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Statement~ ~. Mason Sears,UnitedstatesRepresentative.— ——

in the TrusteeshipCouncil——

The fact that anyonewas injuredby the =cent nucleartests in the
Pacifichas causedthe Americanpeoplegenuineaud deep regret.

The United StatesGovernmentconsidersthe resultingpetitionof the
MarshalJ Islandersto be both reasonableend helpful.

Whj -- It may be asked .. shouldthe homes of thesepeople,so far
removedfrom interr@iond politicsand the cold war becomethe site for such
experiments.

The answeris that the MarshallIslandswe= selectedonly after the

most carefulexamination& everypossiblealternativesite.

,TheUnitedStatesGovernmentfoundthat there is no otherplace in,the
world,over which ~ Utited Stateshas ~fisdiction,where experimentsof
this naturecouldbe success- conductedwith less danger.

The question~ elsobe askedwhetherthe United Stateshas the rightto
conductsuch expe~nts. in this area. The TrusteeshipAgreementof 1947 which
coversthe IhkrshallISIUKI.S was predicatedupon the fact that the United
Rationsclearlyapprovetithese islandsas a strategicarea in which ataic
tests had elreadybeen held. Hence,fr6m the very outset,it was clearthat
the rightto closeareas for securityreasonsanticipatedclosingthem for
atomictests,and the UnitedNationswas 50 notified;such testswan? conducted
in 19~, 1951, 1952, as well as in 1954.

As to the questionof continuingthese experiments,which is also raised
in the petition,the facts are unhappilyclear.

No one could reasonablycontendthat the Sovietsshouldbe the only nation
to conductnuclearexperiments. At issuetherefo~ is not the rightto conduct
theseexperiments. The questionis wletherthe UnitedStatesauthoritiesin
chargehave exercisedduep’ecautionin lookingafter the,isafetyand welfare
of the Isleadersinvolved.

That is tile essence Of theirpetitionand it is entirelyJustified.

In reply,it cm be categoricallystatedthat no stonewill be left
unturnedto safeguardthe pre=entand futurewell-beingof

The UnitedStatesGovernmentis confidentthat future
conductedwrithoutany untowardincident.

And, finally,the United States&legation is glad to
MarshallIslandersand the Meric~ militam personnelwho
now recovered.

########

the Islanders.

tests can be

reportthat all
were exposedhave
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Statement~ ~. Frank E. Midkiff,~ Commissionerof the -—.
Trust Territoryof the PacificIslands — ——.— —

As L&lr.Mason Sears has pointedout, thereare good and sufficientreasons
why the atollsof Eniwetokad Bikifiwere selectedby the Unite&Statesfor
some of her experimentswith atomicweaponsend for leaning of the potentia-
lities of nuclearfission. Also he has explainedwhy such experimentationmust
continue. He has stressedthe fact that the AdministeringAuthorityhas now
been able to set up revisedspecificationsfor the temts on the basisof
experiencevherebythe safety,economyand comfort of the Marshallesecan be
effectivelyp~sezved in the future.

Guaranteesare given the Marshallesefor fair and Just compensationfor
lossesof all sorts.

NO futiheratollsarebelieved to be requiredfor these tests. The
Uterikpeoplealreadytive been returnedto their atoll;the Rongelappeople
will be delayedon EJit Islandin the Majuro.AtolJfor possiblyenotheryear.
Duringtheirabsencefrom theirhome atollsthe Rongelapand Uterikpeople
have been given the best of care by top e~rts in variousfields.

Reassurancethat these ~shallese will not lose titleto end ownership
of their lends is one of theirmajor concerns.

It is difficultto say when the peopleof Eniwetokand Eikiniwill be
returnedto their atolls. Meanwhilethe Eniwetokpeopleare making a very
good adjustmenton theirnew atoll,Ujelang. The Bikinipeopleare established
on the Islandof Kili which they unfortunatelyhave not found entirely
suitable. They come acrossto JaliutAtoll to raise theirpigs on that atoll
and to fish in its lagoon.

In the meanwhile,specialassistancenow is being given the peopleof
Eniwetokand Bikini;their conditionsare being improve~,and their just
claimswill be met. It is believedthat withinthe space of anotheryear,
with all workingcooperatively,these peoplewill have made a good adjustment
in every reasonablerespect. Their healthis good and they are increasing
in numberand in skillsto deal wit$ theirnew environments.

Duringthe time they are away from theiratolls;they will retaintitle
to their landswhich gives them a rental.incomeand also prese~es their
statusin the socialhierarchy.

I have with me Mr. DwightHeine,who was one of the principaldraftsmen
of the petitionby the lfarshallIslandspeopleto the TrusteeshipCouncil.
He has been invitedto come here as a member of the UnitedStatesDelegationin
order to be availableto answerquestionsso that the TrusteeshipCouncilmay
have firsthand informationon the petition. His presencewill also enablehim
to followthroughto its conclusionthe petitionwhich he helpedto
originate.
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Dele6@ion in the TmsteeshiQ Counciland SDokesman-— ——

of the ?[c.r~ IslandPetitioners.—— —

I was born on Octeber12, 1919 in the krshall Islands.

lii early schoolingwas at home. Y!yparentsrreremy firstteachers,
At l& years of age I attendedamission schoolvhereinericans(Iiissionaries),
Japaneseand ikrshall.eseteaci]erswere the instmctors. The languageused as
the nedium af instruction.,7cis Harshall.ese,but Englishand Japaneseuere also
taught as foreignlanbwges. This schooluas locatedon Jatrrar’Isknd,vhich
~~asthe seat @ the Japanese~+tis~ation for t~ ‘h~h~l lkl~dsc The “
subjectsvere aboutthe same as thosethat are taughtin the +huerican
element~ schoollevel;but unlike the Ameticsnschoolsthe ages of the
studentsva.ztiedfran the exly teens to the late tventies, Studentspromotion
from a lorer grade to a hi~er one dependedenttielyon their speeds. Thcee
YJIIO ffished tf,e SChOOl on JP.13warIs~d satisf~torfiy l~re e~gible to go on
b tk advancedschoolon Kusaie Island,which is in the Carolinegroup.
KusaieIsland is about300 miles west from the HarshsllIslands.

Ii~entto the @hool on Kusaiein 1936 and finishedit in 19380 It was
probablythe mcst advancededucationalinstitutionin the formerJapanese
ltidatedIslands,now tb presentTrust Territoryof the ?acificIslands.
But itvas only equalto the ~r-icm JuniorHigh School,plus a few
theologicalcourses. The purposesand aim of this schoolwere to tra
futurenativeministers. Upon finishingthis schoolI was sent back to the
ikrshallsto teachin tie schoolthere,the one I previouslyattended.
i?yteachingcareerwas inter~ed afterone year vhen I was recruitedby the
Japaneseto rorlch a phosphatepit. I spent almostall the wryears digging
phosphaterocks~-iithpicks and &oveLs.

After the war I receiveda Navy (U.S.)scholar~ip and was sent lx the
Universityof Xavaiifor ho years

Recently,I receiveda U.I?oFellowshipand I went to ?JewZealand,
Samoa and Fi,iito stidyPublicschooladmin.istration~

I ha’?etr:velledthroughoutmost of the TrustTerritory,::hichcomprises
the 11=.rshalls,Carolinesand the ;kmi~nas,an area la.r~erthan the UnitedStates,
but they say that if you take away all the water frcm the land area the rem:in-
der TzLIJ.be smiler than.RhcdeIsland.

Beside traveling throu~out the ‘i’rustTerritory,I have alsobeen to
Hamii, Japan,as veil as Nev Zealand,Smnoa,Fiji end nov the UnitedStatescf
&aeric20 Ccninbto .Lneficais a drea come
the ‘kitxlS~ztessince I was a youns boy.
studiedaboutit,&%ght by people from it,
see it.

I am narried and h-r~ four children.
@ls 6, 4 and two years old,

***-%-*+

true. I have al?:aysWnted to see
I read aboutit, sav picturesof it,
ana dr:amedthat some day I lfould

A boy, l& years old, and three

Lwnediately afterthe ;iershallswere capturedby the .@ ricanArmed
forces I uent to w rk for the UnitedStatesNavy ;lil.ita~Gw ernmentas an
interpreterad ~tide. I vas among sever~ otherllcrshalleseyx.mgmen ~ho
sexwedin thiscapaciti~.Our main task vas b translatethe proclamations,

. ordinances,and otherliterarymaterials,issuedby th? i!avy,into :Iarskisllesec
Eye~ nov ~.ndthen~!ealso did tite~gence work by going into Zress still held
by the ewny.

‘“e~rereunder
turned againstthem
obe~,-ing:L]eirroles
of our people.

Japaneserulingfor over thirtyye:rs and the reasonm
vas because aftertlxktyyesrs of peacefulliving ad
they paid us jack by tr:stingus b2cilyj even !:illing:~ar!y

......
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years
The lfarshallesepeople
ago, but sincethen --

~fission;rles— we have laid

mere a very :Tarlikepeople less than a hundred
afterChristianizedand educatedby JUETCLCan
down our arms arxlnever pickedthem up since.

.Duringall this time,we have knonn of only one murder case and thatvas
over thirtyyears ago.

I have comehere as a guestof the State Departmentto answerquestions
thatmay arisewhen the Marshallesepetitionto theUnited Nationsregatig
the last H-bomb test ccmesup before the Trustee3ip Councilfor discussion.
Some d our peoplewere hurt tir~g the recent nuclear test and we have asked
the aid of the UnitedNationqof which the UnitedStates is am~ber, and to
which it is answerablefor its administrationof the TrustTerrito~,to stop
the experimentsthere. Or, if this is not possible,then to be a littlemore
careful. I have noticedthat it is illegal.to set &f fire-craokersin
NewYork to celebratethe Fourth of July, I read in the paper that several
peoplewere arrestedfor violat@g this safetyrule. The H-bombis a
NW epfire-~rackerl!whiti”needs llguper-safe~roles”in its handling--P

I have great faithin the hIEfiCSII peopletssense of justiceand I have
greathope that I will be able to go back and reportta thel.Marshallesepeople
favorableanswersresultingfrom tms meeting~tiichI have kindlybeen invited
to participatein by the UnitedStatesGovernmentas a representativeof tke
2Yarsha.llesepeople.

July6$ 1954

.

5001025



500102b

I should liks to thsnk all the distir-guishear.embersof

this Council for the synpaz.heticckre ad sttention with whioh

they have considered conditions in the Trust Territ~ry of ijest-

ern Sarioaand for the constructive conments Lade both in their

clcsing statements antiin the course of the general debate. I

need not remind members that thz r~cord of this tiebatewill be

thoroughly studied both by the ndminist,eringAuthority and the

Territorial Govern:~entwhen they zre planning their future

?olicy. I shoul~ particularly like to thunk members of the

:ouncil such as the distinguished representative of El Salvador

‘:ihowere so careful and judicious in their appraisal of the Ad-

ministering tiuthority’sactions during thz year.

I am ~rsteful to nenbers of the Council who have pointed

out that there still rer,ainmany things to be done in !iestern

s2?3& . The ~dr.ministeringnuthority is alw~ys aware of this and

it nevsr fails to make use of .?.nyopportunity of reminding the

pec~l.eof the Territory, in whose hands future developments so

largely lie, that there are ahead of iamoa even

than those that have been performed and grest?r

those that have been overcome. ~his sober note

greater tasks

difficulties than

must be sounded -

especially after a debate in which I may at tir,?shave erred on

the side of optimism, or even eulogy, when explaining to the Coun

cil the t?l~ritsof the Lanoan way of life ad enlarging on these

joint accomplishments of which the Administering Authority and

the Samoan people are rightly proud.

The .-.dninistering&uthority will, of course, tzke due cog-

nizance of the remarks about universal suf?rage which various dis

tinguished representatives have made and will bring these remarks

to the notice of the people of the Trust T’~rritory. This high

liberal ideal must not be forgotten when the future political

advsncenent of Samoa is considered. Suaviter in modo, fortiter

in ret’is, it seems, the principle which should inspire the

Administering Authorityin its policy in the political field, as
.. ,,

. .. . .
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in nany oth~rs, ;lthough in the irJtsrpr?:=tior.zf Zb.is prizcipls

there r:aybe tiifferencescf sr.~hssis. ..scb.e cistinz’iisi-.ea repre-

sentative Qf tk.e Znited !iingdcmhzs so shrewaly remarkea, ?robler.s

cannot ilways b? solved i.rumdisczlyi)iththe iieal scluti~n - tlie

ideal must, however, never be lest sigr.cof. ?r~c:ice r~uSt,Qf

course, take cognizance

circumstances obtaining

hers thzt conditions in

Lspeciaily welcome

of,ana Rake Zllowance for, ths :articular

at any tine. =nd I need not re~ind men- -

};esternSa.ioa 2re ‘nnique.

are the comr.encsthdt have been ~ade on

the necessity to establish suitable antiefficient local author-

ities in the Territory. fisthe Councii knowsj this .nat:sris rs-

cziving the snergetic attention of the Tsrritsrial Government and

of che recently establishsc District 2F.d.‘JillzgeCovernr.erit!30ar5.

b:ithregard to recent developr,er.tsin the juaicial field, I

should like once again to assure the tiisting’uishear~presentative

of China that, in fact, the judicisry in its exercise of judiciai

functions in the Territory is, at all levels, conpietely independ-

ent cf my Governmental influence. TY.isis true ever?in those in-

creasingly rars casss v!nereEn 25r.ir.istr2civeofficer za.ysit as

a Commissioner in the Eign (Ccurc. ;ith ~ne increasea training

znd supervision by the High Court given to Zistric: ~~dges, it

will soon be possible to cuiltiup a nore efficient system of lower

courts ss has icn~ been c~nts?piate<. This step wiil be an in-

por:ant one in the progress of ‘..:ste:n3acoa.

The com.encs made concerning :he Development ?lan znd the

way in which the ?.dministsringriuthorityhas approached the pro-

blem of ensurifigthat the 3ar,ioanpeople are fully aware of the

contents of the 21 n have be~n very interesting even if they have

not always besn unanimous. They will all receive the earnest

consia~r~tion of the ..dministeringAuthority aridwill be brought

to the notice cf the people of the Territory.

‘;,ithregard to economic inat:ers,:he Administering Authority

finds itself in complete agreement w+th the comments nade in this

Council to th: effect thzt in this vi:ai field lie SCCE of the

nest difficult problems which the Samoans and their ?’rusteeswill

meet. It also realizes :hat ~he ,~~gencycf t.k.edanger Wst be

/ brcught
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~~i~~s~, ?~~ferer,tialTariff in ‘estcY. S2r:.cL;!=s. cf c5’urse,raie

quite clsa$ in the state~.~nzof i~s ;erv.ar.;r.c;:pr:senc=tive at the

twelf~k s3ss~on of Chis ~atincil.

TF..ehelpful re~zrks r.zzersgar~ing tkz po=sihiliziss and zi-

~ant3ges of eooperativs societies zs f~ttireprcc~cticfiunits and

aiterna~ive foes of soeic-ecor,or:.ic;rganiz<tion, ~ni regarai~g the

pessibie scope for the gre+ter ‘Ass:: idle scrnesticc~pital are quit

in ilns with the present ideas cf tocn th~ .&rdi.nisczrin-5 ..u~horitya

the Territorial Government. 3y ‘:!klc::.and how best scme of this iomes

ie .apita& should bs used will ucioubt?dly be a natter of hedlthy

and energetie debate during the nsxt few years. The present do~esti

narket fow those products that could be made avail,bls by inv~stment

in agriculture, pastoral fzrning anti:econizry industries is, in hos

cases, r,otunlimitea: Lhe cur:ent :.igh,nsrgin~f p:-ofit~btained fo

export crops also aczs as a ieterrent to lkr~e-scale ir.vestrlentin

what night be called ‘Zrsatrlent”ifi-~ustriss.~?ut:;herever:here do

seem to be”iefinize csssibilities i%r cne Frcfi:zblc?lnvest!n?ntof

sven cor.parstiv~lysmall s’ms in certain pr-r,aryand secondary in-

~ustri~s, these oppcr-tun.izieswiil rat be negle:~:a if the mdrrini3t
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nenz in capital works is, c.fcourse, st?=dily iricressing.

The nesa for the early appointment Df 2 ticc:or‘..ithsore spec-

ial training in ch.etrea.::.sr.taf Zukzrculcsis 5s reczg~ize.dby bszh

the ?srritorial Government zntithe .+dminist?rizgkut!,oricy. Their

?ffzrts to cbtain a suitable officer will conzinue ‘iriflaggin~.?hz

5outh.Pacific i;etiical5ervice may be of assistance ir.~his matter.

,+sfar as education is concern~$, I ~~n say .dlth~u~ ~xagg~ra-

tion that thz administering ~uthority agrees that in this field z

svecial effort must be made during the next few years. Samoa

urgently needs at least a cadre of highly ?auc;ted r,en. Dr Seeby’s

report is, 2s the isting%aishsdrepressntstive cf 3elgium has said,

“ieliberatsly critical’, zca it is tr.:sort of criticism with the

aid of which a more cor,prehensivesystem of eatic:ti~ncay be built.

Gnce again, this is s matter ‘.hichcan be teckld successfully’Dniy

if Lh? Sa~oans themselves cc?operatefully wizh the ticiministering

~uthority and with their o’:)nGovernment. The 3esby report is, of

course, under consiceraticn by the l’erritorialGovernment at pre-

sent.

.lhe rw:zrks r.adein zr.is;ouncil c~nc~rnirl~the ●?eed fcr a

?ublic ~ibrzry in the Tsrri:cry will, Z kriow,b? reaciwith great

pleasure and interest by all those ict?restea in :he prcject, and

the Council wfll be ativisednext year of xhat a?tion is conten-

plsc?cior k.a.sbeen taken,

In many ways the past year has been a year ~f p?epzration -

of tk,egathering of data, af the zn:lysis of facts ad figures - of

planning rather than action, zl~hough action itself MS certainly na

been lacking. AS the distinguished representative of the United

States has reminded us’,basic studies such as the Zconomic Survey,

Dr aeeby’s report, and ik hncan’s report, are essential if planning

is to be scientific and fruitf~l. This is a truth which the impatie

ray overlcck, but which the wise will appreciate. Plans divorced fr

facts and figures are phantasms - .nerewistful dreams or wishful

thougjnts,signifying very little.

5oolo2q
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This is one O: the icrd f:cts of life on winichenthusiastic

.;dministrativeOfficers sometimes stub their more am~ltlou~

toes. It is he~rtening ta near %kzt nenbers of the Council

23cu=ec”iate.. zne value, znd indeed the ~ecessity, of this pre- “

liminary rssezrch,

I should like to the.nkthe distinguis;?edrepresentative

of Ifidiafsr the interesting znd illuminating stztenent that

he made yesterday Qfternoon. I assure the distinguished re-

presentative that his views md suggestions will be carefully

studied by che Administering Authority znd Szaoan lezaers. It

is not quite zccurate, ho~,rever,sia?ly ta say, as I understood

him to say, thz.tthe .,dniziszeri~,~Authority is activated by 5

desire to unload its responsibilities ma the Samoans refuse to

?ick them UP* The position is rzther that the Administering

Authority, recognizing its obligations under the Trusteeship

Agreement, wishes to give .iesternSamoa self-government in

. the best fcrm, and by the best method possible, and the Samoan

leaders zre ponderi~g ~n exactly ~inatis the best form for

them, or winatis the best xay to obtzin it. Like so many of us

they may, :s suggested, displEy at tines z desire to both have

their cake and eat it - they seem sometimes to want self-govern-

ment with ?iewZezland conveniently handy to zssist with cdvice

and, perhz~s, to cssist in more positive WLYS if anything goes

wrong. 3ut they nust, I ~gree, face up to the fact that power

czrries with it responsibility. In the light of the Trusteeship

Agreement, the Administering Authority has to take care not to

throw out the baby without his clothes, It cannot simply clear

out - it h~s serious obligations which it must discharge.res-

ponsibly.

The renarks made by the distinguished representative of

India concerning institutional reforms and self-administration

were most thought-provoking. It is hoped and expected that

some institutional reforms will be one outcome of the recom-

mendations of the Constitutional Convention. AS far as self-

administration is concerned, I should ara!~~the attention of the

5001030 di ti i h d t ti t l t t t t d
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in this Ccuncil on the 25th of June 1954. This statement, I

feel, snows more clearly than do the Anr.us.l?.eportmd the

figures quoted by the distinguished representative winatpro-

gress has a.lrezdybeen made towards self-administration for Sam

The distinguished representative of “.Syria considered, as

did the distinguished representative of Indiaj that political

power should penetrate further into S=rcoansociety. But, as

the distinguished representative of Syria so wisely remarked

in his interesting statement

and reforms which would seem

people of the Territory must

yesterdzy, those improvements

to be in the best”interest of the

not be forced u?m the Samoans.

This is the attitude of the Administering Authority exactly -

especially in relation to land tenure where the distinguished

representative shrewdly implied there might bz resistance.

The Samoans are well aware that the Administering Authority has

under the Trusteeship ~greement undertaken to respect their
non

customs. Ten yesrs of/co-operation followed the last efforts.

made by the Administering Authority to go faster in this field

than the Szmoans thought warr?nted. The hzp?y mean nust be

assiduously pursued, although this is constantly nodified as

circumstances change.

I was pleased to find that the distinguished representativ

of Syria, in his suggestions as to what must now be done, fol-

lowed so closely the main projects outlined in the Prime Minis-

ter% statement and High Co,tissionerls address in March of

lzst year, most of which are now receiving .?-ctiveZttentiong

‘.lithregard to land alienation in liesternSamoa, I should

remind the distinguished representative that the current legal

conditions governing alienation of Samoan land are shown not on

page 7$ of the Annual Report but on page 81. Although no lawyer

I am appreciative of the distinguished representative% com-

mentary on real rights created by lsases under Romzn Law. I

hasten to assure him, however, that under the English system of
which applies in the Territory

law/= 40-year le~se in Samoa creates no rights of assignment or

of sub-letting, user, renewal or compensation spart from those

specifically given in the instrument of lease ltthe end of
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the i~rm af the lzsse the leasehola property of course reveres

5001032

to the lessor.

I shsuld also Iiks to remind the distinguished rspresefi-

tativs thzt slthough legislative neesures of ~he >;SWZealand ?ar-

liament zre still theoretically suoject to the refuszl of Zssent

by the Crown and, until fzirly recently the ?Zrliment was in-

competent to lsgisl~te on certain reserved subjeccs and enzct-

!nents, no-one suggested that beczuse of this the New Zealand

Parliament has, or had, no legislative powerso Perhaps British

Constitutional Law is not so rigid in ics definitions on this

poin: 2s ?re some Continental systems of law. Ir.2ny czse full

s~versigcr.yin the Lsgisl~tive Assembly would surely be logically

inc~%?ati’slewith zhe Tr’&ststatus of the Territory.

I should like to assure the distinguished r~?resentative of

the U~SR. that the Administering Authority is at one with him

in its desire to see ‘;esternS~mos.a strong self-governing state.

This is clear from the Prime Ministerts statement. At times I

find I cannot agree with the distinguished representatives

a.rbitrzryselection and interpretation of fact, I should like to

refer :hi.m,to save ~ime, to the r$levant pzrcs ~f this statement

znd of Imyzns.wersta vz.ricusq.uesticnsfor details about Samoans

in the Public Service and about the powers of the Legislative
Assembly.

I know that he will be pleased to hear that the Assembly

which he considers l!lurepresentati~reand undemocratic” appears

to er.,joythe complete confidence af the people in the Territory

and that in the new Legislature the proportion of Ssmoan to Zurop-

ean members is sure to be greatly increased.

I Zgree with the distinguished representative of the Soviet

Union that the Administering Authority should avoid consecrating,
or bolstering up, the matai system in such a way as to impede

future progress. This is the main reason, of course, why it was

decided not to recognize the judicial powers of traditional

bodies - although in this the Administering Authority appears

not to see eye to eyz with the distinguished representative of

Syria.

The Administering Authority constantly holds before the

Samoan people the Zcivantages of new forms of political represen-

tation and of economic organization. In fact, various govern-

ment afficials have incurred zt times a certain amount of sus-

picion from Samoans for the zeal with which they have preached

this gospel. But we will persevere, although so many Samoans in-

sist that their form of.society is fm more Cruly democratic

in s?irit and fact rhan are other system which claim that noble
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epitf.et.

This reminds me to

ignorant of the outside

Council assume. ?uite

newspapers ~~d ~,anyof ther,listen a-:idlyCO new broadcasts

from overseas stations Oi- fr~m ;.lel~cal z~stion. ““bile

iz is probably true, ss thz <istizguished rspresencztive

of ~yria hzs said, thzt in ~hz .rmcex,‘mr!.iit is r,~longer

sufficiencyrierely tz c;lti’:ate~ne’s wn ;arden, the dis-

tinguished repr$sent;tive TJillr~ali~~ t.ha~;amoar,sare

somewhat sceptical of the thesis that outside hamos all

is for the best in the best of ?os.si’:le~J~rlds. 3.ather

do :.:eyregard thei:-‘laycf life zs ::heone !<r,own islznd

of stzbility in the “<rides23 of r,ear.ir.?lessflux.

If I ~ay correct TAe iisti~;uis~ed 3~~rist~epresenta-

tive on one or two points in eonneczi~n “:iththe Constitu-

tional Convention: zs fzr zs I know, it is not intended

that any o?ficisls should sctend this Convention; znd as

fzr as I know it nzs certainly net beer.decided that only

matai should be ?resent at zne Convention. I shall not

enlsrge @n the pasitian o? zhe mat=: in ;amoan s~ciety

but will refer distinguished xembers t~ my remar!{searlier

in this debate.

tisfar as the sconomy of t,lecountry is concerned

the .-dministering..uthorityis well ; are of the ricedto

improve agriculture in the Territory. In fact the

Administering ~uthority continually stresses this need

both in the Territory and in this Council. It has taken

and is taking in conjunction with the Territmial Govern-

ment, steps t~ improve the position - consider for instance

the Zconomic Survey, the .~erialSurvey, the activities of

the departments of Agriculture ‘>othin [JewZealand and

Samoa, the pioneering work of the :;3,4Zeala?d 3ep2raticm

;states, the promotion of cooperati-:es,~b.eti’aildingof

roads and the ~ther ‘forksvhich directly ~r indirectly

affect the pr~ciuctivityof the Territory.

The distinguished representati’reof the Soviet Union

will be ?leased to lszrn That f~r =ny yeers no ~smoan
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I thin<, been 5Jdly covered by me

during the course sf che ?sbate.

in line with past reccmnnendatior.s

LNZSCC).

ir.r4yans’isrs;D o,uestions

This policy is,in fact,

of this Council and.of

7 shouldprotiablyem.ment ~n many other remarks ~.ade.

in l-~.efinal statements of tiistizguishedreprssencatives,

but 1 think that in most cases - such 2s t~:agrsssnc g9sition

with regard to the legal differenti~ti~ns between psrsons

of Samoan snd persons of Zuropean statw - I have taken up

enough of the Councilfs tine. I should likz YC say,

h~wevsr, that, i~ vie’wnf the sxuort figures ~ar reczr.t

years and the Territory’s present ge~eral prosperity, it

is rather overstating the position to declars that agi-

eulture has not gone far beyond the Sro’&h of fo~d cr~ps.

It is also mistaken to imply that the importance of

the Prime ~linister’sstatement of l~arch1953 is being in

any way minimized; or that the implementation of the Plan

is running fsr behind schedule. ‘hen an zdv~nce cm all

fronts on my given objective is ordsred, it s~ould not

be expected that ~qual zdvances will be immediately possible.

During 1953 the sdvance on the objective of self-govermnent

for Samoa cmtinued according to ?lan.

I am very glad that the members of this C~uncil have

/Dointed
\
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the Trust ‘?zrritorywill ‘xe.aii”Dsralsducatio?.i

It may be bscause of historical acciisncs CJrthe

socio-political proclivities of th~ lea ‘=rs in the ,move-

ment that che ra”thervaguely defined nationalist movement

in Samoa hzs tended to crystallize zrour.dcld Samoan

c’~stom. It may be, on che ether hand, tiecauszsuch a

cltit.~i-e is still suited to this stage of ;anoan economic

znd political devei~pment. But the Co&,cil echoes the

often-voiced opinion of the ‘.dministerir.g..uthoritywhen

it says that some changes are becoming ixc:-szsinglydesir-

able ~nd even n~cessary. Let us hope that the Samoans

tionot loss more than they gain I>rhentl~esechar!ges~ccur,

as occur they must. ?erh&?s they woul? cme more sasily

if Samoan custom “.rerer.ct>n zne defensive.

These are personal a?inians and it is sn tfiis:~srsonal

note that I wish t~ end. I should li!<eto thank you lY

?resident and all ths .:mbe:-sof the CourIcil ithout

~:<ceDtl~nfor the c~urtssy vJith“.inichthey h“a’J2srzzted

me during the debate antithe ?atier.cea~.dsymgzthy with

‘,’hichthey have borne ~Tithmy exzl~nsti~ris. l’hzyhave

.nadeof what could have hesn a harrowing orde.sla pleasant

and indeed r.lemorableexperience.

Thank you.
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