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OPERATIONALRESFONSIBIK=

Thereis a’problemI wouldlike to discusswith you on a subject
we have Wed aboutbefore. Our Divisionhas the responsibility
to supportresearchfor 3ts own end. It also ha<~ responsibility
to meet obliga@ons of a more operationalnature. AS Dr. Shilling
once remarked,We have to pay the rent.n Perhapsit is evenmore
than that - ow responsibilitiesti Q~ area = e-~ v~id
to thosein another.

During the past ye= therehave been threeoccasions that cometo
mind wherewe have not fullymet the operational.responsibilities,
and thus laidour Divisionopen to critf-cim. A resurvey of
RongelapIslandshouldha= beenEU@ Prior ~ * ret= Qf *
Rongelapese.I stronglyrecommendedthis to the13nvlronmentsJ-
SciencesBranch$but for what 1 a suremust havebeen goodreasons ‘
it was not felt possibleto do so. AS a poor second~~r~tive~
I requestedDMA to ask theRad-Safepeopleof Holmesand Namer to
make externalgammameasurements.They did a very nice job,but
of coursethesemeasurementsrepresentedonly a smallpart of the
datawe shouldhave obtained.

After the returnof the Rongelapesewe were surprisedto le=n that
aboutten or so of them had takenup permanentresidenceon Aneaetok
Isiandto the north, Since+hisZslandWas initiallymoreheavily
contaminatedthanItongelap,it was essentialthatwe obtaindata there
comparableto thosefran Rongelap. TheTlepartientof Statelearned
of this situationand stronglyrecommendedthat sucha surveybe made
withoutdelay. After discussionwith the 3nvi2-onmenta2Sciences
Branchyou decidedthat it was not possibleto mak~ thissurvey,so
thatonce agti I had to turnto anotherDivision(DMA)and have
measurementsof externalgamnataken on AneaetokIsland. We Sm
do not have the essentialdataon foodstuffsfromAneaetokIslaxid,
and1 trulyhope that the surveythatis about to starton Rmgelap
Atollwill.includethis. f
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As you recall,the only restrictionthatwe placedupon the return
of the Rongelapesewas that theyshouldnot eat landcrabs,since
thelast SUrVeyshowedan umsually high amountof Strontium-90 in
their soft tissues. Althoughwe are sure the Rongelapesecanlive
comfortablywithouteatingland crabs,it neverthe?.essbecamea
problemfor otMr than strictllyhealthreasons. Therefore,when
theZast surveywas made (July1957) m made a sting pointof
collectingland crabsand reportingtheirvaluesat the very earlAest
possiblemoment. By the middleof Octoberwe had not receivedsuch
dataand againrequestedit. We SW had not receivedthe data
by the earlypart of February19!58 whenDr. Conardreopenedthis
question,sincehe was returning for W annualvisitwith the Ron-
gelapese. Upon furtherrequestthe datawere transmittedto us,
basedon only two land crabscollectedon Rongelap(andincidentally
the two numbersof concentrationin themuscleclifferingby a factor
of ~). I - apprec~te the ra~r e*me ~~~ps ~ _
suchcone ctions,but be thatas it may, it still.leavesus with
inadequatedata to do OUI’ job.

I wouldbe happyto sit downwith you or anyoneelseat any timeto
see if we can c60rdinataour effortsand responsibilities

cc: Dr. Dun??
Dr. shilling
Dr. Western

more fully.

. .

5002114


