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MEMORAMDUM FOR CHAIRMAN McCOME

THROUCH THE GENKRAL MANAGER

SURJECT: PUBLIC RELEASE O THE TRANSFER OF KMIWEICK TO THE DOD

— T

1. Attached is a copy of a memo from Mx. Ohlks to you on this
subject. The primary argument appears to cemter around the woriling
of the last paragraph of the release which, as developed by a working
group of the OCB on Friday, reads as follews:

"The Proving Ground, which has been em standdy during most of
FY 1960 will (*may' or fcould® suggasted by DodD) be avail-
able, {f nseded, for any ARC sctivities.”

2. I undarstand that, in the workiag group, the AKC representa-
tive argued for the word "will" because you had writtem the word in

on the draft of the relesse you teok te the 6CB mesting.
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3. I recomnmend you agres to the wordiag ss quoted just belowv.

1 have checked this out with Murray Suyder's effice and know thes DoD
will agrea with this.
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"gEniwetok Proving Groumd and {ts fseilities will Decome part
of the Pacific Missile Range om July 1, 1960. The Proving
Groumd ot that date will be tramsferved fwyam the Atomic Energy
Commission to the Department of Defemss.
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"issile tracking facilities {a ths sres will grestly increase
the Rsage's adility to svaluats missile flights made from
launching sites on the West Coast of the United States.

*The Proving Ground, which has desn e stemdby during most of

o FY 1960, could be svailable for smy AIC sctivities Lf meadad. combm

" 4. It is true that what we are talking adout here is s press | INDEXED

N

7

release and mot an official agresmemt. Nowever, sertaia isdivi FILED <
in the DoD fear AXC insistemce en the word "will® signifies that Y. 2%

will insist om the right of retura to KIG mo mstter the dislocatiom to
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Chatirman McCone e 2 Juns 15, 1960

S. I have no doubt that, if we have a real meed to go back, we
cen certainly mska an sgreement te so do. It s
to have the DoD take over the Proving Groumd. It will free
costs ve are paying there. It will provide for a bemeficial use of
the ares. It mey also lead to a betterlomg-term wphesp. I believe
ve should contimue to hold to the positiom cutlimed in your letter to
Mr. Gates of 3 June of vhich ths attached Ls a capy (Tad B). I balieve
the wording on the release wvhich I have proposed im peragrah 3 reflects
this. I recoomend again, therefore, your sppreval of it.

&
¢

Alfred D. Starbird
Irigadier Cenaral, USA
Pirector of Military Application
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