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‘Majuro, June 10 (AP)--The Marshallese Congress Hold Over Committee
Aisclosed toilny it Las sent a latter to Ambassador lenry Cabot Lodge, JTo,
that the "people are now essured! there will be no more rishaps as followed
the Mer~h 1 hrdrégen explosion.

Ths Mewch 1 oxplosion was followed by falloutv from & radicactive cloud,
More than 200 natives on Rongelep and Utirik had to be evacuated from their
homes, Soms were burned and the 82 Rongelap peopls will not bz able to return
to thzi: hons for a year,

The Rorgelap people arrived yssterday at their new homes built on Ejit
island, edjacent to Majuro. More than 1,000 natives from the Majuro Atoli
were on hanc Lo greet them and help them get settled in the village bﬁilt by
the Atomic Ensrgy Commission.

The Esld Over Cormittee, after the March 1 explosion, sent a petition
direct to the United Nations protesting against the nuclear tests in the
Marshall Islends and asked that they be stopped.

v‘—_//Dxi ht Eeine, spokesman for the Ccmmittee, said two weeks ago the T
1Committeé wvould pot withdraw the petition despi vertures by Trust Territory

+ High Ccnmissioner Frenk E+-Midkiff-that they tell Lodge they aras satisfisd

j
i with what had been promiséd,

J
{ In & quick-visit Hersk around May 21 gave the ittee what he said

~
/ .
would be a satisfactory reply to Lodge and the letter, which left Majuro~by
/
Flane yesterday, followed this psttern, .
The letter sent to the Marsnallese AMD dated June 2, said: MAmbassador

Henry Cabot Lodge, Junior, United States Delegate to the United Nations;
Sen T
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Dear Sir: Our High Comuissioner, Frank E, Midkiff visited us cn the twenty-
first of M, conf:rred with msc-ivers of the Mershallese Congress Holdover
Committee and other Marshallese leaders and discusaed the petition that we
have sant tc “he United Nations vecentlys, I» explained the irportance of the
thermoruclesr experiments which were carried out in these islends, but also
assurel us that the suthorities in charge are doing everything humenly
possibls to prevent the recurrence of possitle danger.b Your revly to the
Marshuilese notition was also read by him end wes tranclsted into our
languzgs. The people are now assured that no more atolls will be taken avay
for erparimental purposes and everything possible will be done to prevent
the re rirrenc: of mishaps and also that they will be compensated fairly for °
their lcsses,
‘The Morchallese People appreciate the spiritv in which the United States
- Government has received our petition, your approval and cormendation of our
petition reinforce our faith in the United States Administrétiono
"In'conclusion we would like to make it clear that in no way should our
petition -- direct to the United Nations -- be interpreted as a sign of our
lack of confidence in the officials of the trust territory., On the contrary,
~wa have found them competent and trustworthy. We would have done the same
thing unger any administration or administrators, The seriousness of the
problem itself is solely respensible for the step we have taken. Sincerély,
Members of the Marshallese Congress Holdover Committee," The letter was sent
to Midkiff for relay to Lodge.
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