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near Admiral H, Lamoat Pugh
Surgeon General

Ravy Departnent

¥ashincton, J. Ce

Dear idmiral Pughs

The {irst detonation of tie recent series of tests fin the Marshall
Isla:xis arca produced an emcrgency situation due to the exposurs to
radioactive fallout of a consicderabls nuxber of Marshall Islargs
residents and persomel of the Task Forcee Due to the prompt respon=e
of ths Faval Comaand at Ewajalein and the medical personncl of the
iaval ‘edical Research Insti uts and ths Haval Radiological Defense
Laboratory, it wvas possible for the Joint Task Force to deal promptly
and effectively with the prolbless presemted.

The contimuing situation is that the Hish Commissioner for the Trust
Territories 1s responsible for and has the suthority to take wvhatever
Btcps are necessary to obtain adequate acientific studies end medical
care for the Trust Territories peonle within his charge, In accordance
with thoss considerations and in an understanding concerning the manner
in which the various agzencies shall act, the ALC is responsible for the
contimution of the radical surveillance of the exposed larshall
Islands residents. The Havy has agreed to give such loristic suprert
as may be roguired froz time to tine in thc execution of thds projocte
Both agencies will eperate throurh the adrinistrative structure of the
Hizgh Commissioner farthe Irust larritoriese. '

It w>1ld seem most desiralle to ms that the contimuing studies be kept
as far as possitle in the hands of those who so expertly have conducted
the orisfnal investis: tion. Tids will require periodical visits ty
s=all groups of radiolorists and technicians to the populution groupe
concerncd, For the first ysar these visits will prob:bly nsed to be
made approximately at quarterly intervals, Thereafter they may be made
vith less frequency as devolop:cnts show to be prudent. I understand
informally that this concept is agreeable to thoss concerned, and that
both Cantain We Ee Fellmm, and Captain we L. Turney, Commanding Officer,
Haval Radiolorical Lefense Latoratory, are of the opinion that small
parties under the cammand of appropriate personncl at XTL and MMAI
might alternate for the present at least in making these expecitions.
This would serve, I trust, to minimize the dimruption of scientifis .
prozrams at the two institutions. g Lbuo
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As I now visualize ths objectives of these continuing invnﬂ.ntiona,

they will fall under the following headings: e

1. Coaplets physical examination and interval historys . -

2. Hematolorical studies including quantitative examinations such as
hematocrit, vhite blood cell count, differential count, platelst,
smmeration and bons marrow studiesg '

3. Special dermatological investigation employing both color and
black and white photography as well as skin biopsies if the latter
are indicated;

Le Ophthalmological stucdies with special reference to the lensg

Se fpecial growth studies of children including attention to the

development of dentitionj
6. The progress of pregnancies and the status of new-barn infants)

T» uantitative studies of internmally deposited redioisotopes by
means of urinary excretion measurement, extemal raciolorical
neasurement and localization together with such radiography as
may be usefuls ,

Ce Environmental surveys of the affected islands and atolls, and
appropriate examination of anirals left on the contaminated
islands,

While detailed environmental studies will de in progress under the
direction of this Division, it is very desirable that menbers of the
medical party be kept closely in touch with environmental investigations
anxd that thoy be free to collect such specimons as they deem desirable.
Haturally, the rosults of all other surveys and ecological studies will
bs made available to this group as well,

The financial responsibility for thess studies and investigations is

ass.med by the Division of ilology and Nedicine, AEC, and the details
of the transfer of funds and accounts can be developed by our respece
tive budget officers along the usual pattern,

The Rongrelap inhabitants are now in temporary quarters on one of the
small islands of ths Majuro Atoll where they will be for the better
part of & year. Studies may anticipate extensive support and coorerae
tion from the Trust Territories hospital on Majuroj however the special
studies 4in general rccuire equipment not commonly available to smaller
hosoital urits, It is probable that nearly all of the equipment will
have to ve supnlied as a part of the oroject,
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I hope that eircumstances will perrdt the contiming participation

Yy ~sabers of your Comsand in this vary important and fundamental
medical program.

8inceraly yours,

Jomn Ce Bugher, M.De
Director

Uivision of Hdalogy and Kediecine

3 June 15, 1954
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