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STATUS REPORT ON ENTWETOK
Siw

Three U. S. Govermszent agenclos in ar have been engaged in
considering the future disposition of Eniwetok Atoll. These ars DOD
(ASD/ISA md IfA), Department of the Interior, and AEC. The interests
of each are understood to be as follows: ,

1. INA and AL have been planning the conduct of a series of high
gxglos‘iva Pacific Area Cratering Experirents (PACE) on Rmnit
sland, '

" 2. Avbassador Franklin Maydn Williams (Department of the Interior)

in April 1972 smownced an intention of the U. S. Government to
return the Atoll to the Trust Territory (of the Pacific Islands)
by the end of 1373. , : o

3. AEC will provide radiological cleanup siupport.

4, »AS0D/ISA anticipates DOD will conduct cleanup and plans an
intcragency seeting August 21, 1972, to disass details.
(See attached ASD/ISA merorandi.) )

Several desvelopments are taking place at the staff level to join the

efforts of the respective asgencies. Interagency staff meetings have

been held betwesn AEC (Division of Operational Safety) end IX{A wherein

tochnical data on contamination has been discussed and reviewed. A

134 sponscred, jointly mannsd health physics surveillance teaa is

scheduled to visit Eniwetok for a week beginning July 26 to investigaze

he feasibility for resuming work on the PACE experiments, An additicral
t21 to dsvelop data relating to cost and time estirates is plmmed by

INA for a weck's stay begirming Avpust 9; however, this does not apvear

to ba particularly well conceived and probably will pot provide the

Jesired information. ‘
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It is wnderstood that Chairmsn Schlesinger wrote a lstter to

Dr. Kissinger on June 15 swmsrizing details up to that date. 1
wnderstand that this lettsr resulted in a yequest to Interior to
"slow down” its talk about the immediate retum of the Marshalless
to the Atoll. Within AEC, Mr. John Ryan of the General Manager's

© office is overseeing staff efforts st the moment with the principal

vork being performed by the Division of Cperational Safety.

C.ronology ‘ -

A has found 1t necessayy to roview its .PACE planning as a resul
of a guarantine which was imposed on Runit Island on May 24, 1972,

 The present quarantine resultsd from a survey which confirmed the

existencs of a significant level of radioactive contamination on the
{51amd. Tuis PACE surveillance team, now scheduled to depart for
ranit July 26, will provide the information by which DNA will decids
wacther to:

1. proceed with plans to use kumit Island,

2. abandon the island for anocther site, or

3. condict the experizent on Runit using additicnal precautions.

Inis surveillance teax will be »oa:priscd of eight wonbers: Alr Force
Weapons Laboratory -- 2, DNA -- 3, AEC -- 2, and EPA(RERL) -~ 1. '

Prelicdnary cost and time estimates will also be devel uder the
aegis of itA, AEC has offered its data and other cal assistance

in developing these estimates, There is & difference of views between
1. Rogar Ray (NV) and iir. Earl Eagles (INA} over staffing, scheduling,
and logistic support of the cost and tize estizate study, Hr. Rsy believes
tre ACC boat will provide lnadequate transportation, that the surwey
saould coxsrnce on August 2 vice August 9, and that Holmes § Narver - -
enzinsers should be included. I conaur with Mr, Ray. I would also like
10 rote that iNA has, to my hnowladige, made no attexpt to defire optims,
asswetions, or criteria to dotarxine costs and times. ¥r. Ryan has
asked Ur, Biles to call Mr. Eagles to see what can be doms to accoxmpdate

1. Kay's wishes, bota &5 to scope and tiwing of the study, The subject

of lo;istic support rorains open.
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Poteatial Prcblers

.:’Lssmi.ngthntt}wnapmtofthe Interior chooses to reaffim the
April 1972 statewsnt of Asbassador Williams (about return of the
Atoll by the end of 1973), a conflict in scheduling betwoen Interior
ond ICD could well develop. A protracted PACE program would -
undouwtedly intsrfors with Interior's schedulo for return of the
Ato0ll, Even a limited PACE program will probably have socoe effect
cn Intesrior's schedule. No tizme gppears to be left for cleamo.
We vay 3150 be hard presssd to cdbtain data to support well considored
cecisions regarcing release of L’w Atoll,
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