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Shelby l’hompeon, Ibputy Dismtiar

Divieion of Information ~
Septmnber17$ 1s56

0. L. DunhuB, ?L1l., Mreator
Mvlsbn of ~iOIO~ ad lfedidm
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It ha been oalled to my 8*M,on Uiat it w be possible to
lfxmntarpretlaymeuloofseptaber lztoyouon the above
mb ject.

It waa my 5ntent&)n to euggeatthat Ztem & (of mu ~Y 26
draft) ehould read as fcUow6:

~11● Aod.dens involving any dngle radiatltm hmldent ‘
wh%ch remilti in (or, pending muffnaatton, is
euspeciztd to ham reuulbd b) the expomzre ofABC “
or AxLcodxaotor personnel, or ether peraonn,
wbther on or off-dte, - a dose of Ionldng radi-
ation in excess off

(d ● --box (= major organ) dose of 3 run
of ga, neutron or eorpusod.ar rdlationj

(b) the total dose (to * eriiAml tdmue, organ
or region of i.ntemat, ae 8 mmult of Inhalation,

Ingestion, ma Or amastonsor Other mesml)
eouimiLentto thatwhichwould be receivedshould
the person be exposedfcw a continuous 10-veek
periodto officld permissible concentrationsin
alr or uater.s

I wish tm emphasisethat-m do not believe that an announcement
should‘bemandatorysimply?moaueesuch an expomre has occurred.
!mequrels ~W + ~ 2* relatim~p to a reportable
aocldent,or to an $mMent whioh18 potentiallya murce of
groundlessrumoror publicoOn09rn*

Actd, experience hai8 shown that the rnnn?29r of mch occaalms hae
been mall, and thereis no reasonto believethat the freqmncy
shouldincreaeegreaUy. UheIJcurrect, the news release might vuxy
4woPrmaly be aoompanied by an explanation that the exposures
simply exceeded @da lines that have been set W help avoid ovgr-
mqmure, and thati tlxme expoeurw do not in themselves repre8ent
Ow.r+qoeure of the hiividtaals,
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