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Cmdr, P, F, Bm“’ UsN, Ostodber 1, 1957
Chief, Oontinental Test Section, Test Bramch
Division of Military Application

Gordon M, Durning, Chief, Radiation Kffeots of Weapons Br,, IMA

SURVEY OF ENIAETOK ISLAND
DBM:REWB

This i3 in reference to our telephons convarsation of Fridsy,
September 27, 1957.

Recently, it has come t0 my attentiom that sbout 10 of the people
rehabilitated to Rongelap Atoll have established permanent living
Quarters on the Island Enisstok. It was our understanding when
developing the radiological and biologisal data, resulting in the
recomaendation by the Atomis Energy Cammission that the Rengelapese
eould be returned to their home island, that the permanent abode
for all would be on Rongelap Island,

" From past data it could be inferred that Entastok Island has a

greater contaminagtion than Rongelap Island but good data are lasking

. 2or Enisstok.
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It is imperative that we cbtain the pertinent data on eontaminatien
of Enisstok Island at the earlisst possidble date. We need to essure
carselves snd also t0 be in a defensidble position if the question
should arise in the United Nationsar elsewhers. The collection of
such information i3 a responsibility of cur Divisicn, However, those
in eharge of this prograx do not feel that a survey can be mads before
Deceaber 1957. The only other solution that I ean think of is to
reQuest the Division of Military Applisation that they ask the
Enivetok Office 10 make a gumma dose rate survey similar to the one
nade on Rongelsp Island in June 1957, just prior to the return of
ths Rongelapese. I recognise this is not an adequate survey, but

4¢ w11l give us some information.

Aammm,umfwodﬁthndnﬂar situation in June when

- mtil
we wers surprised to learn that a resurvey was net planned
turn onge Island. At that tims, we asksd the
Netsten of bt e roqmatthomiwotokﬂﬁfiooto
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perfcra & gama dose rate survey ou thet Islmnd before the return

of the pecple. Ve were very spprecistive of this oooperation end

of the resseuring infermatism it previded. 2 bope it will be possible
to repeat this effert on Buisstok Island. _

cct Dr, Danbam
Dr. Shilling
br. Western
Environmental Sciences Bramch
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