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Attached is a draft statement we propose for consideration for
issuance in response to any vress inquiries. These would be
responded to upon the authorization of the General Manager, given
at the time of the initial query.

This should be reviewed vy Biology & Medicine and IMA and an
agreed upon version submitted to the General Manager for approval
prior to further coordination.

Finel inter-agency cleaiance indicated seems to us to be a meeting,
called by Chairman Strauss, of C. D. Jackson, Smith (State), XKyes
or Seaton (DOD) arnd Hagerty (White House).

If and when there's a version approved by the foregoing, State
should supply copy to U.S. Delegation to the U.N. for filing with
the Trusteeship Division of the U.N. about one hour ahead of time
AEC or DOD may find it necessary to give it to a newsman.

Attachment:

Addressees?

Dr. Jobhn C;uBugher, Director, Division of Biology & Medicinézé‘———”4g4
Brig. Gen. K. E, Fields, Director, Division of Military Application

CC: Dr. J. G. Beckerley, Director, Office of Classification

e o -m - - oL - R
“

chiwoae v i E'LJ

S e e m = T T - -

ve oW

5001059 | ———



I

LPARTIENT D TIFEIGE ceree ICMIC ITERGY  CIDMIZSION
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STATEMENT 3Y THE ATOMIC ZNERGY COMMISSION
4ND THE DEPARTMERT C7 DUFENSE

Jadiation résulting from the nuclear detomation February 28, 1954,
At the AEC's Pacific 7roving Sround has necessitated evacuation of ths
populace from two nearby islands of the darshall group. Joint Task
Force Seven, which is condncting‘tha current test series for the AEC
has removed the 100 natives of Rongelsp and the 170 of Utiril to
Xwajalein.

Some instances of headache and nausea were noted among the Rongelap
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contingent vhile enroute to and for a short time after their arrival at
Jwajalein. These symptoms abated, however, and diagnosis of radiation
illnegs, 1if any, is still incomplete. Hedical specialists of the Task

Force are continuing observation aof the health of the agroup.

(If pressed for report on the radiation readings at theses islands,
ve should say that the £indings ere still being evaluated but that there
is no present indication that anyone received exposure enough to make
him seriously 1ll.)
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