts the Proving

Ground in caretaker status. Otherwise, when the equipment and supplies now
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the EPG for possible DoD use. Additionelly if the DoD has no requirement
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Nl SR Pl L X e A T Ty st SRR o A
S . ‘;.%!.‘ 0 . *




a

for the EPG, your concurrence is requested in remov1ngAspecif1ed degree e
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of readiness for test resumption there) go that the Commission can Adispose 3

of the equipment now stored in EPG and place the plant facilities in

caretaker statusMr"‘)
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