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HEADQUARTERS
JOINT TASK FORCE SEVEN
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

J=3/ 7293
SUEJECT: Coordination of Draft Letter

TO: Director
Division of Biology and Medicine
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
1901 Constitution Avermue
Washington 25, D.C.

400048

21 JUN 1954

1. Attached hereto is a draft of a letter which this head-

Copies will be distributed to the agencies indicated.

| quarters proposes to send to the Manager, Santa Fe Operations Office.
It is requested

that you return this draft to this headquarters on or before 28 June
with any comments or suggestions which you wish to submit.

2. Another copy of this draft letter has been submitted to

General Fields, DMA, USALC, for his comments.

FOR THE COM'ANDER:
I

W
=—E. McGINLEY

1 Incl Major General, U.S. Army

Draft letter Chief of Staff
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21 JUN1g54

10, Director - : D T
Division of Biclogy and Nedicine -
U. S. Atomie Energy Comissiom
1901 Constitutios Avemme
Washington 25, D.C.

1. Attached bersto is a draft of a letter which this bead o .

quarters proposes to send to the Kanager, Santa Fe Operations Offies.

Copies will be distributed to the agensies indicatsd. It is requested

that you return this draft to this headquarters on or befors 28 Jume

Iithmc-uucrnggutimmchyw'ishtooﬁhﬂt, L ~

2. Anether copy of this draft lstter has been submitted te

General Fields, IMA, USAEC, for his eommeats. o o o

POR THE COMMANDERs
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=¥ 559 3 DRAFT

SUBJECT: Responsibilities for Care and Dispoesition of lativc Inhabitants
of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls

T0: Hanager
Santa Fe Operations Office
Box 5400
Albuquerque, New Mexico

1. Ur. James E. Reeves of your agency telephoned this headquarters
16 June and discussed with Colonel Byars, J=3 Division, Headquarters JTP
SEVEN, the status of Mr. Thomas A. Hardison as representative of Genersl
Clarkeon on matters concerning the care and disposition of evacuated na-
tives. The question is pertinent since you assumed on 2 June full respon-
sibility for all AEC matters pertaining to the Pacific Proving Grounds,

2. On 14 ¥ay 1954, CINCPACFLT requested CJTF SEVEN to advise that
agency of the name of the person who would represent CJTF SEVEN in the
Forward Area after the personnel of Headquarters, JTF SEVEN returned to
washington. In order to avoid the necessity of leaving indefinitely at
Eniwetok a staff officer of this headquarters, CJTF SEVEN designated Mr,
Hardison his representative at Eniwetok in connection with the disposition
of native inhabitants of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls. Mr. Hardison visited
Kwajalein and Majuro Atolls several times and was eminently well-qualified
to act as representative of CJTF SEVEN in this matter.

3. As you know, the native inhabitants of Utirik Atoll have been re-
turned from Xwajalein to their home island. The native inhabitants of

Rongelap Atoll have been temporarily relocated for a period of about one
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;E%§ECT: Responsibilities for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabitants
of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls .
year on Ejit Island of Majuro Atoll, while the redioactive contamination
of Rongelap decays to acceptable levels. It is not now contemplated that
extensive construction or repair will be necessary on Rongelap Island when
the inhabitants of that atoll are returned to tﬁcir homes. Consequently,
it i{s doubtful that Holmes and Narver, Inc., and the AEC Resident Engineer
at Eniwetok will be called upon to take further action in regard to the
care and disposition of the natives. Mr. Hardison is, therefore, relieved
of any responsibility as CJTF SEVEN representative in this matter. The
Commander, Task Group 7.2 will represent CJTF SEVEN at Eniwetok on ln;;'
problem which might arise in regard to the natives, '

L., The responsibilities of interested agencies for the continued
care and disposition of the natives of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls are de-
lineated for your information as follows:

a. CINCPAC has overall responsibility under the Department of
Defense for the completion of the project for the restoration of atolls,
with AEC assistance, and for the return of inhabitants. CINCPAC delegated
to CINCFACFLT 4its responsibility in this connection. CINCPACFLT instructed
COMNAVSTAKWAJ to coordinate and act as its local representative in the die-
charge of CINCPACFLT responsibilities in connection with the displaced na-
tives. COJNAVSTAKWAJ designated LCDR Robert W. Wells the Project Officer
to represent CINCPACFLT interests.

b. The routine welfare and care of all Marshall Island natives
are continuing responsibilities of the High Commissionsr, Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands, as agent for Department of the Interlor,
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g;géECT: Responsibilities for Care and Disposition ;r Native Inhabitants

of Hongelap and Utirik Atolls

c. The Division of Biology and Medicine, AEC, Illllcontinue te
monitor the physical condition of the native inhabitants of Rongelap and
Utirik Atolls who were exposed to radioactivo contamination as a result
of the first shot of the CASTLE series, Parties of medical and radsafe
personnel under the direction of Division of Eiology and Medicine, AEC,
will visit the natives and the atolls concerned periodically in order to
observe the medical progreaa of the natives and to ascertain the earliest
possible tims for the return of the fKongelap natives to their homes. The
first visit of this AEC-sponsored group is planned for August or September
of this year. Representatives of this headquarters will accompany the
AEC party.

d,” JTF SEVEN naturally has a continuing interest in thiﬁ matter,
JTF SEVEN has furnished funds to pay certain medical expenses for the native:
while at Kwajalein, for the procurement of livestock to replace that lost
as a result of the contamination, for the construction of a temporary vil-
lage at Majuro Atoll, for the purchase of food and clothing sujpplies, and
for other purposes., JTF SEVEN will continue to provide funds for the pro-
vision of food for the Rongelap natives while they are at Majuro and will
pay for initial food stocks when they are returned to their homes. CTG
7.2 will represent CJTP SEVEN at Eniwetok in connection with disposition
of Utirik and Rongelap natives in the event any problems arise which can
and must be handled at the Pacific Proving Grounds,

5., santa Fe Operations Office has no routine roaponsibilities for
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gﬁgémz Responsibilities for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabiuntl
of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls

the eonti.nned eu- and disposition of these natives. The omtion of the

temporary vulago at Majuro under the luporvilion ot lr. Hardison was per—

formed with prozptness and efficiency. Accordin.g to reports received hcr_o,

the construction is excellent. The assistance and cooperation provided by

Mr. Hardison and his assistants is greatly appreciated.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Copy Furnished: E. McGINLEY
CINCPACFLYT Major General, U.S. Aroy
COMNAVSTAKWAJ Chief of Staff

Mr. T.A. Hardison, USAEC, Eniwetok
CTG 7.2, Eniwetok

HICOUTERPACIS - Mr., FPrank Mididff
Mr. George Speigsl, Dept of State
DUA, AEC - Lt Col Greenberg

DBM, AEC - Dr. John Bugher
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= HEADQUARTERS ’
wqriizg 2, D.C
{-¥.} ton 10
J3=3/729.3 ’ 6 Jul 1954

SUBJECT: Responsibilities for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabitants
0" Rongelap snd Utirik Atolls : g

TO1 Manager, Santa Fe Operations 0ffice, P. 0. Box 5400, Albuquerque

1, Mr. James E. Reeves of your agency telephomed thls headquarters 16 June and
discussed with Colonel Byars, J=3 Division, Headguarters JTP-7, the status of

‘Mr. Thomas A, Hardison as representative of Cencral Clarkson on matters concerning
the care and disposition of evacuated nativea. The question is pertinent since
you assumed on 2 Juns full responsibilities for all AEC matters pertaining to

the Pacific Proving Grounds.

2, On 1L May 195L, CINCPACFLT requested CJTP-7 to advise that agency of the
name of the versan who would represent CJTF=-7 in t he Forward Area after the
personnel of Headquarters, JTF-T returned to Washington. In order to awvoid the
necessity cf leaving indefinitely at Eniwetok astaff of ficer of this heade
quarters, CJTP-7 designated Mr, Hardison his representative at Eniwetok in
connection with the disposition of native inhabitants of Rongelan and Utirik
Atolls. Mr. Hardison visited Xwajalein and Majuro Atolls several times md

was eminently wellwqualified to act as representative of CJTF-7 in this matter.

3e A3 you know, the native inhabitants of Utirik Atoll have been returned
from Ewajalein to their home island. The native inhabitants of Rongelap
Atoll have been temorarily relocated for a period of about one year on Ejit
Island of ¥ajuro Atoll, while the radiocactive contamination of Eon elap decays
to acceptatle levels, It 1s not now contemplated that extensive comstruction
or repair will be necessary on Rongelap Island when the inhabitants of that
atoll are eturned to their homes. “onsequently, it is doubtful that Holmes
and Narver, Inc., and the AEC Resident Engineer at Eniwetok will be called
upon to take further action in regard to the care and disposition of the
natives. Mr. Hardison is, therefore, relieved of any responsibility as CJIF=7
reprasentative in this matter.

Lie The resnonsibilities of interested azencies for the continued care and
dispoeition of the natives of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls are delineated for
your information as followss

&+ CINCPAC has overall resovonsibility under the DOD for the completion
of the progect for the restoration of atolis, with AEC assistance, and for ths
return of inhabitants. CINCPAC delegated to CINCPACFLT its responsibility in
this connections CINCPACFLT instructed COMNAVSTAKWAJ to coordinate and act
as {ts local representative in the discharge of CINCPACFLT responsitdilities
in connection with the displaced natives. COMNASTAKWAJ designated LCDR
Robert V. Wells the Project Of ficer to represent CINCPACFLT interests.

be The routine welfare and care of all Marshall Island natives are
continuing responsibilitics of the High Cormissioner, Trust Torri@ry 65 6
the Pacific Islands, as agent for Department of the Interior.
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c. The Division of Biology and Medicine, AEC, will continue to monitor
the physical eondition of the native inhabitants of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls
who were exposed to radioactive contamination as a result of the first shot of
the CASTLE series., Parties of medical and radsafe persmnnel under the directiom
of Division of Biology and Medicine, AEC, will visit the natives and the atolls
oconcerned periodically inader to observe the medical progress of the natiwes
and to ascertain the earliest possible time for the return of the Bongelsp =
natives to their homes. The first visit of this AECesponsoredgroup is plamed fo:
August or September of this year. Representatives of this headquarters willy
accampany the AEC party.

de JTP=7 naturally has a contimiing interest in this matter. JIF-7
has furnished finds to pey certain medical expenses for the natives while at
Kwvajalein, for the procurement of livestock to replace that lost as a result
of the contamination, for the construction of a temporary village at Majure
Atoll, for ths purchase of food and clothing supplies, and for other purposes.
JYF=7 will contime to provide funds for the provision of food for the
Rongelap natives while they are at Majuro and will pay for initial food stocks
when they are returned to their homes. CTG 7.2 will represent CJIF-7 at
Eniwetok in comection with the disposition of Utirik and Rongelap natives,
in the event any problem arises which can and must be handled at the Pacific
Proving Grounds.

5S¢ Santa Fe Operations Office has no routine responsitdlities for the oontimed
oare and disposition of these natives. The eection of the temporary village at
Majuro wnder the superivision of Mr. Hardison was formed with promptness and
efficiency. According to reports received here, the construction is excellent.
The assistance and cooperation provided by Mr. én.w!:lam: and his assistants

is greatly appreciated.

FOR THE COMMANDERs
/s/ B. MoGinley
BE. McOINLEY

Major Gﬁ’lenl, U. S. Army
Chief of Staff '
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