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Becembef 31, 1958

P. A. Sullivan, Eavironmental
Sciencas Branch, DEM

RADIOACTIVITY (BETA) IN FISH
TISSUES AT RONGELAP ATOULL

Dr. S8eymour furnished the following data by telephons this morning:

“Average gross beta values for Rongelap fish in terms of micro curies
per kilogram of wet tissus are as follows:

1. March 1958, Kabelle lsland reef fish ~ mmecle .026, whele fish
approximately .10,

2. March 1958, Romgelap Island reef fish - muscle .006, whole fish
approximstely .010.

3. August 1958, Rongelap Island reef fish - sverage maximm value for
muscle is .005.

4. Current average values are as lov or lower than values frowm any of
the previous collections.

Isotopic compesition of samples: _ N

1. The estimated amount of K-40 iv mmscle is approximately .003 micro
curies per kilogram.

2, Iinc 65 is the principal gsmma emitter in figh muscle. Maximun value
froa August 1958 collection is 0.2 micre curies per kilogram.

3. Traces of Cobalt-60 are also presemt.

4. Oniy other isotope expected in weasurable smounts in ﬂlh muscle
would be iron S5.

S. Stroatium-90 has not been found in fish muescle in either the 1956
or 1957 collection. "
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