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M. E. GATES, USAEC , NV, tAS VEGAS, NEVAM

INFO: PAUL DUNAUAY, NV, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

SUBJECT: EN IWETOK PLUTON t UH STUDIES

PARA. CURRENT CONSIDERATION OF CLEANUP OF

PRESENCE OF UNIQUE PLUTONIUH DISTRIBUTIONS

DIVISION OF t41LlTARY APPLICATION ~. C . @i&fi &

!972 ‘

ENIUETOK HAS POINTED OUT THE

ON RuN IT (yvONNE) tsm4D.

IF IT APPEARS FEASIBLE THAT THE RUNIT CONTAMINATION COULD BE STUDIED TO

OBTAIN USEFUL INFORMATION, DWUOULD CONSIDER PROPOSING THAT THE AEC

LEASE OR OTHERWISE OBTAIN ACCESS TO THAT ISLAND FOR SEVERAL WARS FOR

PLUTONIUH STUDY WRPOSES.

PARA. TWARD THIS EN~ IT IS REQUESTED THAT THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS BE

CONSIDEREDON THE BASIS OF THE BEST RADIOLOGICAL

POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE FROtl THE PLIJTONIUH COMHITTEE

ECOLOGY

1.

2.

lxouP:

WULD THERE BE BENEFITS TO

AND TRANSPORT OF PLUTONIUH

FERENTIATED FROM PLUTONIUtl

ARE THERE POSSIBILtTIESAT

1! OF THE BIOLOGICAL BEHAVIOR

STUDYING THE

IN THE ATOLL

DATA AVAILABLE AND WITH

TO THE NEVADA APPLIED

PHYSICAL DISTRIBIJTtON

ENVtRON14ENTAS DIF- /--- -–~

I _
tN THE DESERT ENVtRONHENT?

RUNIT FOR USEFUL OBSERVATION i,, ;
1’-’ :_. -.

OF PLIKONtUH IN THE TERRESTRIAL ‘“—

.--....--. -. ............. ......... ......----------- -—-----------
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3.

4.

59

6.

AND/OR MARINE ENVl RONt4ENT?

COULD PILOT STUDIES WITH THE RllNIT CONTAJ41NATION CONTRIBUTE

TO TNEfti BEING PROCEDURES FOR CONTROL ANII/OR CLEANUP OF

PLUTONIUM CO)4TANINATION SITUATIONS?

IF RUN IT ISLAND WERE RETAINED WDISTURBED FOR STUDY PURPOSES,

WULD TNAT POSE ANY IIEALTN HAZARDS TO HUHANS LIVING ON OTNER

ENIWETOf( ISLANDS, AND FISHING, BOATING, AND SWI14NING IN

~ IWETOK MGOON?

WULD PtACINGA CAMP AT TNE UNCONTAN}NATED END OF WNIT POSE

IIEALTH NAZARDS TO A CARETAKER OR TO FIELD SCIENTISTS?

WtJLD THE EARTN OISTURBWCE TNAT WILL BE CAUSED BY TNE

PACE EXPERIMENTS SIGN IF ICANTLY OETRACT FROM TNE VALUE OF

RUNIT FOR PLUTONIUN STUO{ES?

PARA. YOUR COMMENTS WJLD BE APPREC IP.TED BY ABOUT AUGUST 29, 1972.

AGMA:GCFACER

Distribution
: TWX Room
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