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CON. A4ENTS ON KLSTE’S THE BIKINIANS

PaRe 147

Footnote continued froa 146: Date should be 1958. Gperatiom Hardtae& -
.

using both BiMni md IZmwetak was conducted in Spriag Summer 1958.

%~e 175

Seconc sentence: i957 shouid be 1958 (same reason)

“ Page 175

Accuracy of state rr, ent in third sentence should be checked ●gainst

State Depa*:ment refe reace (which we do aot have).
.

Iaterior may wish t~ cb{lenge the Statem.eat in tie firet ful! paragraph

that plans for resett Uag the Eaeuetak people “. . . ● re now being

formulated but only titer receat tegsl proceedings became ●mbarrasshig

for the United States Air Force. . ., etc. “

I belleve the record will show that the decision to release Eaewetak from

Defmse Departm,eat control, and thus make it ●vaihbie for rehabilitation

was ttien independent of and la fact prior to the hitiatioa of the PACE

!itigatioa.
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Pfare 1 Outrqger sading canoe with Bikini Island m background. 1946.
P/Ioro ;? Curi ,%fydam. Time-Life, Inc.)

Plate 2. Outrigger sailing canoe similar to those used by the Bikinians prior
to their reiocatton. The outri~er in fore~ound is being loaded wrth copra
bags. The canoes are those of the Enewetok peopie on Ujelang Atoi]. )
~Photo by author. )
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:6 Chapter Two

of recreation. .Men sometimes sailed simply for sport. and fishing
expeditions were seldom devoted entlreiy to work. Men took
pleasure in their fishing ventures. often stopping at smail islands
co refresh themselves with coconut and to explore for driftwood
and other objects cast up bv the sea.

.Men devoted a considerable amount of time and energy co
construccinq and mainra]nlne the!r canoes. Thev fashioned hulls
irom hand-shaped planks which were lashed rogether with sennit.
.~alntenance was a never-ending :ask as canoes trequendv required

:zuiklnc. renewai of senn]t lashings. and replacement of broken or
Je[crlorared planks. .~en took great pride in rhetr canoes: a craft
:~a: v,.as sw]fc and easdv maneu\’erable was especially prized (Kiste
ICj-~.~I_).8Z’,

.%11econonl]c acrIvIrJ was suspended on Sundays. The most
routln]zed aspects OF Bik;nlan llfe were rhe consequences of mis-
sion ei~ort. B~ 1946. the lsianders’ version of [he f~ndamenca]-
lstic Prorestant]sm der)ved from ?Jetv England had become firmly
established as an lnrecral part ot_ their culture. Spoehr’s ~descrip-
rlon oi the m]xture out_traditional and Chr]srlan beliefs and the
orsan]zat]on oi_ rhe church at ,\laluro IS fairly representative of the
cn;lre ?vlarsnalis I I 949:221-5] 1. - The pastor of the church was a
Biklnl man \vho had been craIned by the m]ssionarles. The com-

munitv celebrated a]] protestant hoiidavs. The sabbath wa5 ob-
j~med wlch both morn]nc and afternoon services and a strict pro-
fi]b]r]on on work and rnosr recrearlon. Two afternoon serwices
marked the weekl~ caientiar. and eiders of the church met on

the ilrsr o; each month cc conduct church business and to plan
senvces for the comln~ month.

Initial Relocation
*

The detonation of atomic bombs over Hiroshima and Naga.
saki in ]945 had ended the war in the Pacif]c and ushered the
world into the ,4tomjc .4ee. The nature and effects of the de-.
struct]~e force that had outmoded eariier concepts of warfare
were. however. ]j[t]e known or understood. and the future ro]e

a~ nuclear weapons ]n rhr arscna) ot’ C!ICUn]~ed Stares \vas un -
jcterm:ncd. In the ueeks joliolvlng the war. .Amer]can militarv
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and political leaders becan piann]ng nuclear experiments to gather
t ml]i[arvand sc]ent]i]c [nowiedge. Attent]on soon focused on the

question of the effects oi nuciear weapons emploved against naval
vessels {,Hines ]962.21 .4 pa]r of tests g]ven the code name of
~>pera~jon crossroads \vas piinned. and i; !Novemtser of 1945 a

search for an approorlate s’lte began. > it had to be located in an
area controlled bv tire LrtIrcd States and was to be uninhabited
or have a small p“o~uiatlon ivnich could be easilv relocated. The

site had to be in a c~}rnat]c zane free from storms and cold tem-
peratures. and have a ;arce anti sheltered anchorage for a fleet of

:areet vesseis. The :Jrlc,.’r zt :aa]oac::~e z3ncamlnatlon reQulrea
~ site distant t-rem .nt~v:i~ ;Qcvlareti .iie2S ana at ~east 300 relies
!rom all sea and a!? :O::ej, ~n iace januarv. 1946. na~’y officiais
in U’asninqton. D.C. .nnounced :nar Bikini ,AroiI fulfilled all CII.

mainstream ot events of tie :’wer,ttetn cenrurv. Further. rhe
Chrisr]anlt\ uhicn :ie !Sjdntiers had accepted from Americans
was e,mploved to ccn\.ince :nern of the necesslrx. of their reloca-
tion.

The Bikinlans’ :nlr]~ reiocat]on was accompi:sheci sw]ft])
dnd wv[h little p]ann)n~. The mliirar~ governor of the Marsha]ls
obtained tile consent oi :he ~;kln]ans” paramount chief to move
+1s subjects. On Surtcia\ . Fsbruar\ !0. 1946 the governor. mem -
hers ot_ h]s sraif. anti :fit paramount cniet_ arr]ved at Bik]ni bv
sea~lanc. After ::~e n~ornlnc church senvces had been concluded.
:ne Bik]nlans w’ere ajdressej by the governor. According to his.
own account. he drew upon rhe Bible and:

. compared tfie i3;kIn:ans to the children of lsrael wham the Lord

saved from their cnem~ anti led unto the Promised Land. He toid

them O( the bomb that men ‘n America had made and the destruc-
tion it had wrougirt upon tire enemy Richard 1957:510).

.
> After Operation Crossroads in 1946. Bikini was nor utilized as a nuciear
test s]ce for eight years. ]n ]954. further tests were conducted at the atoil,
and the last occurreci In 1958 Hines 1962:157-195: 270-292’:.



:Ie i:r::er ex~ia]ned :+a[ Sc]efi[ls[s were :~~crl~e:::~~ WT[~

‘.ucicar cev; ces ‘“, .{or tne zooci or mank]no ana :C enci ail

woricj wars- and CO]cj how tie navv had searchea :he worid for

: [es: :Ire and haci determined tha~ Bik]n] \vas the best : ibid.;.
The Bi~inlans de]lbera[ed. and accoruine [O the covernor”s

descrlu:lon of events. chief Juda reported th;lr dec:si;n:

]i ~he Unlred Siates government and the sclent)sts oi the worid want
to use our ]siand anti- atoll (or furthering de~elopmenr, which with
COO’S blessing will result in kindness and benerit tO aii mankind. my

;coplc w}ii be pieaseo to go eisewherc .Mason 1954:25 j

I !I(IIC2[C?S” “~~ fne ejeven~am]iy heads J~J;) n:ne nan-jea RonQ~
?T:K .~::.. ij rfi~l: ::; :[ ;.-, OICe for the r~s~:::c.rnen[”” ~,feaae 19.$6’,’,.
T},ere t{ere scverai rdc. e. .---s \vmch appeared :0 Cclerm]ne the Biki -
~:dns” ><i<c[]on O; Ronzer:k. First. rhe lsianders ivcre ;amliiar
\vlrh :he atoll since IC !> on!v e:chteen relies {rorn Rongeiab whose

pcopie rne Bikinlans had long b~en in conracr see .Map 11. Sec-
ond. Ron~er]k was un]nhabit~d. and resettlement there offered

r rhe From;se rhat the Bikln:ans couid conrinue their l]ves ~ree from
zhe lnterierence of outslaers. Lastly. there IS some ev~aence which
Indicares char rhe Bikin]ans were never con~’lnced that their reloca -
:]on was more than a temporarv measure. and as a resuit. thev mav
not have considered the selec[]on of a new home site to be an im-

portant matter.

01241
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Sur\e~s oi Roncer:k 51 nal”~ personnei revealed that It
m:shr present some problems OF ecanomlc seli-suiflc)encv l-or
::-.e communtr~. T+e aroi] is much smai]er :Ian Bikini. in con-
:T~s[ tO B]kln]’s [\~en~\-j i.\ ]slands and !ani area OT” z.j~ jquare

!,mues.Rongerlh nas or.:\ ren ls]ands \\ich a ;oral area of about
1.63 square ml]es: :he larzesr U( the ten Islands covers a scanr
‘.l.i 7 square relies as oaposed to the 0.66 square males oi Bikini

I
Island. Rongerik’s laeoon of fiftv-five square miles is less thanI
one-fourth that oi Bi~ini’s see .i~ap -$’. Further. as Rongerik
‘w-asonl~’ occasion all~, vls]ted bv the people o{ Ron&e]ab. :[ was

w’
. .

not developed to support a permanent population ;{ anv size.
and the qualitv and quanr]rv of its subsistence crops were not

a’ Impressive (Mason 1954 :264).
—’ The adminiscrar]on sought the counsel of the Bikinianss
N paramounr chief. He urged that the people be moved to either-$=

L’!ae or Lae Ato]]s in northern Ralik: both were inhabited andm

i
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Rongerik
and Kwajalein

I

I

The Rongerik Resettlement

Upon their arr:~ai at Ron Eer:k in earlv Jlarch. 1948. the Bi-
kinians {ound their new rlllage-was incomplete. airhough, a total
o~ twentv-six tent structures. the same number oi dwellings that
had been abandoned at Bikini. had been prepared bv the advance
par~y. in contrast to Bikini’s dispersed settlement pattern, the
Rongeri village plan. prepared bv Americans. resembled a com-
munitv :n the United States –dweilings were arranged in a com-
pact L-shaped cluster on the main island. Before the community
was disembarked, the naval officer in charge +aa Juda go ashore.
to deterrn]ne which dwellings were to be occupied by each house-

hold ;hleade ]946). Perhaps as a result oi -Tuda”s hurried. spur o~
the moment allocation of dweilings, two households which had
been aajacent ac Bikin] were assigned dwellings at opposite ends
of the ~~i!age. Other households which had been adjacent were
given dwellings in close proximity co one another. The general
composmon of ten of the eleven households was presemed. and
the eleventh was divided when the widowed brother of a&b .+

and his children were given a separate residence. He was to re-
marry shortly ihereafrer. and his nuclear farndy came u) comprise
a twelfth household. The households were no longer located on
parcels of land, however. and this remained the situation for the
duration of the settlement: land was never divided on Rongerik.

As [he Bikinians settled into their new surroundings, the offi-
cer in charge directed their work. Men were given meals and paid

77
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:08 ‘Z:;a.oter Five

Few dlfficuitles and no sub>lstence problems Were experienc-

eci dur~ng the first months on KIi I. Crops were collected and dls-
:nbuted under the councd”s direc[lon. Local resources, food pro-

.vaed bv the adminlstraclon. and copra rece]pts were divided
among the households In shares proportlonare 10 their rclatwe
sizes. in order to prowde eas]cr access to the island. a navy dem-
ailt]on team dynamlced a shallow channel through Kili’s fringing
ree~ a short distance west of the wllage. Small crafr could nego-
:!ate [he channel when seas werr calm, but it proved of little use
during rough surf conditions. Nonetheless. all seemed to go well,
and o(ficials believed that the resettlement was off to a good
start and the problem o; prowdlng a secure future for the Bikini-
ans was being resolved.

--”

Pbre 10. channel in the reei which
surrounds Kili Island. taken during
cairn sca and low rlae. 196s. ,’Pho-
ro by iaurilor. I

4 J; a-
\ -“ ,-

*.
tne rough seas ot’ w~nccr months. -- ---=.

Plare 11. Bikini men attemprin~
to negoclate the channci during

.%s at Rongcr&, Such earli ~ptlmism was premature: a num-
ber oi setbacks were soon encountered. A shortage of vessels in
che entire Trust Terr~tory caused field trip ships to lag far behind
schedule, and the islanders were unable to trade their copra for
food and other supplies. 3 When vessels did attempt to call, sror-

/ .
J During the rime (more than a quarter cenru~) that the United S~ateshas
adminls[ered the Trust Territory, inadequate funding and poor planning

!rave accounted for the unreliable field trip serwicc in the MarshalIs. Some

50( H2N?



The Kili
Development Project

●

Launct’7ing :i:c Proiec:

The Immed:a:t :~nsc~uefice O( :he Iana diitision–thar each

0( the bd)?ijf be~an :: (cdr ):s Anti and prod~.lce copra —was pre -

c]selv Y/bar rhe aa:n:nlsr~a:lon had ~eslred. The islanders” response

also “heiped ro launcn the Kill Development Project on a positive

course. As definec 5V the .+mer]cans. the project”s goals were to:
] I clear the coconut groves O{ brush and increase copra produc-

rlon: (2) provlcie :nstructlon In ~rlcu][ural techniques: (3; srimu -
]ate the production and sale Of h~ndicra~t: and (4I develop a co-

operative to manace :raaln~ operar]ons. Mr. ,Milne. the project
manaqer. had r~vo asslsrants: a man from Kusa]e In the Eastern

Carolines who was a :aro sveclallst and a Marshallese woman
skilled as a hanalcy; :: lnsrrtuctor.

Milnc soon at\cioFe~ a ~OOd personal re]atlonship wlrh Juda
who encouraged his peo~ie t; work wth the project ream. In co-
operarlon with tnc counc:i. .Milne organized. scheduled. and super-
vised work ac[]v][les. Tare. banana. pandanu5. breadfruit. papaya.

and sweet potato cuttings were imported from Kusaie Island and
Ebon and Jaluit AToI]s, lfen were organized into work teams and

began to develop rhe raro swamp. Milne and the Kusaien taughr
t~em how to plant. mulch. and care for unfamiliar crops. The
most productive methods of coconut palm cultivation wkre also
introduced: the Bikinians were hstructed in the reasons and neces-

sity for keeping the groves free o{ brush. and thev learned why
the proper spacmc o; trees ensured a maximal yield.

Within five months. substantial progress was evident. The

131
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. > “Chapter Six---

anthropoioust, Saui Riesenberg, wsited Kiii in June. 1954, and

reported “b.. . it is obvious chat che peopie have worked hard ~n.
der the manager’s direction. and the resuits are obvious to the
eve everywhere” ~Riesenberg 1954). Part of the swamp was

cleared and planted. The planting of other crops was greatly in-
creased. For [he first time, a number of people. including Juda
and three or four of the Bikini slab, indicated they were willing
to remain on Kili if progress continued to be made.

The majority bf the islanders. however. remained pessimistic.
At least three of the Bikini dab withheld their support and led

-.
a group ot dissidents which dampened the morale and optimism
of others. The dissidents were skeptical and critical of efforts CO
improve their lot on Kili. From their point of view. the success,

of the relocation was the Americans’ responsibility, and the Unit-
ed States owed them wages for their work with the project.

Riesenber~ judged that the projecr was at a cr]cicd stage.
and mat WIriI turther support and encouragement. a greater num-
ber of people would adopt a more positive att:tude. In his opin-
ton. :he neeative attitude expressed by most of the people was
at least based p~riallv on the assumprlon that the Americans
wouid do more for K“i]i if thev could be made to feel responsible
and gulity for the Bikinians’ unfortunate plight. He concluded:

(

. .

In other words. consciously or not. they ue trving to, place them-
selves ]n an advantageous bargaining position. An improvement k
the general prosperity of Kili as a result of the development project
mav cause mltigacion of this negarwism. In any case. the project
would seem to be a last chance for Kili. and is so *icwed by some

of the people: if it faiis. thev feel the onlv remaining recourse is to
move eiscwhere : Ibid.:.

The district administration concurred that maximum effort
should be made to support the project. To ensure that the peo-
ple had an adequate food supply until they realized a harvest
from their labor, local resources were supplemented by an issue

of C-rations. In August the first of three special field trips was
arranged to obtain more p]anttigs from K usaie. District anthro-

polo~st. Jack Tobin, accompanied Milne and a number of Biki-
nians on the trip. They returned to Kili with 6,000 taro cut-
tings and large quantities of breadfruit. banana, and other plants.
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Summar-y allci Anulysis

The Kili Deveioprnenr Project had imv o~ the consequences
:har the .%merlcans had intended. The Biliinians commirred them-

selves to det’eioplnc Ki]i’s a~]cu]tural ~orentlal onlv when thev

had IIttle hope ot_ another relocarlon and \vhen their efforts were
gulcied bi outs)ae super~nslon. N’har had been accomplished dur-

17c :he prclec: ‘.vas 7.tga:eti bv :amam ~nd ~iscouragemenc from
“.-

nar.~rai d:sastcrs. :::c ,.\::7~72uaL 2:’ :;r??::s or~ personnel. and Che
;. .

iS -nclers” Canc:n’ulrls 1C5:7C :0 rccurn := ~!kini or to be resettled
e~~~tvilere.

The arc,.., .....-.”,.r-~~~~n :~l[]a[ea Ihe ~-2~tc: as an attempt [o

a::’~stment to cilelr newheir rile Peopic acn:er”c d satlstactor~

I-Iome and :J ena ~robicms that naa ~e~~~te~ from their re]oca-

::; ns. .Ac :;lc same :Ime IC 1s clear mat iurlng the latter part of

:he proJect. :he airnlnlsrratlo~ tvas responding to the threar of

embarrassment and p:e>sure exerted b~ :R,e United Nations Trust-
eeship Counc]l. The aamlnlstration hati !:trle aiternatl~e bu~ KO

rnobllize :ne e;forr reau; red for the i:i;:;~ment uf commitments

made to the L_n]; ed Xat]ons. The .~mer:can effort to assist the

B;kinlans ,vas thus !arge~\ a conseauen:e o~ external forces as it
was in rne cariler ocrl~d at Rongerlk.

The Kiil Dtve:opment Pro!ecI .iisc -:!n;or:ed the Blklnians’
~or:on [:lar [ne Lnlrcd States shoui J ~s:t~nle the responslbil]t~”

{or their \velfare and naa the resources :0 do so. The provision
o~ manpower and otncr resources required bv the project (vessels.
radio equipment. housing at Jaluit. etc. ‘served as further demon-

strauon oi \vilat the .+merlcans could do when thev desired. Oth-
er \velfare measures Implemented aicer the prolect”s termination.
the Bikinians” experiences at Kwajalein. and their awareness Oi

the United States mlssiie and space technoloq represented still

more dramatic evidence o~ the magnitude of American power and
resources. and reaffirmed the Bikinians” earlier conclusion that it
was to thex advantace to attach chemseives firmlv to the Ameri-
cans.
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From the Bikinians” poinr of view. one major goa] was achiev.
ed during the project. To them. the agreement with the United

Stares represented. an end to their subordinate status vis-a-vis the
paramount chief. As he had no legal or traditional claim to Kili.
he had no right to their semices or resources. and in their eyes,
a significant victorv had been won.

The financial “compensation awarded the islanders increased
their abilitv to purchase imporred foods and marerial items. This
in rum inc;eased the people”s desire for a wider range of goods.

a process that had begun early in their relocauons. and made
them more dependent upon the .4mer1cans and the ourside world.

.4t the same tune. the Bikinlans’ income gave them less Incentive

:0 en~aee :n The production oi copra and handicraft as a means.-
Jf satlsif”]n~ tnelr wants.

Bv II-I; !ater 1950s and early 1960s. the experience that the
peopie ~.ad acquired since theu Initial relocation and the corres-

poncl!n: improvement in their own self-image gave them a greater

coniide-nce In themselves. These changes in the people”s attitudes
were manlfes[ In their asserrl~eness in making numerous petitions

to the admlnlsrrar]on and the strong stance taken by Juda and
others In dealln~s wnth Americans, The Bikinlans were no longer
:he meek and u;cerra]n Islanders who had readjly acquiesced to
the .4mericans’ request ~or their relocation a decade and a half

eariler..
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