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TO 1 Prig. Gen. K. E. Fields, Director, IM October 27, 195
. AEC, “mm) D. C. -

FROM: Donald J. lLeshey, Manager, Santa Fe Operstions
SUBJ: HELOCATED MARSHALLESE NATIVES
SYMB: ENO:TAH=5664

Reference is made to memorandum froa this office, subject: Pro-
possd Facilities -~ Jaluit Atoll and Kili Xsland, symbol ENO:TAH-
5642, dated October 21, 1954, by which plans and estimates of
cost for azsistance to disphud Midni natives were forwarded
to you.

Suprlementing the above-mentioned memorandum, and as an item

considered to be of considersbls interest to the Commission,

certain portions of a report by Xr. Emest Wynkoop, AEC Resi-

dant Engineer, Pacific Proving Oround, are gxtracted belov.

Mr. Wynkoop's comments vere written subssquant to his survey of

the Jaluit-Kili-Majurc area and are quoted below for your infore
- mation and consideration.

%000 the writer is coapellsd to submit on behalf of AEC
certain impressions received during this trip, which '
appear to have serious bearing gn AXC interests, specifie-
oally in relocation of natives dus to test operations and,
gensrally, because of the condition that Pacific Proving
Ground econstitutes an ares within the Trust Territories
and certain operational matters and problems cannot be
other than of mutual interest with HiCoxTerPacls.

"The ssvaral stage relocation movement of the Riidni people
and the obviocusly unsatisfactory condition of 1ife made
possidble to them to date seem 3 Jeoti 87 “the |
aggresgive interests of beth Trust tory and AEC sdmin-
istrators. The presently proposed partial yolution by
development at Jabor JPihMp ds would> ebviously
materially relieve the p the’patives more
self-sufficient and more ' Yesigied s delay or no
return to their original area ammn
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*The rotation of approximately thirty pecple, or six
families, from Kili to Jabor will make possidble pursuits
not possible at Kili alons. These will include some
agricultural development, fishing, end handicoraft, and
at the same time, the exocellent ocpre produgtion of Kili
Island may continue as s substantial support to these
people. Wareshousing of copre from Kili, at Jabor, for
transshipment will cbviate losses due to exposure and
delays becauss of storms.

"Trust Territories are working out the ssquisition of a
50=foot boat for shuttle service detwsen Kili and Jabor,
On a rotational basis, spparently all residents of Xill
vill have an opportunity $0 enjoy part~time living at a
lagoon site similar %o their originsl home et Bikini

Atoll, Opportunities for edusstion and agricultursl de~
velopment will be better at Jabor. The installation of
radio communications eapable of maintaining sontact

‘between Xili and Jabor, and between Jabor and Majuro, will

do much to relieve insecurity, dring about emergency aid
as needed, and to assist in legistical prodblems. In addi-
tion, the proposed Kili warehouse wvill serve 2 need in
protection of the copra produchidetween shipments to Jabor
by the natives.

"It 18 realised that Governmsnt-¢ontrollsd property in
the Trust Territories is limited in such manner that not
much better sites can be made available to solve this
problem. The matter of lind title is extremely involved.
As this aonoept of responmibvility of interest is accepted,
and when this specifie projest for $he Bikini peopls at
Kil4 4s approved, then some further midoution aight be
given to the mituation of the fBpngelap natives at Ejit.

"It i3 striotly the writer's opinion that this sttilement
at Bjit will not long satisfagtorily solwve the needs of
this group and that some further, more lasting relocation
should be considered. Basically, it would sppear that
return to Rongelap is as mush in quastion today as was the
Bikinians' return to Bikimi at the ead of Operation Cross-
rosds. If an extending period of time similar to that of
record relating to the Blkini peopls, in their move to
Kwajalein and thence Kili, and then partly to Jabor under
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this recent concept, should prevail in respect to the
Rongelap natives now at Bjit, it would result in much
difficult administration and unhappiness.

*In light of the impast such implisations might have in
the public ppess, or even in official documents of the
Trust Territories similar to the paper by Mr., Tobin,
entitled "The Bikini People, Past and Present,” it would
appear most desirable at this time to take 8 second look
at the Rongelap potential and possidly to consider some
aggressive steps to solve this prodlem now, if extended
delays are th.y anticipated. It is obvious that so long -
as these peopis at RBjit expest to return %0 Rongelap, -
mynnnotmmhmumwdmmuu-
sufficient. They will eontinue %0 be wards of the Oov-
erment, and paternalistice gevermment un ncomruy
contimn to an undesiredls degres. -

"It is recommendsd that ARC participation lnd -chodnnu
of construction work be appreved after concdrrence of your
offices, Trust Territories, and Department of Interior, -
along the lines of detailed prelixinary plans and sstimates
which will be forwarded on eempletion. It is further
recomnended that high level sonsideration of AEC interest
be explored inscfar as the ultimate soluticn for the
Rongelap group is concerned, giving dus consideration to
the time factor as well as other apparently delicate in-
fluences which are obvieus,.®

¥With refersnce to Mr. Wnykoop's comment in the last paragraph on
Page 2 == "Basically, it would appear that return to Rongelap ie
a8 much in question today...." == this office dees not censider
that suffioient information as to the existing rad-safe situation
is on hand to date to endorse such a comment. You will recall
that ths Rongelap natives are scheduled to retum to Rongelap
about May 1955. We are undertaking mm additional rad-safe survey
in the month of November in which the Eniwetok Marine Riology
Laboratory will participate.’ A eumplete survey will be made of
residual contamination of the islands, the plant foods, and the
fish. The results of this survay will be forwvarded to you for
such action as may be considered appropriats at that time.

/s/
Donald J. Leshay

Manager
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