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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 28, D. C.
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Fonoreble W, Sterling Cole
Chatirman, Joint Committiee

on Atonic Energy
Congress of the United States

Desr tr. Cole:

I bave received youwr latter of Awgust 18, 1954, to Chairman Streuss,
vharein you request eopiss of written material furrished ly the
Atoxie Energy Commission to the Department of State for transnittal
to the United Nations relating %0 the March 1 incident in the Marshall
Islands. Your letter sugpests tat previously wnpublisghed information
on radiation lavels was furnished the United Nations. You also

asked for a statenent explaining wviy the Jeint Comuittes ®was not
officially informed of the relssse of this information at the time
the report ws suprlied the United Mations.®

Ko information en radiation lewels in the sumerical ssnse vas supplied
ths Department of State cr the United Natiens., The effects of fallout
on the Marshallese and the Japanese fishermsn were described, however,
in arder that recomendations sade Yy the Departmemt of State or
actions taken ty the United Nations could be based on inforzation
vhich vas factually aocurate.

As you knov, a group of prominent eitisens in the Marshall Islards
sddressed a petition to the Umited Matiecns en April 20, askirg for
the cessation of further tests in the Pagifie tut requesting, if
further tests vere fourd necessary, that all possible precsutions
be taken to protect the health and wslfare of the islanders., In
preparation for a neeting of the Trustesship Comnell, the Departaent
of State asked the Commission a series of questions pertinert te
the Marshall Islanders’ petitien ard the March 1 incidert., I bave
attached & cory of the Comission's cezmmrisation to the Departuent
of Stats on this subject for yowr informstiom,

cc - Dr, Bugher, B & M
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In addition to this commnication, Or. John C, Bugher, Director,
Division of Biology and Medieine, who at the request of the U, S.
delegation was present at the Trusteeship Council mestings on
July 6 and 7 as a technical adviser, prepared a brief statezent on
the rediological problems arising from the incident for inclusion
in an oral report to be made bty Mr, Frank E, Midkiff, then High
Cormissioner of Trust Territories in the Meeiffia. A ocopy of this
statenent 1s also enclosed,

You will rote that radiation levels are discussed in both documents
in only very general terzs and only to the extent believed necessary
to allay wnfounded fears,

Soms of the information supplied the Departaent of State and United
Rations was previcusly unrublished, partially becauss the test series
had 80 recently ended, tut was covered in the Commission's Sixteenth
Seriannual Report. Ue felt it necessary, because ef the question ef
the future availabllity of the Paeifie test site, to supply promptly
to the Department of State and ths ¥, 8, Delegatiom all pertinent
unclassified information., It will bes poted, howewer, that none of
the matsrial furnished {nvolved "rastricted data.,® lMoreover, we
believe that no informetion wvas supplied vhich was not alresdy known
to the X4E,

Data on numericsl rediation levels was ineluded en pages 41, 42, 43,
and 52 of the Comission's classified Program Status Report dated
June 30, 1954, copies of which were, of courss, provided your Committees.

If we ean be of ary further sssistance in this matter, we trust that
you will 80 advise us,

Sincerely yours,

K. D. Mighols
Gsneral Manager

Englosures:

Angvers to State De

*Jist of Possible Questions®
Dr. Bugher's Statsnent on
Radioclogical Problexs
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