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Atoxic Energy Cosmisgien and the Depsrtaent of Dafense, agresmest vas - <
resched that a readiness state for muclear test yemmmption at the S
Rniwetok Proving Oround need no lengar be maintained becsuse of the low ©

pobability that stacepherie testing will ocour in the future.

The Atomis Energy Commission and the Department of Defense have alsc :\
agresd that the Exiwetok Proving Gyound need no longer be retained by

the Commission ss & melenr wespon test facility. Bowever, the A
Department of Defense bas indicated & contimuing reguirement for the
Eniwetok Proving Ground es ea eddition to the Pesifie Missile Rangs.
We intend, tharefore, t0 procesd with negotiation of & witten agree-
nent to transfer the eustody of the Bniwetok Proving Ground fryom the
Commission to the Department of Defenss. Ve would intend to include in
this sgreement recognition in yprinetiple that the Atomic Energy Commi
oould use the Eniwetok Proving Ground for any aotivity which it might
later need to condues there, if ssommplished vithous cost to the
Department of Defense, and without interfersnoe vith essential activitie
of the Departuent of Defense there.
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information. I sm aleo informing the Secretary of State today of

-t
34 £ §)\ ) this planned trausfer of the Eniwetok Proving Ground. "
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