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e July 23, 195 S

Dear Nr. Secretary:

It is requested that the Departasnt of the Kavy represent
the Atomic Energy Commission in negotiating use and oe-~
cupancy agreenents with the Trust Territory GCovernment
for use of Pikini and Eniwetok Atolls Yy the Atomic Energy
Comnission., It is understood that the Departaesnt of the
Ravy has funds for this purposs authorisad undsr Publie
Law 254, 82nd Congress. The agreements covering Bikini
and Eniwetok should be in acoord with the principles set
forth in your basic sgresment soon to be formalised with
the Interior Department, a draft of which was informally
furrdshed the Atomic Energy Commission cn June 29, 195L.

It is further recuested that, prior to exscution of use
and oocupancy agreerments covering Fniwetok and Bikini,
the Atomic Energy Commission be given an opportunity to
approve their form and content.

Sincerely yours,

/8/

Chalswman
Ronorsbles Charles 5. Thomas

The Secretary of the Navy
‘Washington 25, D. C.
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AR INA

DEPARTMENT OF THE MAVY
Office of the Secretary

Washington -

17 August 195% <

Ry Dear Mr, Strauss:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 22,
1954 4n which you request that the Department of the Mavy
represent the Atomis Energy Comxission in negotiating use
and occupancy agreements with the Govermment of the Trust
Territory for use of Eikini and Eniwetok Atolls by the
Atomic Energy Comnission.

I have requested the Chief of Naval Operstions to oontinue
negotiations with representatives of the Department of the
Interior to acquire, under a use and occupancy agreement,
certain lands in the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
for retention by the military. The Department of ths Navy

will act in behalf of the Atomic Energy Commission in thess

negotiations., Prior to exscution of the uss and oc
agresnsnts of these two gtolls, I will forward the final
draft to you for approval.

ainmgn]; yours,

/8/ C. 8. Thomas

Bonorable lawis L. Strauss
Chairman, Atomic Energy Comnission
w.mnm 25' D. C.
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