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Those listed below April 14, 1954 iE?

Rodney L., Soutisiick, Acting Chief
Public'Informstion Servies ..

DRAFT REILEASE ON MILITARY VICTIMS CF FALL-UUT
SYMBG Lt ISPi:RLS

Attached for your review and ccmment needed by close of business
Wednesday, il 16, 1954 is a copy of a draft announcement by the
Department of Defense on hospitalisation at Walter Reed of X0
meubers ol &he weather groups.

You may recall that ARC's original statement mentioned 28 wveather
personnsl,

The Aruy Surgson General's office recoxmends issuanse te prevent
speculative gtories on the "hospitalisatisn” of the mem who probably
will arrive Am the U, 8, en Thursday or Friday, Leakage of the
story vithout an official statement ' having been issued might result
in erroneous reports of the men being in such serious condition that
they were flowm to a U, S, hogpital, This, in turn, might result ia
exaggerated 'gpeculation on the ocondition of the natives and add
additionsl somcern over the Jap {ighermen.
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DOD Propossd Press Relsase

Thirty enlisted men of ths Army, Ravy and Air Force who wers
exposed to moderate amounts of radiation during the E-domb experinents
at Enivetok, March 1, are being returnsd to the Walter Reed Arwy
Hospital, Washington, D. C., for thorough medicel exsminmatioms, the
Department of Defense said today.

The group is expected to arrive in Washington by air Saturday,
April 17. Of the thirty, 2k are members of the Air Force, 3 of the
Army, and 3 of the Navy.

Although none of the men has experienced any symptoms of radiation
11lness, all bave been under closs observation following exposure during
the experiwments last month.

The action to hospitalize the men for complete cbservatiom and
examination vas taken after a recommendation had been made to the
SurgeonsGeneral of the Army, Kavy and Air Force dy the Joint Task
Force Commander, Maj. Gen. Percy W. Clarkson.

According to Maj. Gen. Silas B. Bays, Acting Surgeon Gensrsl of
the frmy, every known test will be made at Walter Reed to rule ouwt
the possibility of both immediate and long-range radiation damage

before the men are returned to full military duty. These tests are

expected to take about one month.
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